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For the News & Tribune

KEYSER, W.Va. (WV 
News) — The Mineral 
County Commission will 
host a groundbreaking cer-
emony for the new court-
house complex at noon on 
Thursday, April 6, 2023 at 
150 Armstrong St. on the 
front lawn of the court-
house.

After years of work, the 
Mineral County Commis-
sion will be breaking ground 
on major remodels and ad-
ditions to three of the com-
mission-owned facilities.

This work will include an 
addition of a second story to 
the existing sheriff’s office, 
which will give office space 
to Mineral County Sher-
iff’s deputies who currently 
work in retrofitted jail cells.

The Mineral County 

Courthouse will receive an 
addition that will include 
an elevator, indoor public 
restrooms, attorney confer-
ence rooms, a security cor-
ridor, and the entire facili-
ty will become handicapped 
accessible.

The final building to be 
touched by these renova-
tions will be the current Ju-
dicial Annex. This building 
will receive an addition that 
will include a high-density 
vault for the county clerk, 
a security corridor, and an 
elevator. Aside from the ad-
dition, the second story of 
the facility will be finished 
and the county clerk, asses-
sor, and sheriff’s tax office 
will be relocating to the new 
portion of the facility.

Mineral Co. Commission to host groundbreaking at courthouse

Courtesy of Montum Architecture — Tom Pritts.

This architectural rendering of the existing Mineral County Courthouse and Judicial Annex — to the right — shows the 
addition to be added to both which will house the elevators.

From Staff Reports

SHORT GAP, W.Va. (WV 
News) — Members of the 
Free and Accepted Masons 
of West Virginia gathered 
together at the construc-
tion site of the new Frank-
fort Elementary School 
Saturday, March 11, to offi-
cially lay the cornerstone of 
the new school.

Forty-four Masons, in-
cluding West Virginia 
Grand Master James C. 
Hubbard, were present for 
the brief ceremony.

According to George I. 
Montgomery, Grand Ora-
tor for the program, the cor-
nerstone ceremony is “one 
of the oldest ceremonies of 
Ancient Free and Accept-
ed Masons. It Illustrates 
the heritage of the fraterni-
ty as it progressed from the 
old Roman colleges of Ar-
tifacts to the guilds of op-
erative stonemasons who 
erected the magnificent ca-
thedrals, palaces, and gov-
ernment buildings of West-
ern Europe during the Age 
of Gothic Architecture.”

Masonic lodges per-
form the cornerstone cer-
emony for a number of 
public buildings, includ-
ing schools, governmen-
tal buildings, churches and 
their own lodges.

“It is essentially the same 
as that performed near-
ly two and a quarter cen-
turies ago when, on Sept. 
18, 1793, shortly after be-
ginning his second term 
as President of the Unit-
ed States of America, our 
Brother George Washing-
ton, acting as Grand Master 
of Masons in Maryland, laid 
the cornerstone of the Unit-
ed States Capitol in Federal 
City, now known as Wash-
ington, in the District of Co-
lumbia,” Montgomery said.

“Our records indicate 
this is the eleventh corner 
stone the Masonic Frater-
nity has been privileged to 
lay in Mineral County,” he 
concluded.

The Frankfort Elementa-
ry stone, however, was the 
first laid by the Masons in 
Mineral County in 54 years.

Those cornerstones have 
included:

- The Presbyterian 
Church at Keyser on July 
16, 1892

- The Methodist Episco-
pal Church in Keyser on 
July 16, 1894

- The Dormitory for Key-
ser Reparatory Branch of 
WVU (now Potomac State 
College) in Keyser on Nov. 
7, 1914

- An addition to Piedmont 
Grade and High School in 
Piedmont on Oct. 22, 1915

- The Keyser Public 
School in Keyser on May 
25, 1921

- The Methodist Episco-
pal Church (South) in Key-
ser on Sept. 18, 1921

- The Gymnasium for Po-
tomac State in Keyser on 
June 7, 1928

- The Burlington Grade 
School in Keyser on Sept. 
13, 1936

- The Keyser Presbyteri-
an Church on July 1, 1961

- The Trinity United 
Methodist Church in Pied-
mont on March 22, 1969

Masons lay cornerstone 
at Frankfort Elementary

Submitted Photo

James C. Hubbard, grand master of Masons of West Vir-
ginia, prepares to lay the cornerstone at the new Frank-
fort Elementary School, while Richard E. Nuhfer, grand 
secretary and past grand master, steadies the stone 
during the brief cornerstone laying ceremony held March 
11 at the construction site.
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From Staff Reports

KEYSER, W.Va. (WV News) 
— The J. Edward Kelley Soci-
ety is proud to announce the 
return of the Keyser High 
School Legion of Honor induc-
tion ceremony.

