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by Kathy Plum

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Spring 
state standardized test 
scores are in, and they 
show that Preston County 
and the state of West Vir-
ginia have much room for 
improvement in the class-
rooms.

Preston School Superin-
tendent Steve Wotring ex-
plained the scores to Board 
of Education members last 
week.

The West Virginia gener-
al summative assessment 
results of testing done for 
grades three through eight 
was done in the spring. 
Federal law requires test-
ing in those grades. At the 
high school level, only ju-
niors are tested, using the 
SAT.

No testing was done 
in 2020 because of 
COVID-19.

Results were broken 

down by English/language 
arts and mathematics. 
Performing on the test at 
“meets standard” and “ex-
ceeds standard” is consid-
ered proficient. Perfor-

mance at “does not meet 
standard” and “partially 
meets standard” are con-
sidered not proficient.

Aurora School had the 
highest score in English/

language arts, with 55.55% 
proficiency.

“That is well above the 
state average. The state 
average in West Virginia is 
only 39.97,” Wotring said. 

“We have some schools 
that were above that, and 
we had several schools that 
were close to that, and, 
obviously, we had some 
schools that were below 
that.”

Proficiency rates in oth-
er schools for English/
language arts are: Cen-
tral Preston, 43.18%; Fel-
lowsville, 36.67%; Bruce-
ton, 36.62%; Kingwood, 
33.83%; South Pres-
ton, 33.34%; Terra Alta, 
28.86%; Rowlesburg, 25%; 
and West Preston, 24.10%.

In math, the highest 
testing Preston County 
school was Bruceton, at 
38.03% proficient. That 
is “devastating,” Wotring 
said, but compare it to the 
state average of 28.07%.

Other schools’ math 
proficiency rates include: 
Fellowsville, 36.67%; 
Aurora, 35.56%; King-
wood, 27.82%; South 
Preston, 20.93%; Terra 

Alta, 20.9%; Rowlesburg, 
20.84%; Central Preston, 
19.80%; and West Pres-
ton, 15.27%.

There were bright spots, 
the superintendent said. 
Some students tested at 
more than 80% proficien-
cy in English/language 
arts, but there are “real 
problem areas at certain 
grades at certain schools, 
and it’s not always the 
same school.”

“We have done a lot 
of work in this county 
around reading/language 
arts. We have worked 
very hard,” Wotring said. 
“When you look at the 
foundations that we are 
building in English/lan-
guage arts, you start to 
see how strong those are 
becoming in those skills. 
We have not had that 
same emphasis in math-
ematics.”

Preston schools set goals to improve test scores

 

Proficiency levels in math and English/language arts for each of Preston County’s 
schools have been announced.

by Kathy Plum

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Should 
parents in the Rowlesburg 
School district have the op-
tion of sending their chil-
dren to Terra Alta or King-
wood — rather than have 
them in split classrooms for 
three consecutive years?

Superintendent Steve 
Wotring asked the Pres-
ton County Board of Ed-
ucation last week to allow 
Rowlesburg parents the 
same option as that avail-
able to families living in 
the Fellowsville Elementa-
ry school district, who can 
choose to send their chil-
dren to South Preston in-
stead.

“I’m not saying shut the 
school down,” the superin-
tendent stressed. “Because 
we’ve already been there, 
and I’m not going through 
that again. What I’m say-
ing is we need to give those 

parents an option for their 
children.”

The item will be on a fu-
ture agenda for discussion.

As of Oct. 4, a total of 
74 students were enrolled 
in grades kindergarten 
through eight at Rowles-
burg, according to the 

county’s figures. That in-
cluded eight in kindergar-
ten, four in first grade, sev-
en in second grade, nine in 
third grade, eight in fourth 
grade, 12 in fifth grade, 
13 in sixth grade, four in 
seventh grade and nine in 
eighth grade.

“You’ve got four kids in 
a classroom,” Wotring told 
the board. “In two differ-
ent classrooms there. It’s 
a huge cost to this county.”

