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by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — How and when the 
Board of Garrett County Commis-
sioners should meet became the fo-
cal point of a discussion of local leg-
islative requests Tuesday.

Commissioners Paul Edwards and 
Larry Tichnell met with state Sen. 
George Edwards and Delegate Wen-
dell Beitzel to present the annu-
al list of legislative requests for the 
lawmakers to work on during next 
year’s Maryland General Assembly.

First on the list was to change the 
frequency of the commissioners’ 
public meetings to “as necessary,” 
and that the sessions “may be in per-
son or via video broadcast.”

“COVID has certainly put a chal-
lenge on how we meet, and so we’d 
like to have the code changed,” Coun-
ty Administrator Kevin Null said.

From the start of the outbreak and 
ensuing building shutdowns, pub-
lic access to the meetings has been 
through the county’s Facebook page, 
whether the commissioners were 
convening in person or through on-
line meeting software. Now that 
the public sessions are again open 
to in-person attendance, the meet-
ings are still streamed live and made 
available through Facebook.

Beitzel questioned changing a reg-
ular meeting schedule to “as neces-
sary.”

“That seems really broad,” said Be-
itzel, R-Garrett. “What if you would 
decide that it was not necessary 
throughout the year, which we know 
is not going to be a fact, but it seems 
like it’s pretty open-ended … I think 
maybe that could be construed to be 
limiting public participation or pub-
lic access to the commissioners.”

Sen. Edwards, a former coun-
ty commissioner, also deemed the 
proposed change as “broad” and 
suggested finding language that 
would provide some flexibility to 

the commissioners.
“If you’re going to do the job, try 

to do it right. Basically, it’s 365 days 
a year, but not sitting in here,” said 
Edwards, R-Garrett.

Commissioner Edwards said first 
and foremost, the county officials are 
wanting to codify the ability to con-
duct meetings online. Making such 
a move was questioned at all levels 
of government during the COVID-19 
shutdowns.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — Calling on 
Western Maryland voters 
to select a representative 
whose views match theirs, 
Neil Parrott announced his 
candidacy for the 6th Con-
gressional District race 
Wednesday in Oakland.

Parrott, a Republican 
delegate from Hagerstown, 
embarked on a five-coun-
ty announcement tour 
of the district that start-
ed Wednesday morning in 
Garrett County.

Garrett County is a 
“great place, and we should 
make sure that it’s repre-
sented in D.C.,” Parrott 
said. “Unfortunately, right 
now the vote from Garrett 

County is totally diluted by 
the vote from Montgomery 
County.”

This will be Parrott’s 

second attempt to unseat 
Democratic incumbent Da-
vid Trone. In 2020, Parrott 
lost in the general election 

by a 215,540 to 143,599 
margin, capturing 39.2 % 
of the vote.

What will be different in 

this year’s race? Parrott 
had one word for the small 
crowd assembled at the ga-
zebo at the corner of Sec-
ond and Liberty streets: 
Virginia.

The victory of Glenn 
Youngkin over Democrat 
Terry McAuliffe this month 
in Virginia’s race for gover-
nor is seen by Republicans 
as a preview of the out-
come of next year’s mid-
term elections — a sign of a 
comeback after losing both 
the White House and the 
Senate in 2020.

“We know that things are 
going to be very, very dif-
ferent in 2022 than they 
were in 2020. What we saw 
in Virginia was an uprising 
that said, ‘We want to get 
our state back,’ and now 

in 2022, we’re going to say 
we want to get our coun-
try back, and that’s going 
to start right here in West-
ern Maryland by electing 
a Western Maryland rep-
resentative to U.S. Con-
gress,” Parrott said.

Delegate Wendell Beit-
zel, R-Garrett, called Par-
rott a great colleague and 
companion in the Mary-
land General Assembly.

Beitzel hoped the redis-
tricting process this year 
would be a little more favor-
able to Western Maryland, 
but he expects that Garrett, 
Allegany and Washing-
ton counties would still be 
overshadowed by the east-
ern portion of the district.

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — The Gar-
rett County Health De-
partment is partnering 
with the Ruth Enlow Li-
brary of Garrett Coun-
ty to provide at-home 
COVID-19 rapid test kits 
across the county.

The BinaxNOW 
COVID-19 test kits are 
provided by the Maryland 
Department of Health and 
are free to the public. Step-
by-step instructions for 
completing the test and 
for reporting test results 
are included with the kits.

