
China has reacted with 
fury and threats after 
President Trump signed 
two bills supporting  hu-
man rights Hong Kong.

Quarterback Jarret Doege 
will lead the Mountaineers 
against TCU today in the 
final game of the 2019  
regular season.

What are you most thank-
ful for this Thanksgiving?

a) Family
.................................61.1%
b) A good job
......................................0%
c) Living in a great coun-
try
.................................11.1%
d) My health
.................................27.8%
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STAFF WRITER

CLARKSBURG — Small 
Business Saturday continues 
to be a crucial event for many 
businesses across the nation, 
and in North Central West 
Virginia, many businesses 
plan to take part.

Small Business Saturday 
was founded in 2010 as a day 
when communities across 
the nation rally to support 
small businesses during the 
holiday season.

“Last year, thousands of 

communi-
ties in all 50 
states ral-
lied their 
friends and 
neighbors 
to celebrate 
the day,” 
said Nik-
ki Bowmar, 
public af-
fairs specialist for the West 
Virginia District of the U.S. 
Small Business Administra-
tion.

In 2018, Bowmar said, an 
estimated 104 million U.S. 

consumers reported shop-
ping or dining at local, inde-
pendently owned businesses 
on Small Business Saturday. 
And the total reported spend-
ing at those businesses was in 
excess of $17.8 billion.

Each year, the SBA encour-
ages small businesses to par-
ticipate in — and promote 
— Small Business Saturday 
to bring more consumers to 
their establishments’ doors 
as well as their e-commerce 
sites.

Locally owned retailers gearing  
up for Small Business Saturday

Bowmar

by Stephen Santilli

FOR THE EXPONENT TELEGRAM

SHINNSTON — Over 900 
people braved cold tempera-
tures and overcast skies 
to run or walk more than 
3 miles Thursday morn-
ing during the 11th annual 
Shinnston Turkey Trot 5K.

The turnout was the best 
in the event’s history.

“It’s exciting to see all of 
these people out here raising 

money for the Marie Gaston 
Fund, which donates to Har-
rison County 4-H. It’s great 
to see people helping out an 
organization named in hon-
or of someone we love dear-
ly,” said Stacia Talkington, 
who oversees race-day logis-
tics and activities.

Her husband, Jason 
Talkington, said the Turkey 
Trot has strong community 
support.

“We raise around $10,000 

per year because of our in-
credible volunteers and 
business partners,” he said.

That money supports 
scholarships for young peo-
ple to attend the statewide 
4-H camp held at Jackson’s 
Mill every year.

“We provide a free meal 
the first night for them, 
as well, and have raised 
enough money to bring in 
a youth culture expert to 
speak about smart use of 

social media,” Talkington 
said.

Stacia Talkington said her 
favorite part of the day is 
“when the race is over and 
we can bask in the warmth 
of finishing the race and 
spending time with friends 
and family.”

Bob Riley was one of the 
many volunteers helping 
out Thursday morning.

by Missy Ryan  

and Philip Rucker

THE WASHINGTON POST

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Af-
ghanistan — President Don-
ald Trump visited Afghan-
istan for the first time on 
Thursday, delivering Thanks-
giving greetings to U.S. troops 
deployed here in the United 
States’ longest-running war 
and announcing that he had 
resumed peace negotiations 
with the Taliban.

Making an unannounced 
trip, Trump touched down at 
8:30 p.m. local time at Bagram 
air base — the primary hub 
for U.S. air operations located 
outside the capital of Kabul — 
after secretly departing from 
Florida in the dark of night.

Trump has long wanted to 
draw down forces in Afghan-
istan, and he said during a 
meeting here with Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani that 
he had restarted peace talks 
with the Taliban that he 
had broken off almost three 
months ago, and was hopeful 
of brokering an accord.

“The Taliban wants to make 
a deal, and we’re meeting with 
them, and we’re saying it has 
to be a cease-fire, and they 
didn’t want to do a ceasefire, 
and now they do want to do a 
ceasefire,” Trump said. “I be-

lieve it’ll probably work out 
that way.”

