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ACCIDENT — The Ac-
cident Volunteer Fire De-
partment celebrated its 
75th anniversary on Aug. 1.

A dinner was held on 
Sept. 18 in honor of this 
milestone, with awards  
presented to several mem-
bers. This included active 
veterans Alva Rexrode, who 
joined in 1965, and Donald 
Ringer, who joined in 1967.

Jerry Maust received the 

Chief’s Award, and Isa-
iah Carrington was named 
Firefighter of the Year.

According to information 
compiled by the late Mary 
Miller Straus in her book, 
“Flowery Vale: A History of 
Accident, Maryland,” plan-
ning began early in 1946 
for the organization of a 
fire company in Accident, 
and research was begun for 
obtaining used fire trucks.

The first meeting of the 
fire company was held 
on Aug. 1, 1946, at the 

Accident School. Officers 
were H.M Speicher, pres-
ident; F.E. Spoerlein, vice 
president; Audra Goeh-
ringer, secretary; R.C. 
Turney, treasurer; John 
Shoemaker, chief; Charles 
Strauss, assistant chief; 
Sherman Frazee, second 
assistant chief; and Roy 
Broadwater, captain. 

A total of 27 chartered 
members formed Acci-
dent’s first fire company.

OAKLAND — 
A silo collapsed 
Sunday morn-
ing, destroying 
a nearby barn 
at a Blue Ribbon 
Road farm.

The farm, 
owned by Kris-
toph Yoder, is lo-
cated across the 
road from Hei-
di’s Bakery & 
Cafe. Silage ap-
parently shifted, 
bringing the silo 
crashing into the 
barn, causing se-
vere structural 
damage.

Demolition of 
the barn was ex-
pected to be com-
pleted this week.

From Staff Reports

McHENRY — On Sept. 
23, Garrett College officials 
unsealed a time capsule bur-
ied in 1996 as part of the col-
lege’s 25th anniversary.

The event, which took 
place in the GC art gallery, 
was part of the kickoff to the 
college’s 50th anniversary 
celebration.

Time capsule contents in-
cluded a 1996 letter from 
Garrett Community Col-
lege President Steve Her-
man, a message from the 
faculty via Dean of Academ-
ic Affairs Lillian Mitchell, a 
memo from the 1996 Stu-
dent Government Associa-
tion to today’s SGA, and a 
letter from the 1996 Board 
to Trustees to today’s facul-
ty, staff, students and board 
members.

The letters touched on the 
close-knit nature of the col-
lege community, as well as 
some of the college’s signa-
ture academic programs, in-
cluding Natural Resources 
Wildlife Technology and Ad-
venturesports. There were 
several references to “new 
technology,” including email 
and the fledgling internet.

There were also photos 
of the Class of 1996 and the 

GCC Pipe & Drum Corps, 
computer disks containing 
excepts from the 1971-73 
GCC catalog (covering the 
first class of students), an 
article about the 1992 base-
ball team, and an Adven-
turesports Triathlon medal.

Dr. Richard Midcap, Gar-
rett College’s president, 
then invited those in atten-
dance to submit significant 
present-day items that will 
be sealed in a new time cap-
sule to be opened as part of 
GC’s 60th anniversary in 
2031.

“Spoiler Alert: I’m pret-
ty sure hand sanitizer and a 
face mask will be included,” 
Midcap said.

On a more serious note, 
Midcap recounted the col-
lege’s growth over the last 
50 years, and recognized the 
role state and local officials 
have played in that growth.

“The college’s growth has 
taken place for numerous 
reasons, but two stand out 
— the incredible support we 
have received from a succes-
sion of county commission-
ers, as well as the advoca-
cy of our representatives in 
the state Senate and House 
of Delegates,” noted Midcap.

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — Twen-
ty-nine people in Garrett 
County have been hospital-
ized for COVID-19 in the 
past six weeks. Of those, 
only four have been fully 
vaccinated.

According to the Garrett 
County Health Depart-
ment, 86.2 percent of hos-
pitalized patients were un-
vaccinated (25 out of 29) 
and 13.8 percent were vac-
cinated.

“In the most recently an-
alyzed week, hospitaliza-
tions in Garrett County for 

COVID-19 have occurred 
exclusively among people 
who were not fully vac-
cinated,” Deputy Health 
Officer Dr. Jennifer Cord-
er said. “While no vaccine 
is 100-percent effective, 
the COVID-19 vaccine of-
fers very strong protec-
tion against being hospi-
talized from COVID-19. It 
is the best layer of protec-
tion that exists and the saf-
est way to gain immunity.”

As the number of 
COVID-19 cases contin-
ues to rise in the coun-
ty with the spread of the 
Delta variant, data from 

the health department is 
showing strong differences 
between vaccinated people 
and those who have not re-
ceived an injection.

— In the past six weeks, 
84.4 percent of new 
COVID-19 cases (453 out of 
537) have occurred among 
the unvaccinated. The oth-
er 15.6 percent (84 out of 
537) have been among 
the vaccinated. The latter 
are referred to as “break-
through” cases — people 
who have been fully vacci-
nated but have contracted 
the virus.

— Seventy-five percent 

of people over the age of 
65 in Garrett County have 
been fully vaccinated, and 
79.5 percent have received 
at least one vaccine. This 
age group is not experienc-
ing growing case numbers, 
representing 11.4 percent 
of the total new cases for 
this time period (61 out of 
537).

— Cases of COVID-19 
under the age of 18 make 
up 19 percent of total cas-
es, with a continuing trend 
of growing case numbers in 
that age group.

Accident Volunteer Fire Department celebrates 75 years

Submitted photo

Some of the members of the Accident Volunteer Fire Department are pictured. In the 
front are Mascot Chief Saturday, Alva Rexrode and Don Ringer. Back: Isaiah Carrington, 
Nick Ahern, Paul Hook, Ed Bach, Gary Teets, Jerry Maust, Shaina Saturday, Dean 
George, Paul Custer, Richard Carlson, Caleb Rowan, Megan Bender, Allen Bach, Adam 
Bach, Jamison Bender, Jess Carey and Travis Pickett.See VFD, A7

Garrett College 
opens time capsule 
to mark 50th year

Photo by Hannah Sickles

Garrett County Chamber of Commerce Project Coordi-
nator Holly Lane presents Garrett College President Dr. 
Richard Midcap with a plaque from the Chamber during 
the opening of a time capsule buried in 1996. The plaque 
commemorates the college’s 50th anniversary.

See CAPSULE, A7

Silo collapses

Staff photo by Lisa Rook

Silage is removed from the remains of a silo that collapsed Sunday at a farm on Blue Ribbon 
Road.

Staff photo by Lisa Rook

This tractor was a casualty of Sunday’s silo collapse.

Staff photo by Lisa Rook

Beams supporting a barn on Blue Ribbon Road were 
cracked in the collapse of a nearby silo Sunday.

Vaccinations reduce hospitalizations

See VACCINES, A7
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