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From Staff Reports

ANNAPOLIS — Gov. 
Larry Hogan on Monday 
announced another series 
of COVID-19 vaccine mile-
stones for Maryland, as of-
ficial CDC data shows that 
more than 88 percent of 
adults and 99.9 percent of 
seniors in the state have 
now received at least one 
dose of a COVID-19 vac-
cine.

“Having nearly all of our 
seniors vaccinated is a ma-
jor milestone for Maryland, 
but we continue to focus 
on leaving no arm behind, 
including that last 11.8 
percent of unvaccinated 
adults,” Hogan said. “With 
boosters open to all adults, 

and 
school 
clinics 
up and 
running 
across the 
state, we 
continue 
to have 
the sup-
ply and 
the capacity to provide vac-
cines to anyone who needs 
one.”

On Friday, the governor 
announced that the state 
has expanded eligibility for 
booster shots to include all 
adults. To date, the state is 
reporting 861,032 booster 
shots administered. Near-
ly half of the state’s eligi-
ble seniors have received a 

booster shot.
In addition, state health 

officials continue to strong-
ly recommend getting 
booster shots as soon as 
possible for individuals 
aged 65 years and older, in-
dividuals who live in long-
term care settings, those 
who have underlying med-
ical conditions and those 
who work or live in high-
risk settings or in commu-
nities with high transmis-
sion rates.

Nursing homes 
improve

The Maryland Depart-
ment of Health announced 
Monday an update on the 
top and bottom 10 skilled 
nursing facilities in the 
state ranked by percent-

age of staff with at least one 
dose of a vaccine against 
COVID-19.

Per vaccination proto-
cols in effect since Sept. 
1 and reinforced on Nov. 
4 by the federal govern-
ment, all nursing facility 
staff are required to have 
their first or single dose of 
a COVID-19 vaccine. As of 
this week, 90.4 percent of 
staff at nursing facilities in 
the state have at least one 
dose.

Nursing facilities that 
fail to comply with vacci-
nation protocols or do not 
adequately report their 
vaccination data are sub-
ject to fines, civil penalties 
and enforcement actions. 
From Oct. 19 through Nov. 

1, Maryland issued 17 cita-
tions totaling $117,500 to 
nursing homes for failure 
to comply with reporting 
requirements.

A full list of the state’s 
nursing facilities and their 
vaccination data can be 
found on the Maryland De-
partment of Aging’s Skilled 
Nursing Facilities Vaccina-
tion Dashboard, which is 
updated weekly.

Locally, Dennett Road 
Manor had the third-worst 
employee vaccination rate 
in the state at 63 percent. 
Oakland Nursing and Re-
habilitation Center is 
ninth-worst at 72 percent.

The Garrett County Sub-
acute Unit has a 96.2-per-
cent employee vaccina-

tion rate, and the Goodwill 
Mennonite Home is at 88.9 
percent.

Garrett’s numbers
The Garrett County 

Health Department re-
ported 118 new COVID-19 
cases in the past week, 
bringing the county’s cu-
mulative total to 3,690 as 
of Wednesday, according to 
the Maryland Department 
of Health’s COVID-19 web-
site. That’s a drop from 152 
new cases in the previous 
week. The week before, 
there were 125 new cases.

Two coronavirus-related 
deaths were reported in the 
county in the past week, 
bringing the total to 85.

Hogan: 99.9 percent of state’s seniors vaccinated

Hogan
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FRIENDSVILLE — 
Maryland State Police are 
investigating a wrong-way 
collision on Interstate 68 
near Friendsville that re-
sulted in the death of one 
person.

At approximately 9 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 22, the 
McHenry Barrack received 
numerous 911 calls about a 
dark-colored pickup truck 
traveling eastbound in the 
westbound lanes of Inter-
state 68 near Friendsville.

While troopers were re-
sponding to the area, sev-
eral other calls came into 
the Garrett County 911 
Center about a vehicle col-
lision at the westbound 
6-mile marker of I-68 that 
involved the truck from 
the previous calls.

When troopers arrived 
on scene, they determined 
that the truck was travel-
ing east in the westbound 

lanes and collided with two 
oncoming passenger vehi-
cles, a Toyota Prius and a 
Dodge Journey.

The driver of the pick-
up truck, a 51-year-old 
Meyersdale, Pa., man, was 
transported by ambulance 
to Ruby Memorial Hospi-
tal, Morgantown, W.Va., 
where he was later pro-
nounced dead.

