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EDITOR

OAKLAND — In light 
of the first two confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in Gar-
rett County, the Board of 
Commissioners declared 
a state of emergency that 
went into effect at 5 p.m. 
Sunday.

The declaration will last 
for at least 30 days, and 
provides the departments 
of health and emergency 
services the authority and 
resources to combat the 
outbreak.

Commission Chairman 

Paul Edwards said the 
county emergency is in 
accordance with Gov. Lar-
ry Hogan’s March 5 state-
wide declaration.

“After consultation with 
representatives of the 
Garrett County Health 
Department, the county 
health officer, as well as 
other local public health 
personnel and the Gar-
rett County director of 
emergency management 
and emergency services, 
I have determined a pub-
lic health catastrophe has 
occurred, or the threat 
thereof is imminent,” Ed-

wards said during a Sun-
day afternoon announce-
ment.

Edwards said the dec-
laration is necessary to 

save lives, to protect pub-
lic health and safety and 
to allow emergency agen-
cies to better prepare for 
a larger crisis.

The Garrett Coun-
ty emergency operations 
plan will be put into ef-
fect, he said, and the dec-
laration will allow for 

evacuations and use of 

county facilities as shel-

ters, if necessary.

Garrett declares state of emergency on COVID-19
Three cases confirmed in 
county as of Wednesday
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In this image taken from video, Garrett County commissioners, along with emergency and health officials, declare a 
state of emergency in the county Sunday following the announcement of positive COVID-19 cases.

by Renée Shreve

STAFF WRITER

ANNAPOLIS — Gov. 
Larry Hogan on Monday 
issued 
an exec-
utive or-
der which 
closes all 
nonessen-
tial busi-
nesses, 
organiza-
tions, es-
tablish-
ments 
and facilities in Maryland.

“We want you to stay in 
your homes,” the governor 
said.

He indicated the new 
social-distancing mea-
sure was necessary to pro-
tect the health and safe-
ty of Marylanders from 
COVID-19.

“In addition to those 
businesses that have al-
ready been closed by our 
prior executive orders,” 
Hogan said, “this new exec-
utive order closes all those 
businesses not covered by 
federal guidelines, which 
were issued Thursday by 
the federal government, 
as defined by critical infra-
structure sectors.”

Those include health 
care, food, agriculture, en-
ergy, public works, com-
munity-based government 
operations, defense and in-
dustrial based sectors, law 
enforcement, public safe-
ty, transportation, critical 
manufacturing, financial 
services and water/waste-
water.

“Let me be clear,” the 
governor said, “we are not 
issuing or ordering a shel-
ter-in-place order directive 
or forcing people to stay 
home. However, we are tell-

ing all Marylanders to fol-
low all of the directives we 
have already issued, and 
to follow state law against 
crowds of more than 10 
people.

“And we are telling you,” 
he continued, “unless you 
have an essential reason 
to leave your house, then 
you should stay in your 
homes.”

The state currently has 
423 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19, an exponential 
increase in recent days.

The Maryland Depart-

ment of Health announced 
Tuesday the fourth coro-
navirus death in the state. 
It identified the victim as a 
Baltimore County man in 
his 60s who suffered from 
underlying medical condi-
tions.

Hogan stressed that the 
increase in the number of 
confirmed cases could be 
attributed to the increase 
in the availability of tests 
and the number of people 
being tested.

Hogan closes nonessential businesses
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Gov. Larry Hogan on Monday issued an executive order which closes all nonessential 
businesses, organizations, establishments and facilities in Maryland. While restaurants’ 
dining rooms have closed, drive-thru and delivery continue at many locations.

Hogan

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — In light of 
the COVID-19 outbreak, 
most town halls throughout 
Garrett County are closed to 
the public.

Towns have outlined how 
the situation is being han-
dled.

Accident

The Accident town hall 
and office will be closed to 
the public until further no-
tice. The water/sewer pay-
ments may be dropped off in 
the mail slot located beside 
the window on the north 
side of the building. The of-
fice phone number is 301-
746-6346 or email at acci-
denttownhall@verizon.net.

Deer Park

Deer Park does not have 
a town hall or office hours, 
but Mayor Don Dawson said 

residents with concerns and 
questions can call him direct-
ly at 301-334-2478.

The mayor said the town’s 
work crew is practicing social 
distancing and working to 
minimize exposure, but will 
still be collecting garbage as 
scheduled.

The crew will also be con-
ducting various maintenance 
projects as time, weather and 
safety conditions permit.

Friendsville

Mayor Spencer Schlosna-
gle reported Friendsville’s 
town hall will continue to 
operate as normal to pro-
vide for residents and busi-
nesses; however, to ensure 
the safety of town employ-
ees and the public, all work 
areas are closed to the pub-
lic and visitors until further 
notice.

Towns offices closed, but operations continue
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Town halls and municipal buildings across Garrett 
County are closed to the public during the COVID-19 
outbreak.

From Staff Reports

McHENRY — Garrett 
College announced Mon-
day it has canceled its 2020 
in-person commencement 
and will instead confer all 
degrees in absentia.

“This decision is in line 
with our primary goal of 
keeping students, employ-
ees and members of the 
community safe as we nav-
igate through the novel 
coronavirus [COVID-19] 
pandemic,” said Dr. Rich-
ard Midcap, Garrett Col-

lege’s president. “While I 
know this will be a huge 
disappointment to every-
one involved, it doesn’t 
diminish the accomplish-
ments of this year’s grad-
uates or our joy over their 
achievements.”

Midcap said the college 
annually awards degrees 
to graduating class mem-
bers who cannot physically 
attend the commencement 
ceremony. The Garrett 
College Board of Trust-
ees officially approves the 
awarding of degrees to all 
members of each graduat-
ing class, including those 
graduating in absentia 
(Latin for “in absence”).

Garrett College 
cancels 2020 
commencement 
Degrees to 
be awarded 
in absentia
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by Renée Shreve

STAFF WRITER

ANNAPOLIS — State Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. 
Karen Salmon announced 
Wednesday that Maryland’s 
schools will remain closed 
through April 24.

“After lengthly discus-
sions with health experts 
from around the state,” she 
said during a press confer-
ence with Gov. Larry Hogan, 
“I have made the decision, 
along with the state Board 
of Education, to extend the 
closure of all public schools 
in Maryland for an addition-
al four weeks through April 
24.”

Salmon said the decision 
was not made lightly, but giv-
en the challenges facing the 
state and nation, the Mary-
land Department of Educa-
tion has the responsibility to 
ensure the health and safety 
of schools and communities 
at large.

“I’m working in concert 
with all local school superin-
tendents, 
includ-
ing mul-
tiple calls 
per week, 
in order 
to provide 
the con-
tinuity of 
learning 
to all of our students in ev-
ery jurisdiction across the 
state of Maryland during 
this time,” Salmon said.

She noted her department 
was already working closely 
with school systems to ad-
dress issues affecting their 
ability to provide education-
al services to their students. 
Salmon stressed the state 
Board of Education would 
be “diligent” in providing 
resources to those with dis-
abilities.

Public schools 
will be closed 
four more weeks

Salmon

See SCHOOLS, A7
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