
John Greer, Agent/Owner
607 Fifth Street • P.O. Box 335 New Haven, WV 25265
www.kenbassinsurance.com ph: 304-882-2145 • fax: 304-882-3813

KBI
Ken Bass Insurance

50¢ 50¢

 CALENDAR, Page A4

 OBITUARIES, Page A7

 SPORTS, Pages B1
INSIDE

Friday, July 29, 2022

wvnews.com

Good News ......................... A2

Opinion ............................... A8

304-626-1400
or 1-800-982-6034

Copyright 2022 • WV News
Gallia | Meigs | Mason

Find us on Vol. 1 No. 4

8 0 4 8 7 9 1 1 8 1 0 7

INDEX
Classified ......................... B6-7

Comics & Puzzles ............. B8-9

by Stephen Santilli

FOR RIVER CITIES 

REGISTER & TRIBUNE

GALLIPOLIS, Ohio — 
When it comes to providing 
high-quality agriculture ed-
ucation and experiences, the 
River Cities region is one of 
the finest in Ohio. The im-
portance of continuing to ed-
ucate young people in the art 
of breeding and showman-
ship is evident in the high 
number of volunteers, con-
tent experts and fabric of the 
region’s culture.

For Brandy Lambert, one 
of nine contestants for Miss 
Gallia County, it is about 
honoring her stepfather who 
passed away a few years ago.

“It’s important for me to 
take part in the Junior Fair 
because of my stepdad, Dan-
ny Gillenwater. He passed 
away from brain cancer. He’s 
the reason I am involved so 

much,” Lambert said.
“I just want to succeed,” 

she said, as her voice started 
to quiver. “He’s the one that 
got me into showing and it 
motivates me to honor the 
memory of him, and I hope 
to make him proud of me.”

She felt lucky just to get 
to the Stock Breed Show 
last Saturday at the fair-
grounds. A tire on her trail-

er was flat, and she had to 
call her grandfather to bor-
row his pickup truck to make 
it to the competition. As she 
told him her problem, he 
laughed and said, “Come 
and get my truck, ‘B’. He 
has always been supportive 
of everything we do, espe-
cially when it comes to the 
fair,” Lambert said.

She feels honored to have 
such support from her fam-
ily and knows why being a 
part of agri-education is so 
important. “This gives me 
a chance to take control of a 
project. To work hard, to be 
consistent, and to be patient 
enough in order to win,” 
Lambert said.

Another person who be-
lieves in the importance of 
agri-education is Fred Deel, 
president of the Gallia Coun-
ty Junior Fair. Deel started 
showing dairy animals when 
he was just 9 years old. The 

memory is strong for him and 
helped set him on a path that 
eventually saw him work as 
the 4-H agent for 32 years in 
Gallia County.

Deel grew up on a dairy 
farm and was active in 4-H 
in his youth, then worked as 
a 4-H adviser for two years 
while he was in college.

“I started as a 4-H advis-
er in 1973, and a lot of the 
kids showing animals back 
then now have children and 
even grandchildren compet-
ing. It really grows on you,” 
Deel said.

Seeing multiple genera-
tions take part and seeing 
the children light up when 
they get in the ring is one of 
the best parts of his working 
with children.

Deel said the Junior Fair 
in Gallia County is one of 
only three of its kind in Ohio.

“We focus on the kids 
showing instead of adults, 

who are usually professional 
breeders and showers. This 
way it gives them a chance to 
build their confidence before 
a large crowd and helps with 
social development as well,” 
Deel said.

Tim Massie is involved 
with all things agricultural 
in Gallia County, evidenced 
by his over 40 years of serv-
ing on the Gallia County Ag-
riculture Society board.

“We feel that whatever 
we can do for our youth and 
keep them occupied is im-
portant for the whole com-
munity. This is a worthwhile 
education that many kids 
will never learn about. We 
keep them busy, so it helps 
them stay away from neg-
ative things and learn life 
skills for future success,” 
Massie said.

“A lot of people in this 
area were born and raised 
on a farm. Their parents and 

grandparents were born on 
farms, so it’s really a way 
of life around here,” Massie 
said. He explained that gen-
erational involvement in ag-
riculture is significant and 
it’s instilled in their blood.

“It’s a good way of life and 
a lot of good farms. Their 
kids watched, learned, and 
took part in the traditions,” 
Massie said.

Dustin Deckard brought 
his family to the Livestock 
Breed Show last Saturday 
not just to enjoy the show, 
but to compete.

“Being here is all about 
children and the community. 
We live on a farm and teach 
our children skills that will 
help them through life,” 
Deckard said. His family 
shows at fairs across the 
country and are on the road 
quite a bit.