The driver of the Prius, a 
39-year-old man from Ma-
cungie, Pa., and a passen-
ger, a 30-year-old woman, 
also of Macungie, were also 
transported to Ruby Me-
morial Hospital.

Names were not re-
leased.

I-68 was closed for sev-
eral hours during the in-
vestigation by the Mary-
land State Police McHenry 
Barrack and the Maryland 
State Police Crash Team. 
The investigation is ongo-
ing.

One man killed 
in wrong-way 
wreck on I-68
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OAKLAND — A Great Small Town 
Christmas will return on Dec. 3-4 
with free and family-friendly activi-
ties in downtown Oakland while vis-
itors work on Christmas shopping 
with handcrafted and curated gifts.

A Great Small Town Christmas will 
kick off with a Light Up Night on Fri-
day, Dec. 3, at the Oakland B&O Mu-
seum. Light Up Night will start with 
a Walking Holiday Light Parade, led 
by Santa Claus, starting at the town 
parking lot at 5:30 p.m. All are invit-
ed to participate in the walking pa-

rade as it makes its way to the muse-
um for the official tree lighting.

There will be carols, store specials, 
free cookies and cocoa from the Or-
der of the Eastern Star and a special 
treat from Santa. Light Up Night is 
sponsored by Garrett Regional Med-
ical Center.

Soup N’ Santa arrives Saturday, 
Dec. 4. Multiple nonprofits will be 
handing out free soup (donations 
are appreciated), and there will be a 
chance to visit with Santa at Smoke 
n Mirrors, take free sleigh rides, en-
joy live music and shop locally. This 
event will last from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

And while shopping, don’t forget to 
look for the elf. The Lucky Elf pro-
motion in downtown Oakland con-
tinues through Dec. 20. For every 
$25 spent in participating Oakland 
stores, shoppers will receive a chance 
to win a variety of local gift certifi-
cates. Bring Elf cards to the Oakland 
town hall to enter the drawing.

House of Hope
The House of Hope Food Drive will 

celebrate its 43rd year while partic-
ipating in the Great Small Town 
Christmas festivities.

Oakland’s Great Small Town 
Christmas set for Dec. 3-4

Submitted photo

Chuck Nolan, left, with volunteers at a House of Hope food drive. This year’s drive will accept only cash donations 
because of COVID-19.

by Allison Mollenkamp

CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

ANNAPOLIS — Mary-
land’s small turkey farm-
ers faced higher costs this 
year, but Thanksgiving al-
lowed many to sell their en-
tire inventory well before 
the holiday.

High fuel costs have led 
to high feed prices, accord-
ing to a local farmer, lead-
ing some farmers to raise 
turkey prices while others 
absorb the hit.

At Springfield Farm in 
Sparks, last weekend was 
“turkey weekend,” accord-
ing to farm owner David 
Smith.
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WASHINGTON — To-
day, Maryland’s U.S. Sens. 
Chris Van 
Hollen 
and Ben 
Cardin 
and Con-
gressmen 
Steny 
H. Hoy-
er, Dutch 
Ruppers-
berg-
er, John Sarbanes, Kweisi 
Mfume, Anthony G. Brown, 
Jamie Raskin, Andy Harris 
and David Trone wrote to 
United States Postal Ser-
vice Postmaster Gener-
al Louis DeJoy requesting 
a progress report on the 
Postal Service’s efforts to 

ensure 
mail is 
delivered 
in a time-
ly manner 
this hol-
iday sea-
son.

In the 
letter, 
the law-
makers 
press for 
answers 
from the 
postmas-
ter gen-
eral on 
specific 
questions 
regarding USPS’s prepara-
tions for the holiday mail 
surge, as well as actions 

it has taken to correct the 
processing issues identified 
in this month’s Office of the 
Inspector General report 
on Baltimore area mail fa-
cilities.

“We are writing to follow 
up on your recent commit-
ment that the U.S. Postal 
Service is ready to deliver 
packages in a timely man-
ner this holiday season, and 
to request an update on the 
Postal Service’s implemen-
tation of recommendations 
made by the Office of In-
spector General following 
their review of problems 
at nine post offices in Bal-
timore, Md.,” the lawmak-
ers stated in the letter.

Maryland’s federal delegation presses 
postmaster general on holiday delivery

Trone

Cardin

Van Hollen

State turkey farmers have 
high sales and high costs

Photo courtesy of Springfield Farm

Turkeys are seen at the Springfield Farm in Sparks. See DELIVERY, A9See TURKEY, A9
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