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Doris Yoder retires from 
Goodwill Retirement 
Community.

Page B1

therepublicannews.com

Obituaries ........................ A6-7

Opinion ............................... A8

Schools ........................... B6-7

Colleges ............................. B8

Sports ............................. C1-8

Classifieds .....................D1-D5

Crossword .......................... D6

301-334-3963

therepublicannews.com

Copyright 2020

WV News

Oakland, MD 21550

GARRETT COUNTY

Find us on

INSIDE

INDEX

Page B5

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Southern dominates Notre 
Dame, 72-45.
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SPORTS

Maryland Chautauqua 
will commemorate voting 
rights history.
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DEATHS

BYRNE, William H., 57, 
Oakland.

CALLICOAT, Lillian 
M., 82, Oakland.

CALLIS, Mason W. Jr., 
78, Swanton.

FREELAND, Susan J., 
61, Oakland.

MOATS, Milford A., 80, 
Aurora, W.Va.

SANDERS, Carolyn E., 
73, Eustis, Fla., formerly of 
Oakland.

STEFAN, Rose M., 80, 
Friendsville.

TASKER, Cleta R., 86, 
McHenry.

by Renée Shreve

STAFF WRITER

ANNAPOLIS — Gov. Larry 
Hogan stressed unity during 
his sixth 
State of the 
State ad-
dress last 
Wednesday 
at the Mary-
land State 
House in An-
napolis.

He asked 
state law-
makers to continue working to-
gether on such issues as taxes, 
education funding, infrastruc-

ture upgrades, environmental 
standards and violent crime.

“As we gather here once 
again in this historic place to 
take the first steps in this new 
decade, we do so with optimism 
and confidence in our collective 
ability to continue changing 
Maryland for the better,” Ho-
gan said.

He noted the country is 
“increasingly divided by toxic 
politics.”

“But here in Maryland, we 
have spent these last five years 
working together to tackle our 
common problems by accept-
ing our shared responsibility to 
solve them,” Hogan said.

The governor noted that 
five years ago he pledged to 
put more people to work to 
help grow the private sector 
and turn the state’s economy 
around.

“And we have done exactly 
what we said we would do,” 
Hogan said.

He indicated, however, that 
residents are leaving Mary-
land because of its “sky-high” 
retirement taxes. As a result, 
he has introduced the Retire-
ment Tax Reduction Act of 
2020.

According to the governor, 
the measure would provide 
more than $1 billion in tax re-

lief over five years for approx-
imately 230,000 Marylanders. 
Under the act, retirees who 
make $50,000 or less would 
pay no state income tax at 
all. Those earning less than 
$100,000 would have at least 
a 50% reduction in taxes.

Hogan also touted his sup-
port for education funding.

“More than 75% of our en-
tire capital budget goes toward 
education,” he said. “No gover-
nor in the history of this state 
has ever invested more in ed-
ucation.”

He told lawmakers he was 
willing to work alongside them 
to ensure that every child has 

access to a “great education.”
In addition, Hogan report-

ed the state has taken a “bal-
anced, all-inclusive approach” 
to infrastructure, investing 
$14 billion in such projects as 
the Purple Line and Howard 
Street Tunnel.

“We have moved forward 
on nearly all the highest pri-
ority transportation projects 
in every single jurisdiction all 
across our state,” the gover-
nor said. “Over 800 projects 
totaling $9 billion in roads and 
bridges are currently under 
construction.”

Gov. Hogan stresses unity in State of the State address

Hogan

by Renée Shreve
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DEER PARK — Deer Park 
officials reviewed the Mary-
land Department of Trans-
portation’s list of local pri-
ority capital projects during 
their council meeting Monday 
evening.

MDOT had requested all 
Garrett County municipal-
ities look over the 2019 doc-
ument and suggest changes. 
The recommendations will 
be given to circuit rider Peg-
gy Jamison, who will forward 
them on to the department.

“The only thing I would 
really like to see stay on this 
list is the safety improvements 
out here at the intersection,” 
Mayor Don Dawson said.

He was referring to the area 
where Md. 135 crosses Main 
Street and Sand Flat Road.

“I don’t know what those 
improvements are,” Dawson 
said, noting the proposed 
project has been on the list for 
about 10 years. “They could 
mean sight improvements.”

The proposal is one of sev-

en listed as “Safety Priorities” 
under “Minor Transportation 
Projects” (less than $5 mil-
lion). Other safety improve-
ments include intersections at 
Md. 495 and Glendale Road; 
U.S. 219, Kings Run Road and 

Builders Way; and Md. 135 at 
Turkey Neck Road.

“All these things on this list 
are very important,” Dawson 
said.

by Renée Shreve

STAFF WRITER

McHENRY — The Kirwan 
Commission’s recommen-
dations will cost the county 
about $1.3 million, not near-
ly $13 million as some local 
officials have projected, ac-
cording to a Garrett County 
Education Association repre-
sentative.

