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MORGANTOWN, W.Va. 
(WV News) — To paraphrase 
President  John F. Kennedy, we 
chose to go the moon not be-
cause it was easy, but because 
it was hard. That sentiment 
was shared by Javier Reyes, 
vice president for Startup WV, 
on the group’s goals for shap-

ing the eco-
nomic out-
look of West 
Virginia.

Start-
up WV is a 
group with-
in West 
Virginia 
Universi-
ty that has 
the goals of 

properly aligning resources 
from the institution to sup-
port economic development 
innovation and creating bet-
ter industrial development 
and business development for 
West Virginia as a whole.

There are three mandates 
that Startup WV follows — 
responding to the econom-
ic needs of the state, driving 
momentum for creating intel-
lectual properties and devel-
oping startups, and the third 
is to work with small busi-
nesses.

“How do we support efforts 
to support business coaching, 
business development, ex-
pand the SBA efforts of the 
state, to provide a much more 
vibrant spot for small busi-

nesses in 
West Virgin-
ia?” Reyes 
asked.

Gordon 
Gee, pres-
ident of 
WVU, said 
that we 
must all re-
alize we are 

moving into a technological 
society, and that the univer-
sity system worldwide helps 
smooth that transition.

“Universities are the cre-
ators of ideas, and the instiga-
tors of new technologies,” Gee 
said. “We are the largest em-
ployer in the state, and we also 
create more economic activity 
than any entity in the state. 
By any measure, the universi-
ty has been a great investment 
for the state of West Virginia.”

Becoming an economic 
engine

Gee hopes the overall lega-
cy of WVU is the people real-
izing in their hearts and their 
minds that this university is 
theirs and that it is making a 
solid difference in their lives.

“I want it to not be viewed 
as an external entity, but as 
a great partner in this thing 
we call West Virginia,” Gee 
said. “As the economy of the 
state has changed, and the 
economy of the country has 
changed, universities are be-
coming increasingly import-
ant. We are in many ways the 
economic engine.”

On being that economic 
engine, Reyes said WVU is 

trying to solve the big chal-
lenges and leverage the big 
opportunities.

“Universities are uniquely 
positioned because they have 
the researchers and scholars 
that are studying those oppor-
tunities,” he said. “They can 
visualize the ways to solve the 
big challenges. We also are 

training the people who will 
go into the market and lever-
age those opportunities.”

Research and development 
around those opportunities 
provide new chances for eco-
nomic development in society, 
Reyes said, and that usually 
requires work from universi-
ty communities.

“To go back to when Kenne-
dy said we go to the moon not 
because it is easy, but because it 
is hard,” Reyes said, “it created 
a movement worldwide, and es-
pecially in the U.S. to get around 
the technology that would put 
somebody on the moon.”

West Virginia University serves as educational 
leader, economic driver for Mountain State

WVU photo

As the state’s flagship university, WVU is a key driver of the economy in the Mountain State. 
WVU President Gordon Gee said that “we are in many ways the economic engine.”
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WVU Medicine in strong 
position after pandemic

High Tech Foundation  
advances knowledge sector

West Virginia continues  
to prioritize tourism

Opportunities exist  
for small business growth

FSU, GSC provide opportunities 
for students, industries
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