The ceremony was last 
scheduled to be held in April 
2020, but had to be cancelled 
due to the pandemic. At that 

time, Robert “Bobby” Pancake 
of Bear, Delaware, was sched-
uled to be inducted, along with 
Mildred Leatherman, to be in-
ducted posthumously.

This year’s ceremony will 
take place the evening of Fri-
day, April 28 — the same day 
as the Jonah Edward Kelley 
Awards program.

The dinner program will 

be held at the Davis Confer-
ence Center on the campus 
of WVU Potomac State Col-
lege. Tickets are $25 per per-
son and can be purchased at 
Keyser High School, Coldwell 
Banker Home Town Realty, or 
by contacting any Kelley Soci-
ety member.

Deadline to purchase tickets 
is Friday, April 14.

Legion of Honor to return 
after hiatus since pandemic

by Liz Beavers

NEWS & TRIBUNE EDITOR

KEYSER, W.Va. (WV 
News) — The Mineral Coun-
ty Commissioners on Tues-
day approved an almost $8 
million budget for the coun-
ty for 2023-2024.

The county’s 2022-2023 
budget, when approved by 
the commission last March, 
was $6.8 million.

The proposed budget, 
which has to be approved by 
the West Virginia State Au-
ditor’s Office in order to be-
come official, includes some 
increases to account for in-
flation.

What the budget does not 
include, according to pres-
ident Jerry Whisner, is pay 
raises for the county employ-
ees.

Whisner said the commis-
sioners wanted to wait to see 
how the proposed increase in 
the daily rate to house pris-
oners in West Virginia’s Re-
gional Jails would affect 
Mineral County’s budget.

On July 1, the per diem 
rate to house an inmate in 
a regional jail is slated to 
go from $48.25 to $54.48. 
The county currently must 

foot the bill for all inmates 
from anywhere in the coun-
ty, whether they were arrest-
ed by city, county or state law 
enforcement.

County commissions 
throughout the state have 
been asking legislators to 
change that to where the 
arresting agency is respon-
sible for the incarceration 
costs, but the bill did not 
pass again this year.

“Since there’s some un-
certainty with the jail costs, 
we didn’t include any pay 
raises,” Whisner said, add-
ing that possible raises could 
be revisited at a later date.

“We really wanted to in-
crease the pay of our em-
ployees because they’re so 
underpaid. We wanted to 
keep doing it in increments 
to where we eventually get 
up to a competitive wage, 
but we felt there are so many 
uncertainties … we wanted 
to wait a little bit,” he said.

The commissioners also 
noted that the cost of PEIA 
insurance also went up 
“roughly $600,000 a year.”

“So right there’s our pay 
raise,” he said.

Whisner also told the News 
& Tribune that the proposed 

budget does have some cuts 
in previous spending.

“We did cut some over-
time; we cut some travel, but 
no major cuts,” he said.

The total amount for the 
proposed budget, which 
must by law be balanced, is 
$7,946,310.

Whisner said he hopes 
to speak with the county’s 
judges to see if they wouldn’t 
agree to sentence more of-
fenders to home confine-
ment as opposed to sending 
them to jail.

“There are people that 
need to be in jail, but not ev-
erybody does,” he said. “If 
we could do that and keep 
our jail costs in line, then 
maybe we could get a pretty 
decent raise for our employ-
ees. That’s the goal,” he said.

“We want to make sure 
we keep our employees in 
mind,” he said. “Everybody 
works hard. We have some 
good employees and we want 
to make sure they’re happy.”

Commissioner Roger 
Leatherman made a motion 
to approve the budget, and 
Charles “Dutch” Staggs sec-
onded it. The budget passed 
unanimously.

Mineral Co. Commission 
passes $8 million budget


