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by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Nearly 
one in five COVID-19 cases 
since the start of the pan-
demic in Preston County 
has occurred in less than a 
month.

When September began, 
there were 3,014 cases re-
corded since March 2020. 
On Thursday, the cumu-
lative case count stood at 
3,737.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Health and 
Human Resources has re-
ported 243 new cases in 
the county in the past sev-
en days.

The county now has an 
infection rate of 110.67 cas-
es per 100,000 people, and 
11.85 percent of COVID-19 
tests given in the county in 
the past seven days have 
returned positive. 

That puts Preston Coun-
ty in the red category in the 
county alert system, and 
still in the top five coun-
ties with the highest infec-
tion rate.

According to the Preston 
Health Department, the 
county has had 277 new 
cases over seven days.

The county had 347 ac-
tive cases as of Thursday.

There is an active out-
break at the state hospi-
tal at Hopemont, with five 
staff members testing posi-
tive. No cases have been re-
ported among residents.

The outbreak at the fed-
eral prison complex in Ha-
zelton continues, with 
two inmate cases and five 
among employees.

Statewide, the active 
case count was 15,280 in 
Wednesday’s report. The 
DHHR also reported 25 

new deaths, pushing the to-
tal to 3,492. The daily pos-
itive test percentage was 
11.09, and the cumulative 
percentage was at 5.75.

In the latest report, chil-
dren ages 15 and under ac-
count for nearly one of ev-
ery five (19.42%) of the 
most recent single-day 
1,248 confirmed cases. 
Preston County has 44 con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
in children under 15.

Since Sept. 1, that same 
age group has accounted 
for nearly one out of four 

— 23.07% — of the 28,150 
confirmed cases in West 
Virginia.

Kanawha County, the 
state’s largest in popu-
lation, has almost twice 
as many deaths over the 
course of the pandemic as 
any other county, with 410. 
Cabell has 218; Wood, 203; 
Berkeley, 155; Mercer, 146; 
Raleigh, 131; Logan, 114; 
Monongalia, 111; Putnam, 
108; and Harrison, 105. 
Preston County has had 57 
deaths since the beginning 
of the outbreak.

The counties with the 
fewest deaths are Calhoun, 
two; Doddridge, six; Gilm-
er, seven; Wirt, nine; Brax-
ton, 11; Pendleton, 12; 
Webster and Clay, 13 each; 
and Tyler, Tucker, Roane 
and Ritchie with 14.

West Virginians 12 years 
and older are eligible for 
a COVID-19 vaccine. To 
learn more about the vac-
cine or to find a vaccine 
site near you, visit vacci-
nate.wv.gov or call 1-833-
734-0965.

Staff writer Theresa Marthey 

can be reached by email at 

tmarthey@prestonnj.com or 304-

276-1127.

20 percent of all COVID-19 cases  
in Preston occurred in September
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Even those who have been fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 are urged to wear face coverings during the 
Delta variant surge.

by Kathy Plum

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The 
Preston County Commis-
sion will discuss pay rais-
es for county employees 
and how to spend CARES 
Act money at meetings on 
Oct. 5.

Last week, all county of-
fice holders gave commis-
sioners their reasons for 
requesting raises and sug-
gested increases.

“I think it’s time for 
us to sit down again. You 
have all the information 
from all the office hold-
ers, if you want to con-
sider anything for your 
employees,” County Ad-
ministrator Kathy Mace 
said at Tuesday’s commis-
sion meeting.

Commissioner Saman-
tha Stone suggested put-
ting pay raises on the Oct. 
5 agenda. Putting them on 
the agenda makes it possi-
ble to discuss and vote on 

the matter. Commission 
President Don Smith and 
Commissioner Dave Price 
agreed.

At a work session after 
the Oct. 5 meeting, com-
missioners will discuss 
$922,000 in CARES Act 
funding it still has to al-
locate. Votes are not tak-
en in work sessions.

