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Friday, July 29, 2022

by Kathy Plum

EDITOR

KINGWOOD — Roads 
were on the minds of Pres-
ton commissioners Tues-
day.

“I’ve received some phone 
calls of damage to roads 
where these flash storms 
have been rolling through,” 
Commission President Sa-
mantha Stone said. “They 
were fixed recently, and 
they’re just not handling — 
the ditches are just not han-
dling — when those storms 
come like that.”

She sees the State Divi-
sion of Highways working 
after the storms, Stone said, 
but she’s going to meet with 
the DOH to discuss specif-
ically how flood damage is 
being handled.

“There’s a lot of roads, 
and they’re really faced 
with a true shortage on 
their employees,” Stone 
said. “I hate to say that 
they’re not doing their job. 
You have to have people to 
do that job.”

On Tuesday, a DOH 
spokeswoman said the 
quota for workers in Pres-
ton County is 51 employ-

ees, and 41 are active at 
this time. The DOH held a 
hiring fair Wednesday and 
hoped to fill the 10 vacan-
cies.

Commissioner Dave 
Price said the commission 
has been fighting to im-
prove county roads since it 
declared a state of emergen-
cy due to road conditions in 
April 2018. That has since 
been lifted.

“Not enough employees 
has been a lot of the prob-
lem,” Price said of the DOH.

He compared it to what 
would happen if the coun-
ty clerk didn’t have work-
ers and said she would only 
be open one day a week. 

“Where does that come 
back to? It comes right back 
to us. Not the clerk, because 
she’s doing all that she can 
do … If the Department 
of Highways, as it goes up 
higher, cannot deal with the 
shortage, then that’s where 
it goes, it goes to the top,” 
Price said.

Stone said that when peo-
ple can’t provide for their 
families while working 
for the DOH, they go else-
where to make more money.

“With the price and the 
inflation of everything, 
people have to do what 
they have to do,” she said. 
“They’ve got to provide for 
their families.”

Price said there are 

“some fantastic operators 
out there” but they drive 
further to other jobs that 
pay better.

“We have a lot of things 
to focus on, and roads are 
not our responsibility, but 

we do represent the people 
in the county,” Stone said. 
“We’re just going to slide 
back if we don’t maintain 
it.”

She said the commission 
will start working its way 

“up the chain” again with 
the DOH. 

Price said that “it’s be-
coming a dangerous prob-
lem.”

County commission discusses roads
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Commissioners says flash flooding like this, which occurred last year, is damaging roads, including some recently repaired.
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STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — High 
prices at the grocery store 
and a shortage of baby for-
mula are bringing more 
and more people to local 
food pantries.

Tammy Laney, coordi-
nator of Food for Preston, 
said it has seen an 8% in-
crease in the number of 
people served compared to 
this time last year. She ex-
pects the need to continue 
to increase, and it may be 
considerably higher over 
the 2022 holiday season.

Laney said high prices 
and food shortages have 
also led to phone calls from 
people seeking help when 
the pantries are not open.

“People are calling on 
Sunday or Monday night. 
These are families who 
have never been to a food 
pantry before,” Laney said. 
“I deliver some emergency 
food to people and seniors. 
This is in addition to the 
food from food pantries.”

She said Food for Preston 
is able to provide the extra 
food due to support from 
local businesses, churches 
and individual donations.

“An example is, in 
mid-July, Camp Galilee in 
Terra Alta held their annu-
al summer food drive. They 
collected the most food do-

nations that they have ever 
collected for Food for Pres-
ton,” Laney said.

Tracy Shannon, direc-
tor of the Family Resource 
Network Baby Pantry, said 
requests for baby formula 
and other baby products 
have risen at least 30%.

Food pantries see more need
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Formula is on the shelves at the FRN Baby Pantry.
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STAFF WRITER

REEDSVILLE — Reeds-
ville council members vot-
ed to accept a $12,500 bid 
from Stone Paving to com-
plete three sections of Val-
ley Street, including a base 
coat.

Landscape Plus was 
the other bidder, bidding 
$19,000 for the job.

Prior to the vote, Coun-
cilman Trellis Smith ques-
tioned accepting the bid. 
He said he would like to 
see some justification for 
the $100,000 in equipment 
the town bought to do its 
own road work.

“We’re using the equip-
ment to dig up the road, 
and we’ve done all of the 
machine work. We just need 
the asphalt done,” Council-
man Greg Burke said.

“Going forward, before 
paying more than $100,000 
for something, rent it and 
make sure we can use it for 
what we need,” Smith said.

“Valley has some bad 
spots. We’re digging them 
down. We can do the prep 
work — that’s where the 
money comes in,” Burke 
said. “We can tear out [old 
paving], put gravel down 
and roll it down. But we 
have to have someone put 
the asphalt down.”

“I know it’s expensive,” 

Smith said. “We have to 
make sure we can do the 
job. It’s like we have three 
guys, and they can only do 
so much.”

Mayor Dennis Pierson 
said Reedsville streets need 
to be assessed so when the 
town has the money to re-
pair them, it can.

Reedsville OKs paving bid

Staff Photograph by Jeniffer Graham

Reedsville Councilman Trellis Smith, left, questions ac-
cepting a bid for paving Valley Street.
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EDITOR

KINGWOOD — The City 
of Kingwood split its latest 
American Rescue Plan Act 
funds between the city’s 
water and sewer depart-
ments.

Council voted Tuesday to 
give $305,000 to each util-
ity, after hearing presenta-
tions from each of the util-
ity boards about what it 
would do with the funding.

Nick Wolfe of the sew-
er department said that 
a $210,000 project would 
eliminate three grinder 
pumps and put about 750 

feet of sewer line in, which 
would eliminate many prob-
lems and add two custom-
ers to the system. It would 
cost an additional $25,000 
to replace pumps at the 
Crogan Street lift station 
so they can accommodate 
the change.

That would switch from 
grinder pump to gravity 
sewer, eliminating a prob-
lem area and putting the 
sewer board in a position 
to expand and eliminate all 
the grinder pumps in that 
area, he said. Council has 
heard complaints from resi-
dents of the area in the past.

“And then we’ve got a 
Jackson Street sewer line 
that is beyond repair,” 
Wolfe said. “We need to re-
place the whole section be-
tween two manholes, which 
is about $69,000.”

There’s about 125 feet of 
eight-inch terra cotta line 
on the street, he said. Sew-
er board workers have to 
spend an hour a week flush-
ing out the line to keep it 
from plugging.

City Supervisor Bruce 
Pyles said it’s a longtime 
problem. When a camera 
was put through the sewer 
line, it was obvious things 

weren’t flowing, he said.
Water, sewer, electric, 

storm sewer and gas lines 
all run under Jackson, so 
the sewer board plans to 
contract the job out. Marks 
drawn on the road recently 
by utility workers point out 
some of the lines.

Water Board Chairman 
Bob DeRiggi said the county 
gave that department half 
the cost of placing clarifier 
covers at the water plant. 
The water department is re-
sponsible for the other ap-
proximately $252,000.

Kingwood splits ARPA funds between water and sewer
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Multi-colored squiggly marks on Jackson Street point out 
the location of underground utility lines.See ARPA, A3


