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Garrett schools to go virtual for next month
by Joseph Hauger
EDITOR

OAKLAND — Garrett
County students will spend
the next month learning from home after the
school board voted Tuesday to start the virtual-only learning option.
In the week that saw all
students back in the classrooms at the end of the
phased-in return to in-person instruction, concerns
about the rising number
of COVID-19 cases, both

countywide and in the
schools, prompted Superintendent Barbara Baker
to recommend the students
learn from home until at
least Dec. 10.
That shutdown of the
buildings to students also
extends to participation
in sports, training and all
other extracurricular activities.
Board members voted 3-1
to accept the recommendation to go to the “red” model that has students using
the virtual learning system

for the next month. Board
member Monica Rinker
voted against the measure.
“I think we need another
week,” Rinker said.
Baker said she wanted to
present the board options
for the eventual return to
full-day, four-day-a-week,
in-school attendance.
“But unfortunately, the
numbers countywide have
started to trend back up —
and back up significantly,”
she said.

See BOE, A9
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Garrett County Public School officials have identified Yough Glades Elementary School
as having a number of COVID-19 cases.

Garrett has 41
Veterans Day
ceremony endures rain new COVID-19
cases in week
by Joseph Hauger
EDITOR

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

Marine veteran Chris Helbig raises his
branch’s flag Wednesday in the Oakland
Veterans Park during a Veterans Day
ceremony.

Taps is rendered by an honor guard during a Veterans Day ceremony
Wednesday morning in Oakland. Despite rising COVID-19 concerns
and steady rain, dozens turned out to honor those who served in the
military.

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

Members of an honor guard fire a rifle salute on Veterans Day at the corner of Third and Oak streets in Oakland.

OAKLAND — Garrett County’s sharp rise
in COVID-19 cases didn’t
slow in the past week, with
the cumulative case count
reaching 235.
While the county’s cumulative case count continues to be well below any
other county in the state,
Garrett has seen 154 positive test results in just a
month — including 41 in
the past week.
New cases include one
girl under 10, two girls in
the 10-19 age range, one
man and five women in
their 20s, four men and
five women in their 30s,
one man and three women
in their 40s, five men and
six women in their 50s,
three women in their 60s,
two men and two women
in their 70s, and one man
in his 80s.
There were 48 isolating
due to positive COVID-19
tests as of Wednesday, the
Garrett County Health
Department reported.
The county’s positivity
rate has consistently exceeded the state rate since
Oct. 18. Meanwhile, Maryland’s positivity rate has

File photo

Garrett County Health
Officer Bob Stephens says
local people can travel
to the Allegany County
Fairgrounds in Cumberland
to receive free COVID-19
testing without orders from
a physician.

exceeded 5% for the first
time since June, which
has prompted Gov. Larry
Hogan to reinstate some
statewide restrictions.
The seven-day positivity rate for Garrett County was 7.3% as of Wednesday, rising from 5.8 % last
week, with 15,969 confirmed negative test results.

See CASES, A9

Forecasts to come from Baltimore/Washington; mild winter expected
by Brenda Ruggiero
STAFF WRITER

all Maryland counties west
of the Chesapeake.

OAKLAND — Garrett
County’s weather forecasts
and alerts are now handled by a different National
Weather Service office.
The move began Tuesday
in an effort to “streamline
forecasting and alerts west
of the Chesapeake Bay and
along the I-95 corridor in
the state.”
Garrett County moved
from the NWS Pittsburgh
Weather Forecast Office to
the NWS Baltimore/Washington Weather Forecast
Office in Sterling, Virginia.
The move means that
NWS Baltimore/Washington will now handle NWS
forecasts and warnings for

Information about the
transfer and the upcoming winter forecast was given during a virtual presentation with Chris Strong
of the NWS in Baltimore/
Washington.
“Oakland’s winter seasonal record for snowfall
the past 12 winters was
very erratic from winter
to winter, but two-thirds of
the winters have been between 50 and 100 inches of
snow, so if you’re a betting
person, that’s about where
you would expect,” Strong
said.
He noted that one of the
things that factors into the

INDEX

Winter outlook

Chris Strong of the National
Weather Service speaks
about the upcoming Garrett
County winter during a virtual presentation Tuesday.

John Frank, director of
Garrett County Emergency Management, leads a
virtual discussion on winter
weather Tuesday.

forecast is El Niño and La
Niña weather patterns,
since the Pacific Ocean is
such a big part of the globe.
“When a big chunk of it
is warmer than normal or

colder than normal, that’s
either putting a lot more
heat and humidity into the
atmosphere and a big part
of the globe or it’s doing the
opposite,” Strong said.
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He stated that this is only
one piece of the puzzle, but
it is easier to forecast because the cycle changes over
many weeks and months
rather than day to day.
“What we are seeing is La
Niña is expected to be cooler than normal, and that’s
expected to continue this
winter,” Strong said. “So
what does that mean for us?
Across the Southern tier of
the U.S. and up through the
mid-Atlantic, milder than
normal is more likely.”
He said that from a precipitation standpoint, the
area is kind of split in the
middle.
“It’s expected to be dryer across the South and expected to be wetter across
the North,” he said.
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More storms are expected than normal tracking
up the Ohio Valley, but less
storms to the east.
“What that does is it tends
to bring more mixed precipitation storms, because it allows the cold air to start but
then the warm air moves up
in advance of the storm on
the east side and it tends to
bring more mixed precipitation and more freezing
rain, Strong said. “So that’s
one of the things that we’re
looking for this winter.
With more storms tracking
just to our west, I think we
can see some more freezing
rain, some more mixed precipitation storms.”

See WINTER, A9