Price has asked for 
$400,000 of that to be al-
located for county ambu-
lance services. A number 
of other requests have 
also been received.

Also at a future work 
session in mid to late Oc-
tober, Mace said she hopes 
to conduct an “after ac-
tion” rundown on the re-
cent Resonance Music and 
Art Festival. The county 
is involved because it is-
sues mass gathering per-
mits for large events that 
involve people staying 14 
hours or more in tempo-
rary shelters.

“We’ll invite all par-
ties,” Mace said, includ-
ing the Office of Emer-
gency Management and 
911, the health depart-
ment, the sheriff’s de-
partment and promoters 
of the event.

Commission will 
discuss pay raises 
for county workers 
at Oct. 5 meeting
Work session 
on CARES Act 
funding slated 
for same date
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Kingwood Water Works Chief Water Plant Operator James 
Marks and Water Works Clerk Amy DeBerry address the 
county commission.

by Kathy Plum

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The 
Kingwood Water Board is 
debating the best way to 
spend $150,000 in Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act funds 
that city council has made 
available to it.

Council voted last week 
to give the Water Board 
and Sewer Board $150,000 
each; along with $104,818 
to Kingwood Parks and 
Recreation for funds lost 
due to COVID-19; $50,000 
for small businesses that 
need help to recover from 
the pandemic; and to keep 
the remainder in reserve 
for additional projects.

The Water Board and 
Sewer Board will not get a 
check from the city; they 
must spend the money, 
then provide invoices and 

apply for reimbursement.
On Tuesday, the Water 

Board met for the first 
time since the funding was 
awarded and discussed 
how to spend it.

“I think this board is 
very capable of selecting 

what we need to spend it 
on and can spend it on, and 
if our priorities change in 
the midst of it, then so be 
it, we can change those pri-
orities and use it wisely,” 
said Water Board member 
Bill Robertson, who also 

serves on Kingwood City 
Council as the recorder.

It’s a “once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity, I think, to get 
this type of money from 
the city,” Robertson said.

Kingwood Water Board discusses how  
to spend $150,000 in stimulus funds
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Jimmy Maier, right, is the newest member of the Kingwood Water Board. Also shown 
are Mike Loughrie, left, and Bill Robertson.
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by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

TERRA ALTA — The 
bridge crossing the CSX 
tracks will remain closed to 
traffic, Terra Alta officials 
were told Monday.

At a town council meeting, 
Recorder Josh Dodge said 
an offer to make repairs and 
temporarily reopen the span 
has been withdrawn by the 
railroad.

“Reopening the bridge, 
as it stands, is off the ta-
ble,” Dodge said after read-
ing part of a communication 
from CSX Public Projects 
Manager Troy Creasy to 
DOH Assistant Director 

of Engineering/Operations 
Sarah Runyon.

“After a recent evaluation, 
CSX is unable to perform re-
habilitation to reopen the 
existing bridge, due to traf-
fic,” Dodge read from the 
letter. “CSX will continue to 
support [West Virginia Divi-
sion of Highways’] efforts to 
replace the existing bridge.”

CSX also notified the coun-
ty that after an evaluation of 
the bridge, the company de-
cided it would not be cost-ef-
fective to repair and reopen 
the bridge to limited traffic.

In August, CSX officials 
made a “show of good faith” 
in determining what short-

term repairs could be made 
to reopen the bridge to light 
traffic.

“In the short term, we’re 
going to have an assessment 
done here in the next few 
weeks to see if there are re-
pairs that we can do to re-
open the existing bridge for 
light vehicles to use. Obvi-
ously, emergency manage-
ment services, they could 
never technically use that 
bridge; school buses could 
never use the bridge,” 
Creasy said during a meet-
ing with CSX, DOH, coun-
ty and town representatives.

Terra Alta bridge to remain closed
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Weeds are taking root in the CSX bridge in Terra Alta, which has been closed for four 
years.See BRIDGE, A3