“Public education should 
not be a partisan issue,” said 
Evan West, the Maryland 
State Education Association’s 
UniServ director for Garrett 
and Allegany counties.

He was invited to speak 
about the recommendations 
and the Blueprint for Mary-
land’s Future at the Garrett 
County Democratic Club 
meeting last Thursday at 
Garrett College.

“I wanted to start off by say-
ing GCEA and MSEA are not 
saying that anyone currently 
is lying about the figures re-
lated to Kirwan,” West said. 
“What we’re saying is that 
they’ve been given bad infor-
mation, and that information 
is being spread without it re-
ally having a response, a re-
tort or any sort of rebuttal.”

He added that no one, at 
this point, knows exactly 
what direction Kirwan or the 
Blueprint will take during 
this legislative session in An-
napolis, which ends April 6.

“House Bill 2 is the bill 
that’s currently in front of the 
General Assembly that deals 
with the recommendations 
of the Kirwan Commission,” 
West said. “What we know for 
sure is what those recommen-
dations were.”

West said his quotes about 
numbers and costs associated 
with those recommendations 
are from the Maryland De-
partment of Legislative Ser-
vices, which is a nonpartisan 

state agency that’s tasked 
with coming up with cost pro-
jections on various legislative 
matters.

“They’re not coming from 
the Maryland State Educa-
tion Association,” West said 
about his numbers. “They’re 
not coming from the General 
Assembly.”

The Kirwan Commis-
sion, formally known as the 
Maryland Commission on 
Innovation and Excellence 
in Education Committee, is 
a 26-member stakeholder 
group that was assembled by 
the state following the 2016 
General Assembly session.

FRIENDSVILLE — 
Friendsville Clerk/Treasurer 
Karen Benedict has announced 
the results of Tuesday’s town 
election, with one incumbent 
apparently losing her re-elec-
tion bid for council.

“There were 81 persons who 
came out to vote in our munic-
ipal election,” Benedict said.

James Hook won over in-

cumbent Julia Sines with 41 
votes, compared to Sines’ 39 
votes. There was one write-in.

Re-elected were council 
members Edward Kelley with 
58 votes and Pamela Humber-
son with 55 votes.

“They will serve along 
with council members Sheryl 
MacLane, Robert Sines and 
Jess Whittemore, who have 
one year remaining in their 
terms,” Benedict said.

Mayor Spencer Schlosna-
gle was re-elected for another 
two years, receiving 72 votes. 
There was one write-in vote.

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

ACCIDENT — Garrett 
County Habitat for Hu-
manity, in partnership with 
Lowe’s, will hold its annual 
Women Build Work Day on 
Saturday, March 7, beginning 
at 8:30 a.m. at the Garrett 
College Career Technology 
Training Center at 116 Indus-
trial Drive in Accident.

More than 40 volunteers 
are expected to help build 
affordable housing for Gar-
rett County families in need 
as part of Habitat for Hu-
manity’s National Women 

Build Week.
“Women Builds have been 

happening in Garrett County 
with great success for over 10 
years,” said Steve Bortz, GC-
HFH executive director.

This year’s build will focus 
on walls for a new build in 
Grantsville. Volunteers from 
Habitat’s hospitality com-
mittee will supply a sit-down 
lunch for all the volunteers 
that day.

“We had a great group of 
volunteers out to help with 
Women Build last year, with 
over 60 ladies (and gentle-
men) participating,” Bortz 

said. “The volunteers accom-
plished a tremendous amount 
last build season, and we know 
this year’s kickoff is sure to be 
a great success, too.”

This year’s build will ben-
efit Grantsville residents Di-
Anna Durst and her daughter, 
Jalyssa Durst.

Durst is employed at Fech-
heimer in Grantsville, and 
her daughter is in sixth grade 
at Northern Middle School. 
They also enjoy being in-
volved in activities at the 
church they attend, Calvary 
Tabernacle in Accident.

Deer Park officials review 
MDOT’s local priorities list

Staff photo by Renée Shreve

Deer Park Mayor Don Dawson, right, talks about the need for 
safety improvements at the intersection of Main Street, Md. 
135 and Sand Flat Road during the town council meeting Mon-
day. Looking on is Deer Park resident Bob Beverage.

UniServ: Kirwan 
will cost Garrett 
$1.3M, not $13M

Staff photo by Renée Shreve

Evan West, UniServ director 
for Garrett County’s and Alle-
gany County’s education as-
sociations, talks about Kirwan 
Commission recommendations 
during the Garrett County 
Democratic Club meeting last 
Thursday evening.

Hook wins seat 
on Friendsville 
Town Council

Habitat for Humanity sets 
Women Build Work Day

Submitted photo

Pictured from left at a build last year are Britney Dillsworth, DiAnna Durst, Shawn Beckman, 
Deborah Fike and Sierra Stiles. Dillsworth, Fike and Stiles bought their Habitat houses in the 
past year. Beckman is Fike’s son.
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