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FSU President Dr. Mirta Martin

Martin recalls miraculous semester

Fairmont State University president reflects on COVID-19

by John Mark Shaver

FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR

FAIRMONT, W.Va. 
(WV News) — After 
a long semester of so-
cial distancing and 
COVID-19 testing, Fair-
mont State Universi-
ty is now finished with 
on-campus instruc-
tion for the next sever-
al weeks, and universi-
ty President Dr. Mirta 
Martin is proud of how 
her staff has handled the 
pandemic.

As of Monday, the uni-
versity reported that a 
total of 75 COVID-19 
cases have been found 
in students, faculty and 
staff since the start of 
the semester in Au-
gust. While she noted 
that even one case is too 
many, Martin said she’s 
proud of her team for all 
the work that was put in 
to stop the spread of the 
virus over that last few 
months.

“I am very happy, and 
I am very proud with 
the way the university 
handled the pandemic,” 
Martin said. “At its high-
est, we had (active cases) 
in the teens. I think with 
what has been going on 
nationwide with univer-
sities shutting down and 
trying to come back, the 
fact that we stayed open 
is nothing short of a mir-

acle of God. Our faculty, 
staff and students em-
braced the mission to 
stay open.”

Martin said the uni-
versity’s success is a di-
rect result of its adminis-
tration being proactive, 
and she applauded those 
who oversaw plans to 
make the necessary 
changes as the pandem-
ic morphed throughout 
the fall.

“We have a (fantastic) 
emergency management 
team who stayed on the 
emerging trends and 
forecasted the pandem-
ic, not just on an hour-
to-hour basis, but almost 
on a minute-to-minute 
basis,” Martin said. “We 
also had multiple scenar-
ios already built so we 
could pivot very quick-
ly. The communication 
was incredible. The fac-
ulty and staff were dili-
gent, and the students 
were willing to embrace 
the philosophy of com-
munity over self. When 
the village comes togeth-
er, great things happen.”

One of the universi-
ty’s main procedures 
was weekly surveillance 
testing, which required 
a randomly selected 10% 
of students, faculty and 
staff to get tested each 
week.
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