
Kingwood’s annual 
Summer Home Repair 
Program is now accepting 
applications.

Preston outlasts RCB, 64-
58, after a series of rallies 
Thursday night.

Do you believe President 
Trump was justified in 
ordering the drone strike 
that killed Iran’s top mil-
itary leader and known 
terrorist coordinator?

a) Yes. The general was 
responsible for thousands 
of deaths and orchestrated 
countless terrorist attacks 
and threats.

b) Yes. The general and Iran 
have been major players in 
efforts to destabilize Iraq and 
other Middle East countries 
for many years.

c) No. The targeted strike 
has increased dangers to U.S. 
troops and personnel in the 
Middle East and elsewhere.

d) No. Violence is not the 
answer. More diplomacy is 
needed, not war.
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STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Meeting 
changes, a new president and 
the approval of holidays for 
county employees were just 
some of the ways the Preston 
County Commission started 
the new year.

Samantha Stone was elected 
to be president of the commis-
sion for this coming year, and 
she is excited to see what the 
next year brings to Preston 
County.

“There are always differ-
ent things the commission is 
working on,” Stone said. “I 
am excited to be the president. 
Truly though, the president’s 
duties are acting on behalf of 
the entire commission, signing 
things that need to be filed and 
leading the meetings.”

Stone believes she is ready 
for the work, but also believes 
any of the three commission-
ers would be up to the task.

When asked about what the 
future holds for Preston Coun-
ty, Stone said she believes the 
future is bright with the coun-
ty adapting to the changes go-
ing on around us.

“Preston County is a place 
where people want to live,” 
Stone said. “I am hopeful for 
some growth with the Eco-
nomic Development Authority 
in the way of industry having a 

plant of some sort come here.”
She also believes residents 

have become accustomed to 
having to drive to other plac-
es to shop. With the dawn of 
online shopping, the county is 
going to have to become cre-
ative in how to address the 
situation.

“In my personal opinion, I 
see our county becoming more 
tourism based,” Stone said. “I 
believe that it is going to be 
the way to generate more cash 
money to work with. We need 
to plug into that.”

She believes the county is 
growing, but the tax base is 
not — and that is one of many 

obstacles the county has to 
overcome.

Stone also referred to get-
ting an election center for 
the County Clerk, whether it 
would be a rented location or 
a new building with all possi-
bilities being explored at this 
time.

“We have so many things we 
are working on,” Stone said. “I 
would like to see the comple-
tion of some of these things.”

Another change coming to 
the commission is the chang-
ing of their weekly meetings 
from Mondays to Tuesdays.

Samantha Stone named new
county commission president
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Preston County commissioners, from left, Samantha Stone, 
Dave Price and Don Smith elected Stone as commission pres-
ident. The commissioners also changed their weekly meetings 
from Mondays to Tuesdays.
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KINGWOOD — The pri-
mary election is coming up in 
May, and local candidates can 
begin filing for office Mon-
day at the Preston County 
Clerk’s office, and state can-
didates file in Charleston or 
their local state offices.

Three municipalities will 
also be having elections in 
May: Bruceton Mills, Bran-
donville and Rowlesburg. 
Municipal offices file at their 
local town halls.

The filing deadline for all 
offices is Jan. 25. If filing via 
mail, forms must be post-
marked by Jan. 25.

County seats up for elec-
tion include the District Two 
county commission seat cur-
rently held by Don Smith. The 
district consists of Kingwood, 
Albright and Tunnelton.

The sheriff, prosecutor, 
assessor and all three mag-
istrate positions also will be 
on the ballot.

Clerk Linda Huggins said 
the county surveyor and Soil 
Conservation District super-
visor will be on the list. Both 
are four-year terms.

Filing fees for county offic-
es can be determined by call-
ing the county clerk’s office.

On the state level, the state 
Senate District 14 seat cur-
rently held by Randy Smith, 

R -T u c k e r, 
is up for 
re-election, 
as well as 
House of 
D e l e g a t e s 
District 52 
and 53, cur-
rently held 
by Republi-
can incum-
bents Terri Funk Sypolt and 
D.R. “Buck” Jennings, re-
spectively.

