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by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County will have addition-
al flexibility in vaccinating 
those with the highest risk 
in contracting COVID-19, 
but the vaccine supply is 
limited.

“Overseeing the distribu-
tion of the vaccine is prob-
ably the most challenging 
responsibility the health de-
partment has been tasked 
with in decades,” Garrett 
County Health Officer Bob 
Stephens said. “We have a 
very limited supply of vac-
cine, and it is not possible 
to provide the vaccine to ev-
eryone who wants it at this 
time. We are relying on our 
partner agencies to help us 
make sure the vaccine we 
do have gets to the folks 

who need it most.”
Following reports that 

counties which have com-
pleted the first round of 
vaccinations in the 1A tier 
were prohibited from mov-
ing to the next level until 
all of Maryland had ful-
filled the 1A requirement, 
Gov. Larry Hogan on Tues-
day announced actions to 
accelerate the statewide 
vaccination program.

Those moves include 
providing National Guard 
emergency vaccination 
teams and 700 volunteers 
to assist health depart-
ments with administering 
the doses, as well as ex-
panding the topmost tier 
to include all registered, li-
censed and certified health-
care providers.

Also, “the state is adopt-

ing a rolling vaccine alloca-
tion model where we will 
not wait for all the mem-
bers of a particular prior-
ity group to get vaccinat-
ed before moving on to the 
next group in line,” accord-
ing to a press release issued 
Wednesday.

However, the same re-
lease says the state still ex-
pects to start vaccinating 
those in the 1B tier at the 
end of January. That tier 
now includes all Maryland-
ers age 75 and older, spe-
cial needs group homes, 
high-risk inmates, devel-
opmentally disabled popu-
lations, continuity of gov-
ernment vaccinations, as 
well as teachers, child care 
and education staff.

Health department: Supply of vaccines limited 

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

MARTINSBURG, W.Va. 
— Garrett County person-
nel recently turned out to 
honor a fellow firefighter 
killed in the line of duty.

Senior Airman Logan 
Young, 30, a firefighter as-
signed to the 167th Airlift 
Wing in Martinsburg, W.Va., 
died on Dec. 28. 

According to the West 
Virginia National Guard, 
Young responded to a mutu-
al-aid call at a structure fire 
when he was fatally injured 
on Dec. 27.

“When any line-of-du-
ty death occurs, that’s a 
massive blow to the broth-
erhood,” said Jonathan 
Dayton, president of the 
Allegany Garrett Counties 
Volunteer Fire Rescue As-
sociation. “We learned that 
Senior Airman Logan Young 
was being transported from 
Charleston to Winchester, 
Va., his final resting place.”

Dayton said an “All Call” 
was put out to firefighters, 

law enforcement and emer-
gency management work-
ers.

“Local volunteers and ca-
reer fire, EMS and law en-

forcement agencies jumped 
at a chance to honor the fall-
en hero,” Dayton said.

All of the Interstate 68 
overpasses were staffed with 

volunteer fire and EMS de-
partments.

“From the time he en-
tered the state of Maryland, 
he was greeted by a wave 

of fellow brothers paying 
respect for Senior Airman 
Young,” Dayton said.

Dayton noted that he saw 
pictures and videos of the 

same show of respect occur-
ring in West Virginia, as well 
as when Young entered Vir-
ginia. 

Departments in Gar-
rett and Allegany counties, 
as well as Mineral County, 
W.Va., came together to staff 
the local overpasses.

Young, a resident of Mar-
tinsburg, is survived by his 
mother, father, brother and 
fiancée.

“It’s always a sad day for 
the fire service when we 
lose one of our own,” Day-
ton said. “It’s also a bright 
day when I see all the de-
partments come together to 
pay tribute to a fallen hero. 
Senior Airman Young was 
a true hero and served his 
country, state and commu-
nity with pride. We thank 
Senior Airman Young for his 
service and offer these final 
words, ‘We’ll take it from 
here ...’”

Staff writer Brenda Ruggiero can 

be reached at 301-501-8393 or by 

email at bruggiero@therepublican-

news.com.

Local personnel honor fallen Martinsburg firefighter

Submitted photo

Local emergency personnel responded to the “All Call” to honor fallen firefighter Senior Airman Logan Young.
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EDITOR

OAKLAND — A steady 
supply of easy food for the 
local bald eagle population 
will be disappearing when 
the new wastewater treat-
ment plant is built.

At Monday’s town coun-
cil meeting, Oakland Mayor 
Jay Moyer said he and Ex-
ecutive Coordinator Gwen 
Evans had met with Chris 
Everly from the Maryland 
Bird Conservation Partner-
ship to discuss the eagle sit-
uation.

The partnership main-
tains and enhances local 
bird populations and hab-
itats by fostering partner-
ships with public and pri-
vate entities.

Moyer said when the new, 
multi-community wastewa-
ter treatment plant is con-
structed, Oakland will be 
obligated to shut down the 
current treatment lagoons. 

The Maryland Department 
of the Environment has 
been pressing treatment fa-
cilities to move away from 
lagoon systems.

However, one of Oak-
land’s lagoons happens to 
be filled with bass, which are 
easy prey that have attract-
ed several eagles to take up 

residence around the pond.
Moyer said the fish popu-

lation was introduced sever-
al years ago when the lake 
at Herrington Manor was 
drained, and 2,000 finger-
ling bass were moved to one 
of the lagoons.

See VACCINES, A2

OAKLAND — Garrett 
Regional Medical Center 
welcomed Rosanna Marie 
Schissler as the first baby 
of 2021, born at 5:02 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 3.

She was delivered by Dr. 
Marlana Bollinger of Well-
spring Family Medicine. 

Rosanna weighed in 

at 6 pounds, 12.5 ounces 
and was 18.5 inches long. 
She is the daughter of 
Ariel Butcher and Steven 
Schissler of Crellin.

The nurses and staff of 
GRMC’s maternity suite 
celebrate the tradition of 
welcoming the first baby 
each year by preparing 
handmade items and col-
lecting donations for the 
New Year’s baby.

The team presented a 

gift basket that included 
items from Book Mark’et, 
Shop ’n Save, Dairy 
Queen, Deep Creek Phar-
macy, Denny’s Restau-
rant, Lohr Gift Shop, 
Green Acres, Gregg’s 
Pharmacy, Ledo’s Pizza, 
Madalyn Hoffeditz, Min-
dy Bernard Photography, 
Pizza Hut, West Virgin-
ia Sleep Project, Simon 
Pearce, Smart Style and 
Uno’s Restaurant.

Garrett’s first 
baby of 2021

Submitted photo

Rosanna Marie Schissler is the first baby of 2021 born at Garrett Regional Medical 
Center.

Lagoon shutdown would 
affect eagles’ habitat

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

A bald eagle stands in the Youghiogheny River just out-
side Oakland.

See LAGOON, A2
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