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CHARLESTON — State 
and federal officials have 
been writing letters trying 
to stop the transfer of in-
mates from the Washing-
ton, D.C., jail system to FCC 
Hazelton and FCI Gilmer in 
Glenville.

U.S. Sens. Joe Manchin, 
D-W.Va., and Shelly Moore 
Capito, R-W.Va., and Rep. 
David McKinley, R-W.Va., 
as well as Gov. Jim Justice 
have written letters to the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons 
and the U.S. marshals to 
ask them to stop the trans-
fer of the prisoners to West 
Virginia.

Manchin announced his 
opposition in a statement 
released Saturday.

“West Virginians have 
buckled down and close-
ly followed state and feder-
al guidelines to prevent the 

spread of COVID-19 here 
in the Mountain State, and 
that’s why I am strongly op-
posing the transfer of out-
of-state prisoners to West 
Virginia,” Manchin said. 
“During this time of a glob-
al pandemic, we must take 
every precaution to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19, 
and this is especially true 
in our correctional system, 

where the brave men and 
women who operate these 
facilities work in close prox-
imity with our prison popu-
lations.”

Manchin said he is deep-
ly troubled by the trans-
fer plan, which puts cor-
rectional officers and their 
families at greater risk.

“I am imploring BOP 
to reassess their plans 

and instead help our state 
through this challenging 
time by using the excess ca-
pacity at FCC Hazelton and 
FCI Gilmer to help relieve 
the overcrowding in our 
state jails and waving the 
cost of housing the inmates 
for the duration of the pan-
demic. This act of compas-
sion by BOP would greatly 
benefit the people of West 
Virginia while we contin-
ue to fight this terrible vi-
rus. I will continue work-
ing with the U.S. Justice 
Department, BOP leader-
ship, union leaders and the 
leadership teams at FCC 
Hazelton and FCI Gilmer 
to ensure every precaution 
is taken to keep the citizens 
of West Virginia, our correc-
tional officers, and the in-
mates safe as we fight the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” he 
said.

Tuesday April 28, 202075¢ 75¢

prestonnj.com

Classified ............................ B9

Crossword & Games ............ B9

304-329-0090

or 1-800-244-6872

Copyright 2020 • WV News

Kingwood, WV  26537

Find us on

INDEX
Opinion ............................... A6

Sports ............................. B1-2

 CIVIC MEETINGS, Page A5  OBITUARIES, Page A7 FOR THE RECORD, Page A5INSIDE

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

HAZELTON — The federal pris-
ons at Hazelton and Glenville are 
being designated as regional quar-
antine sites for the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons — meaning a transfer of 
hundreds of inmates here, accord-
ing to a union official.

Richard Heldreth, president of 
Local 420 of the American Fed-
eration of Government Employ-
ees, representing workers at Fed-
eral Correctional Center Hazelton, 
said in an email that he was origi-
nally told a transfer of hundreds of 
inmates from Washington, D.C., to 
Hazelton was due to overcrowding 
in the system.

“I have since discovered that 
this was not the case,” Heldreth 
wrote. “The real reason appears 
to be that the D.C. system is ex-
periencing a large outbreak of 
COVID-19.”

The number of inmates to be 
transferred could range from 200 
to 250, according to unconfirmed 
estimates. The proposed plan 
would be to move only asymptom-
atic prisoners.

A statement from the prison in 
Hazelton said while intra-agen-
cy movements can be controlled 
within the Bureau of Prisons, “we 
have no authority to refuse in-
mates brought to us by the U.S. 
Marshals Service.”

According to the statement, 
the two sites in West Virginia are 
among 10 that will be used as quar-
antine sites, where newly admit-
ted inmates will be quarantined 
for 14 days before being medically 
cleared to be transferred to their 
designated prisons.

The statement does not address 
the transfer of inmates already 
serving their sentences in facilities 
in which COVID-19 has spread.