Rowlesburg has a kin-
dergarten/second grade 
split classroom, and a 
third/fourth grade split 
classroom. Fifth-graders 
are in their own room, and 
there are two teachers in 
the middle school.

“That’s concern. It’s a 
concern for me as an ed-
ucator. If I were a parent 
advocating for my child, it 
would be a concern for me,” 
Wotring said, when asking 
the board to allow parents 
the option of sending their 
children elsewhere.

There are already bus-
es in the Rowlesburg area 
that could bring students 
to Kingwood or Terra Alta, 
if their parents were to so 
choose.

School board to discuss allowing 
student transfers at Rowlesburg
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One grade at Rowlesburg School is facing three consecu-
tive years of learning in a split-grade classroom.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

KINGWOOD — On Fri-
day afternoon, Hailey M. 
Efaw walked across a stage 
at Camp Dawson and be-
came a milestone. 

Cadet Efaw became the 
5,000th graduate in the 
West Virginia Nation-
al Guard’s Mountaineer 
ChalleNGe Academy pro-
gram.

Cheered on by their fam-
ilies, Efaw was joined by 
105 other cadets in Fri-
day’s ceremonies that 
completed their 22-week 

training program at Moun-
taineer ChalleNGe Acade-
my North. 

“Over the course of the 
past 28 years, the MCA 
has been a launching point 
for 5,070 young men and 
women who have graduat-
ed the program and gone 
on to make our communi-
ties, our state, and our na-
tion a better place,” said 
Maj. Gen. William “Bill” 
Crane, the West Virgin-
ia National Guard’s adju-
tant general.

ChalleNGe Academy 
program graduates 
5,000th student

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

Mountaineer ChalleNGe Academy cadets perform a drill 
exercise at Friday’s graduation ceremony at Camp Daw-
son.

KINGWOOD — In or-
der to give the staff of 
the Preston County News 
& Journal time to spend 
Thanksgiving with fami-
ly and friends, there will 
be no Preston County 
News for Friday, Nov. 26.

Publication will resume 
with the Tuesday, Nov. 30 
Preston County Journal.

We would like to ex-
tend wishes of “Happy 
Thanksgiving!” to our 
newspaper’s readers and 
customers.

No Preston County News this week
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BRADENTON, Fla. — A 
man known for his quar-
ter-century ownership of 
the Preston County Jour-
nal passed away last week 
in Bradenton, Fla.

Delbert Lee Benson, 79, 
owned and published the 
Preston County Journal be-
tween 1967 and 1992. He 
and his wife, Linda, pur-
chased the Preston Coun-
ty News in 1987 and con-
tinued to publish it under 
its own banner every week. 
They also were the creators 
of the Preston Penny Saver.

In the late 1960s, the 

Jour-
nal was 
still being 
printed 
on a flat-
bed press. 
When 
they pur-
chased 
the paper, 
they real-

ly didn’t know what to do 
— but they learned, Linda 
Benson said.

“We didn’t have a lot of 
extra money, so we did a lot 
with what you have,” Ben-
son said. “A lot of times, we 
would hire some of the kids 
from who just graduated 
from journalism school, and 

they would work for a while. 
Sometimes we would have 
a high school student who 
would write columns for the 
paper or write through the 
summer for us.”

One of those students 
was current News & Jour-
nal Editor Joseph Hauger.

“My first ‘real’ expe-
rience in the newspaper 
business was interning at 
the News as a photogra-
pher during my senior year 
of high school,” he said. “It 
was an introduction to the 
business that I appreciate 
to this day.

“Delbert and Linda Ben-
son were responsible for a 
significant era in our news-

papers’ history, and their 
impact was felt not only in 
Preston County, but on a 
state level, as well,” Hauger 
said.

The Journal was print-
ed every Thursday evening 
and was sent to customers 
by mail.

When they began the Pen-
ny Saver, Benson said peo-
ple always wanted to see 
who was selling what.

“It was discouraging be-
cause you work so hard 
on the writing, and people 
would call when they didn’t 
get their Penny Saver,” she 
said, laughing.

Former owner of Preston County Journal dies

Benson
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