Agriculture education has deep roots in the region
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Young people learn a lot as 
they raise and train live-
stock for showing compe-
titions.

by Luke Blain
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RIO GRANDE, Ohio — 
The Point Pleasant Black 
Knight Marching Band 
made their return to the 
University of Rio Grande 
for their annual band camp. 
They are currently working 
on their show “In the Dark 
of Night.”

“[It’s] been really good. We 
have a solid group this year,” 
Director Ben Loudin said. 
“We’re not as big as what 
we have been in years past, 
but the ones that are with us 
and stuck with it, they’re do-
ing it, are really good march-
ers and really good players, 
so we are making good prog-
ress.”

Loudin emphasized the 
importance of band camp in 
the overall marching season.

“Band camp is the only 
time that the students can 
get away from all of the dis-

tractions of real life. Rela-
tionships, chores, jobs, ev-
erything that they have in 
their normal lives,” Loudin 
said. “They can step away 
from it, come here, and for 
one week straight, they can 
focus on putting together an 

awesome show.”
The band started summer 

practices two weeks prior to 
camp. Band camp, however, 
is where most of the work 
gets done.

Black Knight marching band 
getting its steps in order

Submitted photo 

The Point Pleasant marching band’s woodwind section 
gets some extra work in.

by Stephen Santilli
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POINT PLEASANT, W.Va. 
(WV News) — The Mason 
County Board of Education 
approved hirings, learned 
of additional vacancies and 
discussed putting the special 
levy on the November Gen-
eral Election ballot.

The board met Tuesday 
evening in regular session 
and learned the State Audi-
tor’s office had ensured that 
the wording of the special 
levy was in order. There have 
been slight changes made 
from the 2017 Special Levy.

The board discussed the 
importance of putting the 
Special Levy on this No-
vember’s ballot for approv-
al. It was decided that doing 
it this year will give them 
enough cushion, if the levy 
fails to pass, to have anoth-

er chance to put it to voters 
prior to the current Special 
Levy expiring in July, 2024.

Superintendent Keith 
Burdette provided an update 
to the board.

He told 
the board 
that the 
Personnel 
Office has 
22 open 
positions 
as of their 
meeting 
date.

“We 
have hired 18 full-time pro-
fessionals who are new to 
Mason County, six new 
teacher subs and four new 
service employee subs who 
are new to Mason County,” 
Burdette said.

He also discussed the Na-
tional Superintendent Fo-
rum he attended in Florida.

“There were several ex-

cellent workshops, roundta-
ble discussions, panels, and 
great opportunity to net-
work and learn. It was inter-
esting to see school systems 
are facing similar problems 
across the country. Also, I 
learned how important it is 
for a school system to estab-
lish their brand and promote 
the level of excellence expect-
ed from staff, faculty and stu-
dents,” Burdette said.

He added that Friday 
there will be policy train-
ing for employees at Point 
Pleasant High School. Oth-
er training coming up will 
include school principals 
and vice-principals at PPHS 
Aug. 3-5.

The board approved the 
hiring of six more substitute 
teachers to bring the total 
number of subs this coming 
school year to more than 80.

Mason BOE discusses hirings, 
vacancies and levy election

Burdette

From Staff Reports

MIDDLEPORT, Ohio — 
Middleport Village Council 
met in regular session on July 
25 at village hall with Mayor 
Fred Hoffman presiding.

Present were the follow-
ing: Council members Brian 
Conde, Ben Reed and Matt 
Lyons. Also present were Fis-
cal Officer Susan Baker, Vil-
lage Administrator Joe Powell, 
Chief Water Operator Andy 
Blank, Police Chief Mony 
Wood, Code Enforcement Offi-
cer Mike Hendrickson and Vil-
lage Attorney Richard Hedg-
es, along with visitors Nancy 
Burns, Penny Burge and Mary 
Wise.

Opening prayer was given 
by the Rev. Will Luckeydoo, 
followed by the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Brian Conde made a motion 
to appoint Penny Burge for 
the council term vacated by 
the resignation of Susan Page. 
The motion was unanimously 
approved and Burge was then 
sworn in by Mayor Hoffman 
and took her seat on council.

Minutes of the July 11 meet-
ing were approved, along with 
the finance report and pay-
ment of bills.

Motion was made and ap-
proved to excuse Larry Byer 
and Shawn Arnott from the 
meeting.

The mayor stated that, as 
a part of the water project, 
paving had been completed 
on Fairlane Drive, Diamond 
Street and two alleys in the 
uptown area that had been 
torn up by the construction. 
He stated that sealing of other 
areas in town would be com-
pleted in the near future.