Heldreth wrote there had been 

concerns in the media that D.C.-ar-
ea facilities were not applying 
proper distancing measures and 
supplying personal protective 
equipment to the inmate popula-
tion, resulting in more than 80 in-
mates being confirmed positive for 
COVID-19.

In contrast, FCC Hazelton has 
experienced no cases of COVID-19 
among its inmates or staff, to date, 
he stated.

Heldreth said transferring the 
prisoners to Hazelton is a mistake.

“It would risk the lives of thou-
sands of staff and inmates at the 
complex by subjecting them to ex-
posure from these inmates that 
are in a heavily contaminated facil-
ity,” he wrote. “In turn, this would 
place the surrounding communi-
ties at risk, needlessly exposing 
staff from West Virginia, Pennsyl-
vania and Maryland to the virus.”

Plan to transfer inmates to Hazelton ‘quarantine zone’ moving ahead
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Protesters made their displeasure known Sunday with the transfer of 
inmates from Washington, D.C., to FCC Hazelton, which has been desig-
nated as a quarantine site.

State and federal officials 
oppose transfer of inmates

 Sens. Manchin and Capito
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CHARLESTON — Gov. 
Jim Justice on Monday said 
the state will begin reopen-
ing when the percentage of 
COVID-19 tests that come 
back positive is under 3 per-
cent for three straight days.

The state has one day un-
der that level now, which 
could mean reopening start-
ing Wednesday or Thursday, 
if that continues.

Justice said when hospitals 
and elective medical proce-
dures reopen this week, that 
will mean a little over 11,000 
state residents will go back to 
work, Justice said.

He added that as more 
parts of the economy are re-
opened, that will mean more 
of the many West Virginians 
out of work will be able to go 
back on the job.

Justice said state officials 
would continue to monitor 
the situation to make sure 
residents “get back to work 
in a safe fashion.”

Justice praised state res-
idents for the work they’ve 
done so far to keep the posi-
tive testing rate under 4 per-
cent. He noted the state’s 
vulnerable population, and 

its proximity to many popu-
lation centers along the East-
ern seaboard.

The next part may be even 
more difficult, Justice said. 
Residents must be united to 
move forward, he said.

The most important met-
ric going forward will be 
the number of positive tests 
vs. tests taken. For the first 
time during COVID-19 test-
ing, Justice said.

To keep the percentage un-
der 3 percent, “here’s where 
you West Virginians have to 
help one another, and have to 
police yourself ... as we move 
forward and try to get you 
back to work, and try to get 
you back to a lifestyle that 
isn’t self-restricting,” Justice 
said.

That means social distanc-
ing, and wearing a face mask 
when social distancing isn’t 
possible, Justice said. Work 
from home, if possible, and 
follow state regulations and 
health department regula-
tions on COVID-19, Justice 
added.

“We’re allowing people to 
reopen, but we’re not requir-
ing them to reopen,” Justice 
said.

Governor announces 
plan to reopen state

Office of Gov. Jim Justice 

The state will embark on a plan to reopen businesses 
over the next six weeks if COVID-19 test results continue 
to trend under 3%, Gov. Jim Justice said Monday,.
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KINGWOOD — Preston High School seniors 
are trying to deal with the reality of their school 
year being finished in their homes as school 
buildings are shuttered due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The prom was canceled, and now with the noti-
fication from Gov. Jim Justice of online classes to 
continue through the remainder of the 2019-20 
school year, it appears the graduation ceremony 
scheduled for the end of May is also in jeopardy.

Superintendent Steve Wotring said the school 
is in the process of discussions regarding grad-
uation.

“We are still having to work through many de-
tails to pull everything together,” Wotring said. 
“I pledge to make this a special graduation for 
each and every one of our seniors.”

Preston High seniors, parents saddened 
that graduation may not be held in May 
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Graduation may be different for the Preston High School class of 
2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the decision by Gov. Jim 
Justice to close physical school buildings for the remainder of the 
school year. Pictured here is the class of 2019 graduation ceremony.
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