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Gentrifying Fairmont
City officials detail beautification, development plans

by John Mark Shaver

FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR

FAIRMONT, W.Va. (WV News) — 
Fairmont’s new mayor and deputy 
mayor were sworn in about a month 
ago, and the duo is hoping to lead 
beautification and economic develop-
ment efforts over the next two years.

Fairmont Mayor Tom Mainella, who 
previously served in the position in 
2017 and 2018, said his major goal re-
mains the demolition of old and dilap-
idated buildings across the city, some-
thing he’s aimed to do for his entire 
time serving on council.

The wish to remove blighted build-
ings from the city is shared by Depu-
ty Mayor Donna Blood, who said tear-
ing down these abandoned structures 
is an important step in the beautifica-
tion of Fairmont.

“When we had our 
(strategic planning) 
meeting about a year 
and a half ago, that 
was probably No. 1 
on my list,” Blood 
said. “It’s still real-
ly important. People 
aren’t going to want 
to move to a city that 
looks dilapidated, so 
getting rid of those old buildings has 
had a real push and momentum be-
hind it. We need to continue to either 
get people to fix up their buildings or 
raze them.”

New Fairmont City Planner Shae 
Strait wants to focus on beautification 
efforts across the city, as well. He said 
there are already a number of goals in 
the city’s comprehensive plan related 
to beautification, and he wants to com-

plete and expand on them as much as 
possible.

“Some of those things are wonder-
ful projects, such as developing bet-
ter, complete streets and development 
standards and right-of-way standards 
for our community,” Strait said. “If 
there’s one place where the city can 
invest in beautification, it’s the land 
that we own and retain for public val-
ue. Several of those listed in the (com-
prehensive) plan will be a priority for 
us. …

“Something that is important that 
goes with the beautification is look-
ing at some of the programs like the 
façade restoration grant that used to 
exist and try to get those back up and 
running again and similar programs 
to help with those beautification ef-
forts.”
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