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Police, EMS recap Resonance Festival
by Kathy Plum
STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Again
and again in social media
postings on last weekend’s
2021 Resonance Music and
Arts Festival, attendees issued warnings to others on
their way into the festival:
“They have dogs.”
The dogs they referred to
were the K-9 units used by
police to search cars they
pulled over on their way
to the event at Marvin’s
Mountaintop outside Masontown. And as often as
the drug-sniffing K-9 officers were mentioned in
those postings, they were
mentioned even more frequently in the criminal
complaints filed by police.
Through Friday afternoon, police had charged
people from Illinois, Kansas,
Michigan, Minnesota, New
York, Ohio, Pennsylvania
and Utah with having large
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An aerial view of Marvin’s Mountaintop shows the site of the Resonance Festival.

amounts of illegal drugs.
That included Alprazolam;
Ecstasy; heroin; Ketamine;
LSD; marijuana; meth; psychedelic mushrooms; THC
cartridges, extract, oil and
wax; and various “edibles.”

Sheriff Paul “Moe” Pritt
said the quantities of drugs
on those arrested, along with
scales, plastic bags and currency, identified them as
dealers. One arrest, for example, netted 439 doses of LSD.

Police made 16 felony
and 13 misdemeanor arrests, plus issued 67 citations, through Sunday.
“They want to scream
that it’s pot or mushrooms
and that’s nature and that

won’t kill anybody,” Pritt
said. “I guess marijuana
laced with Fentanyl might,
or the mushrooms laced
with whatever they laced it
with. Or all the LSD that
was floating around or the
pills. Bottom line, it’s still
illegal, and that quantity, they were selling. They
were here to make their
quick profit and get out.”
About 20 officers from outside Preston County came to
help. Pritt said that included
10 out-of-county K-9 units,
the Garrett County, Maryland, sheriff’s narcotics division and the Mountaineer
Highway Interdiction Team
South, which is comprised
of Harrison County Sheriff’s Department, Bridgeport Police, Clarksburg Police and State Police units.
Preston’s
deputies
worked 12-hour shifts.
The county will pay deputies’ salaries. The department has a verbal contract

with festival organizers for
them to reimburse law enforcement up to $32,000.
Using the task force helped
to pay those officers’ salaries
through a grant. During past
events at the venue, like the
All Good Festival, Preston
contracted with out-of-county officers and paid them
with county funds.
“We started working on
this like a month-and-ahalf ago, coordinating how
we were going to approach
it, what we were going to
do,” the sheriff said.
Preston County Circuit
Judge Steve Shaffer obtained state Supreme Court
approval to establish a satellite magistrate court at
the festival. Magistrate P.L
Grimm arraigned those arrested and set bail. A bus was
on hand to transport those
who couldn’t make bond to
the regional jail.
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No days off for Health
Dept. during Delta’s surge
Confirmed
COVID cases
rise another
153 since
Thursday
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The Mon River South Trail in Marion County will be part of the Mountaineer Trail Network.

by Theresa Marthey
STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Preston
County Health Department
employees were praised by
the board of directors at a recent meeting for their tireless work with the recent
surge in COVID-19 cases.
Board President Jim
Fields said the staff is working seven days a week and
giving up time with their
families and weekends.
“We are definitely blessed with our health department,” Fields said. “I have
worked all over the state,
and I have never seen anyone as dedicated as those in
our health department.”
Health Department Administrator V.J. Davis said
the department is trying to
make sure the staff doesn’t
work over 40 hours by tak-
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Preston County Health Department board of directors
President Jim Fields praises the department staff for their
dedication during the COVID-19 pandemic.

ing time off during the week,
if needed.
Fields also said the stress
on the staff has to be unbelievable at times, especially
with the current surge.
Preston County continues
to remain in the red on the
West Virginia Department
of Health and Human Resources web page, and the
infection rate continues to
climb at 132.47 per 100,000
people.
As of Monday, the county
has the fifth-highest infection rate in the state. Counties with higher infection
rates are Grant, McDowell,

Mingo and Wyoming.
The county’s percentage
of COVID-19 tests returning positive is 12.18, with
an additional 153 confirmed
cases since Thursday.
Statewide, 43 counties remain red on the county alert
map. There are currently 21,490 active COVID-19
cases, with 1,318 being reported in the past 24 hours.
“We have approximately
45 new cases per day,” Davis
said. “The state is predicting
the peak for this surge is going to be around Sept. 20.”

See SURGE, A3

Body of Preston man found in Monongahela River
MORGANTOWN — Police are investigating the
circumstances that led to
the discovery of a Preston
County man’s body in Morgantown.
At approximately 5 p.m.
Friday, fishermen reported a
body floating in the Monongahela River.
Morgantown police and
firefighters responded and
located the body in the area
of Monongahela Boulevard,
north of the power station
on Beechurst Avenue and
south of the WVU Core Arboretum.
The deceased was posi-
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Friends of the Cheat
awarded $1.1 million grant
by Theresa Marthey
STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The
Mountaineer Trail Network
is a step closer to becoming
a reality with a $1.1 million
grant award to Friends of
the Cheat.
On Thursday, Friends
of the Cheat was awarded
the $1.1 million grant by
the Appalachian Regional Commission on behalf of
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the marketing, organization
and tourism-focused development needed to leverage
these trails as the world
class assets they truly are,”
Friends of Cheat Executive
Director Amanda Pitzer
said. “This in turn will directly fuel opportunities
for new business startups
in tourism, lodging, dining
and other related sectors.”
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Preston County Courthouse
maintenance project could be costly
by Kathy Plum
STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Prestively identified as Jeffrey
ton County is applying for
Uphold, 23, of Bruceton
a grant to help with what
Mills. Uphold’s family recould be costly mainteported him missing to the
nance work on the county
Morgantown Police Departcourthouse.
ment on Sept. 14. The fam“Right now what you’re
ily had searched, posted
doing is revealing your
signs and conducted a social
problem,” County Adminmedia campaign for days in
istrator Kathy Mace said
an attempt to locate Uphold.
of work being done on the
Uphold’s body was transgrant by the Mills Group.
ported to the Office of the
“This isn’t a for-faint-ofChief Medical Examiner in
heart project. Any time
Charleston for an autopsy.
you’re dealing with any
Detectives from the Morrestoration, this is presergantown Police Department
vation really to keep that
Jeffrey Uphold
structure in good shape.”
are investigating. Anyone
The courthouse was comwith any information is en- partment’s Detective Divipleted in 1934.
couraged to contact the de- sion at 304-284-7454.
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the Mountaineer Trail Network Recreation Authority.
The funds will be used to
enhance and market fourto-eight existing trails in
Northern West Virginia.
Over the next three years,
the Mountaineer Trail Network Recreation Authority
will use these funds to market to tourism businesses as
a destination for biking and
boating.
“This project will provide
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The Preston County Courthouse was dedicated in 1934.

The application should
Mace is preparing an application to the state court- be available for commishouse facilities grant pro- sion approval at its Sept.
gram for money to repoint 28 meeting.
and seal sandstone on the
See PROJECT, A3
courthouse exterior.
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