On the Preston County 
Board of Education, three 
seats are up for re-election — 
those currently occupied by 
Pam Feathers, Bob Ridenour 
and Bob Huggins. Huggins is 
sitting in the seat occupied by 
Robert “Mac” McCrum, who 
resigned to run for the House 
of Delegates.

Huggins also said the Coun-
ty Clerk’s office will be open 
on the last filing date, Jan. 
25 from 8:30 a.m. to noon for 
candidates to file.

“We have been open on the 
last day of filing in the past 
out of courtesy to our candi-
dates,” Huggins said. “This 
year, it is required that Coun-
ty Clerk’s offices be open on 
the last day of filing.”

As of Friday, the following 
people have filed pre-candi-
dacy papers, which allows 
them to begin fundraising:

Filing dates looming 
for primary election
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Employees at the Preston County Clerk’s Office in Kingwood 
are preparing for the May primary election.

Huggins
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KINGWOOD — A Bruceton 
Mills man who entered into a 
plea deal Sept. 3 on sexual abuse 
charges by a parent, guardian or 
custodian will instead be going 
to trial in May.

Preston County Circuit Judge 
Steve Shaffer rejected the plea 
on Tuesday after he reviewed 
an evaluation on Donald Carl 
Stout, 70.

“After reviewing the pre-sen-

tence in-
vestigation 
report and 
this evalu-
ation plan 
... by Gary 
Amos, the 
court is go-
ing to reject 
the plea in 
this matter,” 

Shaffer said.
During Stout’s Sept. 3 hear-

ing, Shaffer had delayed action 
the plea agreement pending 
the pre-sentence investigation 
report in another case in which 
Stout made an Alford/Kennedy 

plea to failure to register as a sex 
offender.

The plea agreement was to be 
binding, and if accepted, Stout 
would have served 10 to 20 years 
on home confinement with no 
contact with children or minors. 
He would be exempt from pay-
ing home confinement costs for 
one year due to lack of income, 
with the opportunity to revisit 
paying fees at the end of the year.

In exchange, the prosecution 
would drop a count of first-de-
gree sexual assault and two 
counts of child abuse resulting 
in injury.

Court rejects plea deal in sex abuse case
Donald Stout to 
go to trial May 26

Stout
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KINGWOOD — The Preston 
County Commission recently 
received a letter from the Free-
dom from Religion Foundation 
requesting it to stop “organiz-
ing and promoting religious 
events” on the courthouse 
lawn.

The organization specifically 
referred to the National Day of 
Prayer that has been held an-
nually on the courthouse lawn 
for several years. 

The letter was composed by 
Brendan Johnson for the Free-
dom from Religion Foundation 
in Wisconsin.

The foundation stated in a 
letter dated Dec. 26, “We un-
derstand that the county com-
mission promotes its annual 
prayer events on its official 
government website.”

The letter included a link to 
the county commission website 
which read, “Please join the 
Preston County Commission-
ers on the courthouse lawn at 
noon on Thursday, May 2, 2019, 

to celebrate the National Day 
of Prayer.”

“I don’t see 
that they have 
a reason for us 
to not have 
the event,” 
Commission-
er Dave Price 
said at last 
week’s meet-
ing. “They 
were under 

the impression that we spon-
sored that event.”

When it comes to the event 
being posted on the website, 
Price said they can look what 
they do for any organization 
that uses the courthouse lawn 
for events.

After researching the separa-
tion of church and state, Prices 
believes the intent of the sepa-
ration of church and state “is to 
ensure that no religion receives 
special treatment or condemna-
tion.

“But not that it would exclude 
it from government,” Price said.

Commission asked to stop National Day of Prayer
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A National Day of Prayer was held on the Preston County Courthouse lawn in 2019. Approx-
imately 20 people attended the ceremony organized by the Preston County Commission and 
officiated by Pastor Mike Charlton of New Life Ministries in Reedsville. Attendees were asked 
to pray for their communities, government officials, schools and churches.

Price
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