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Palatine Park to host 
Three Rivers Festival

Festival-goers practiced social distancing last year.

by John Mark Shaver

FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR

FAIRMONT, W.Va. (WV News) — After be-
ing modified last year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the West Virginia Three Rivers 
Festival is set to be held in full this weekend, 
promising days of fun and free entertainment 
for those who attend.

The event kicks off on Wednesday when 
the festival’s carnival rides open to the pub-
lic, and from there, the community can ex-
pect a parade, live concerts, competitions and 
much more throughout the weekend, accord-
ing to Three Rivers Festival board member 
Jon Dodds.

Dodds added that it’s going to be great to 
see people outside and gathering again.

“I’m most excited to see everyone and get 
back to a new normal,” Dodds said. “I think 
that a lot of people in the community are go-
ing to enjoy coming out. You can take your 
precautions and wear masks and social dis-
tance, but it’s going to be really nice to see 
the community start to come back together 
and enjoy the family entertainment.”

However, some safety precautions will be in 
place for the four-day event.

“We’ve requested and received approv-
al from the health department,” Dodds said. 
“We consulted with them on the parade, car-
nival, live entertainment and all other as-
pects. We’ve reduced commercial vendors to 
allow for more distancing around the carnival 
area, and we encourage people to engage in 
ways that they are comfortable.”
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