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FAIRMONT — Drawing 
from a strategic planning 
session held late last year, 
municipal officials have 
been hard at work devel-
oping The Friendly City’s 
Business Spotlight Award, 
showcasing some of Fair-
mont’s most prominent 
businesses.

Although the awards 
started in January, the 
idea for the program came 
from a strategic planning 
session in October during 
which council members 
gave their ideas for better-
ing Fairmont and provided 
some direction to municipal 
officials, according to City 
Planner Mark Miller.

“It stemmed from that 
city goals and priorities ses-
sion that we all attended,” 
he said. “Marketing and 
promoting the city was one 
of the ma-
jor goals. 
… We 
need to 
promote 
the city. 
We need 
to do a 
better job 
market-
ing ourselves. We need to 
do less complaining about 
what we don’t have, and 
celebrate the things we do 
have. And a great way to 
start that is recognizing the 
businesses that are unique 
to the city of Fairmont.”

Fairmont Mayor Brad 
Merrifield said he loves the 
idea for the award program, 
and noted that it’s good to 

see progress being made 
on the list that came out of 
that strategic planning ses-
sion four months ago.

“It al-
ways 
feels good 
to ad-
vance our 
goals,” 
Merri-
field said. 
“In a way, 
it’s the 
competitive nature of win-
ning, with the ultimate goal 
being to improve the city of 
Fairmont in the long run. 
It feels really good, and it 
helps to breed the ener-
gy required to keep mov-
ing. When you see advance-
ments, it keeps you going. 
It’s a positive thing for all 
involved.”

Merrifield said the city 
wouldn’t be what it is with-
out these local businesses, 
and that the symbiotic rela-
tionship between business 
and government is part of 
what makes Fairmont The 
Friendly City.

“The city understands 
that a large part of our rev-
enue for our budget comes 
from the businesses in the 
form of B&O tax,” Mer-
rifield said. “Of all people 
who should be promoting 
(businesses) in the city lim-
its, it should be the city. We 
reap benefits from that that 
we can then turn around 
and give back to the city. 
It’s about businesses doing 
better and flourishing. It’s a 
cycle, and it’s great thing.”

Fairmont makes promotion of businesses a priority in 2020

Alex Petry, program manager for economic 
development with Fairmont, presents 

January’s Business Spotlight Award to 
Adam’s Office Supply during a City Council 

meeting last month.

Fairmont City Council met with city officials 
in October for a strategic planning session. 
Highlighting local businesses was one of 
many ideas that came out of the session.
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