“We are really happy 
about this partnership,” 
Garrett County Health 
Officer Bob Stephens said. 
“Our public libraries have 
branches spread through-
out the entire county, and 
they have expertise in 
making resources avail-
able to the community. 
These take-home kits are 
just another important re-
source that the library can 
help to disseminate.”

“We are very happy to 
support our community 
in any way we can,” said 
Thomas Vose, director of 
the Ruth Enlow Library. 
“People who are display-
ing symptoms should call 
their local library branch, 
and we will arrange for 
curbside service.”

Each kit contains two 
tests. If both tests are used 
for the same person, test-
ing should be spaced sev-
eral days apart. Currently, 
supplies are limited to four 
kits per patron, but more 
kits may be available in 
the future.

These test kits are de-
signed for personal use 
only. If a documented re-
sult is needed for trav-
el, employment, events or 
other purposes, the user 
should verify whether the 
at-home test will satisfy 
the testing requirements.

For more information 
about the kits, visit bit.ly/
gc-test-kits.

At-home COVID 
tests available 
at area libraries

Commissioners want online 
meeting ability codified
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Local Government Insurance Trust Executive Director Tim Ailsworth, center, 
presents Garrett County commissioners Paul Edwards, left, and Larry Tichnell 
with a $2,338 grant check Tuesday.

See MEETING, A9 See TESTS, A9
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McHENRY — While 
Garrett County has expe-
rienced a boom in tourism 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the rest of Maryland 
is struggling to recover.

While the state’s tour-
ism industry as a whole 
experienced a 64% de-
cline during the pandem-
ic, Garrett County actual-
ly posted a 36% increase 
from pre-pandemic levels, 
according to Liz Fitzsim-
mons, managing director 
of the Office of Tourism for 
the Department of Com-
merce.

“Garrett County was the 
anomaly,” Fitzsimmons 
said. “The only region, the 
only county that was able to 
do this.”

In 27 years with the Of-
fice of Tourism, Fitzsim-
mons said the Office of 
Tourism never had to go 

before any group and say 
that there were decreas-
es. That changed in 2020, 
when the industry was 

dealt a severe blow.
Sales figures for over-

night stays in hotels, motels 
and rental units are key in-

dicators of the state of tour-
ism, she said, as those vis-
itors spend money in other 
areas, such as food, enter-

tainment, recreational ac-
tivities and retail items.

For the category of hotels, 
motels, apartments and 
cottages, sales figures for 
the 2021 fiscal year totaled 
$56.05 million — a 56% 
drop from pre-pandemic 
2019’s $128.6 million. For 
hotels and motels selling 
food, the results were even 
worse: from $35.4 million 
in 2019 to $10.7 million in 
2021. That constitutes a 
69.7% drop.

The Garrett County 
Chamber of Commerce 
hosted its annual tourism 
update Tuesday morning at 
its Business Before Hours 
meeting, hearing from 
state officials just how hard 
the pandemic hit Maryland 
recreation.

Garrett had only growth in tourism in Md. during pandemic
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Liz Fitzsimmons, managing director of the Office of Tour-
ism for the Department of Commerce, speaks Tuesday 
at the Garrett County Chamber of Commerce’s Business 
Before Hours event.
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Maryland Department of Commerce Division of Tourism, 
Film & the Arts Assistant Secretary Tom Riford says Gar-
rett County’s tourism industry is to be congratulated for 
experiencing growth during the COVID-19 pandemic.

See TOURISM, A9

Parrott seeks rematch with Trone in congressional race
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Surrounded by his family Wednesday morning in Oakland, Neil Parrott announces his 
candidacy as a Republican in Maryland’s 6th Congressional District race.

See PARROTT, A9

http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=0502702c-6a9d-5455-91ce-c73d9186c0ea
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C1&uuid=0502702c-6a9d-5455-91ce-c73d9186c0ea
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A8&uuid=0502702c-6a9d-5455-91ce-c73d9186c0ea
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B8&uuid=0502702c-6a9d-5455-91ce-c73d9186c0ea
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=D7&uuid=0502702c-6a9d-5455-91ce-c73d9186c0ea
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=0502702c-6a9d-5455-91ce-c73d9186c0ea
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=0502702c-6a9d-5455-91ce-c73d9186c0ea
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=0502702c-6a9d-5455-91ce-c73d9186c0ea
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=0502702c-6a9d-5455-91ce-c73d9186c0ea