The Trump administration 
appeared to be on the brink of 
striking a deal to jump-start 
the peace process in Septem-
ber, when the president ex-
tended and then canceled an 
invitation for Taliban repre-
sentatives to come to Camp 
David to cement an agreement 
to reduce U.S. forces.

This is Trump’s second vis-
it to a combat zone; he visit-
ed troops in Iraq the day af-
ter Christmas in 2018. Vice 
President Mike Pence made 
a surprise trip last week to Al 
Asad air base in Iraq, where 
he served turkey and greeted 
troops.

Trump visits 
troops in 
Afghanistan
Announces that peace talks 
with Taliban have resumed

AP photo

President Donald Trump holds 
up a tray with a Thanksgiving 
dinner during a surprise visit 
to U.S. troops in Afghanistan.

by JoAnn Snoderly

STAFF WRITER

CLARKSBURG — Shop-
pers turned out Thanksgiv-
ing evening to get a head 
start on Black Friday deals 
and maybe even win a prize 
or two.

Many retailers in the area 
started their annual Black 
Friday sales on Thursday. 
Other stores remained shut-
tered, with opening times set 
in the early morning hours of 
Friday.

Outside Target at Meadow-
brook Mall, people lined the 
sidewalk as they waited for 
the doors to open at 5 p.m. 
Inside the mall, another line 
stretched from in front of 
JCPenney into the food court 

as people 
waited to get 
goody bags.

At about 
15 minutes 
after 5 p.m., 
Barbara 
Byrd was 
sitting on a 
chair out-
side JCPen-
ney.

“I looked, and I’m tired 
of looking,” she said with a 
laugh. “There were several 
things I liked, but I didn’t get 
anything because I have tons 
of clothes.”

Byrd said she went shop-
ping after having a Thanks-
giving dinner at Ruby Tues-
day with her daughter. With 
just the two of them, “we 

didn’t see any sense in cook-
ing,” Byrd said.

Alicia Bosely said she 
doesn’t participate in the an-
nual holiday shopping sea-
son kickoff every year, but 
she was already in town and 
thought she’d check out what 
was going on.

“It gives me something to 
do,” she said.

Bosely said she was shop-
ping for Christmas gifts for 
her two children and a birth-
day gift for her oldest, whose 
birthday is next week.

Dennise Hoffman, who was 
participating in her fourth 
year of Thanksgiving Day 
shopping, was hoping to win 
some good prizes.

Hundreds again flock to Shinnston Turkey Trot

Photo by Stephen Santilli

Sisters Valerie Barlow and 
Kristen Barlow wear matching 
shirts for the Turkey Trot.See TROT, A10

See TRUMP, A10

Shoppers start Black 
Friday one day early

Staff photo by JoAnn Snoderly

A line of shoppers waits for Meadowbrook Mall goody bags on Thursday.

Mall, stores busy as holiday season kicks off

Byrd

See SHOPPERS, A7

See SATURDAY, A7

by JoAnn Snoderly

STAFF WRITER

CLARKSBURG — A lem-
on meringue pie on Thanks-
giving meant many things to 
Rocco Miller. To him, that 
simple pie represented fam-
ily, love, empowerment, self-
worth and redemption.

Thursday marked two 
years since Miller’s mother 
died, and the first Thanks-
giving he celebrated since 
her death.

“Thanksgiving was our fa-
vorite holiday,” he said. “She 
always made (lemon me-
ringue pie) and it was great. 
… She always made all of us 
kids one thing special, and 

that was my favorite.”
Miller made the pie for 

other people experiencing 
homelessness Thursday at 
Clarksburg Baptist Church’s 
Friendsgiving event. There, 
Mission residents, those ex-
periencing homelessness 
and others prepared food for 
a community meal.

Miller said he has been in 
recovery off and on for about 
a year, but has been clean 
again for a couple months.

“I’m struggling. I’ve had 
a couple relapses. … Doing 
stuff like this helps with feel-
ing important,” Miller said. 

Holiday gatherings 
offer a place for all

See HOLIDAY, A9
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