Hoffman stated that final 
approval had been given on 
the USDA grant/loan project, 
and that he was in the process 
of setting up a closing date 
with USDA. He stated that, 
as was approved by council, 
a loan was taken from Home 
National Bank by Susan Bak-
er in order to purchase the 
equipment before a $10,000 
price hike. Conde asked if the 
equipment had been received 
yet, and Joe Powell stated it 
would be delivered shortly.

The mayor stated that the 
paving at Hartinger Park had 
been completed and that it re-
ally looked great. He stated 
that the Meigs County Health 
Department had paid for this 
project completely and the vil-

lage certainly needed to show 
its appreciation to them for 
this improvement.

Hoffman stated that the 
new piece of playground equip-
ment at the park really looks 
great and he had noticed a lot 
of activity on it. He thanked 
Brian Conde for all his efforts 
in making sure that this hap-
pened and was done properly.

Hoffman stated that he also 
thought council needed to look 
at possibly rearranging some 
of the other pieces and enclos-
ing them with mulch. Powell 
and Andy Blank stated they 
had been investigating sourc-
es of the material used and get-
ting prices. Blank stated that 
maybe Conde could contact 
the company he had been deal-
ing with and get information 
on the material used. Conde 
agreed to do this.

The mayor stated that the 
street paving by Shelly would 
be done some time between 
Aug. 15-31, and that he would 
let everyone know as soon as 
he has a firm date on the proj-
ect.

Conde inquired as to what 
streets were being paved. 
Hoffman said the following 
streets would be milled and 
paved: North Second Avenue 
from Sav-A-Lot to Mill Street, 
North Third Avenue from Mill 
Street to Walnut Street, Mill 
Street from South Second Av-
enue to South Fifth, and South 
Third Avenue from Mill Street 
to Gen. Hartinger Parkway. 
The mayor stated that Pome-
roy was providing the neces-
sary matching funds for the 
portion of North Second Av-
enue from Sav-A-Lot to the 
Middleport corporation line.

Susan Baker stated that the 
village needed to create a sep-
arate fund for any revenue re-
ceived as a result of the OneO-
hio opioid settlement and that 
the village had received $578 so 
far. She presented a resolution 
stating that the local govern-
ment share would be placed in 
this new fund and would only 
be used for approved purpos-
es as required by the OneO-
hio MOU. This resolution was 
passed unanimously.

Baker informed council that 
a company was interested in 
offering voluntary supple-
mental insurance policies to 
village employees and to have 
the premiums deducted from 
their wages. After a short dis-
cussion, council agreed there 
was no problem doing this.

Baker stated she had been 
receiving requests to use the 
gym by the public for birth-
day parties, etc. She stated 
that council had suspended 
these activities in the gym due 
to COVID and asked council if 
they wanted to continue this 
policy. After a short discussion, 
it was decided to leave the pol-
icy as is due to security prob-
lems and other issues.

Baker stated that Amy 
Blake had called and asked to 
reserve the Diles Park Depot 
to set up a sales booth and pos-
sibly have other vendors sell-
ing items on the same day that 
Pomeroy merchants are hav-
ing a holiday open house and 
that she explained to her that 
the city’s depot rental policy 
(and all public parks, actually) 
states that “the VOM’s train 
depot in Diles Park is avail-
able for use by any group for 
non-commercial purposes. It 
is not available for meetings 
where admission is charged 
or money raised except in the 
case of a charitable event or 
for a non-profit charitable pur-
pose. As a public building, the 
Depot will in no way be avail-
able for profit-making purpos-
es.”

Baker stated this was the 
policy and would have to be 
changed for something like 
this.

The mayor stated he did not 
think it was a good idea to start 
commercial activities in Diles 
Park and suggested things like 
this could be done in the down-
town area. He asked Mike 
Hendrickson to discuss some 
things that may happen soon.

Hendrickson stated that the 
Judy Kay restaurant property 
was in the process of being do-
nated to the Land Bank, and 
that he and the mayor had 
discussed putting in a request 
that the village be able to ac-
quire this property to use or 
hold for future use. After dis-
cussion, the present policy on 
the depot was left unchanged.

Baker presented Ordinance 
145-22 to council for consider-
ation, which was an ordinance 
to abandon a portion of the al-
ley between South First Ave-
nue and South Second Avenue 
and Hamilton Street and Lin-
coln Street. 

The mayor stated that AEP 
had utilities in the alley and did 
not feel it should be abandoned 
for that reason. 

Middleport swears in 
new council member
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