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STAFF WRITER

MCHENRY — Spe-
cial Olympics Maryland 
(SOMD) will return to the 
Wisp Resort for the first 
time in over a decade next 
weekend.

The 2023 Winter Games 
will be kicked off by the 24th 
annual Deep Creek Dunk, 
hosted by Maryland State 
Police and Natural Resourc-
es Police.

The Cool Schools Dunk 
and Goosebumps, Grapes 
and Growlers are planned 
for Friday Feb. 24, and the 
Deep Creek Dunk is Satur-
day, Feb. 25. These events 
will be held at Uno’s Honi 
Honi at 19814 Garrett 
Highway.

More than 400 partici-
pants from across the state 
will dunk into the chilly 
waters of Deep Creek Lake 
to raise funds for Special 
Olympics Maryland. All 
funds will benefit Garrett 
County Special Olympics 
Maryland athletes.

The Special Olympics 
Maryland Winter Games 
will take place at the Wisp 
Resort, 296 Marsh Hill 
Road, McHenry, from Sun-
day, Feb. 26 to Tuesday, Feb. 
28.

Paul Edwards, director 
of Garrett County Pub-
lic Schools, stated that he 
has been talking with Jim 
Schmutz, president and 
CEO of Special Olympics 
Maryland, about bringing 
the winter games back to 
the Wisp for a long time.

“I appreciate his efforts,” 
he said. “It only makes 
sense to bring this amazing 
event back to Maryland and 
we are honored to have it in 
Garrett County. What an ex-
cellent way to showcase our 
county and these excellent 
athletes.”

Nearly 200 Special Olym-
pics Maryland athletes from 
across the state will show-
case their skills and athletic 
ability in various alpine and 
snowshoeing events, includ-
ing:

• Alpine – Novice, Inter-

mediate, and Advanced Sla-
lom, Giant Slalom, Glide & 
Super G

• Snowshoeing – 25m, 
50m, 100m, 200m, 400m, 
800m, 1600m races, as well 
as 4x100m, 4x200m, and 
4x400m relay races.

“I am beyond excited that 
the Special Olympics Mary-
land Winter Games is re-
turning to Wisp, said Adam 
Hays, Frederick County 
athlete. “Not only will we 
be experiencing the great 
slopes, but the amazing 
staff that give us an excel-
lent experience during the 
games. Showing all of West-
ern Maryland, we will be 
showing we are being brave 
in the attempt!”

Elaina Camacho, Anne 
Arundel County athlete, 
also expressed excitement 
at coming back to Wisp Re-
sort for the competition.

“I am most excited to see 
the Flame of Hope being 
skied down the mountain 
to light the cauldron and de-
clare the games open at the 
opening ceremonies Sunday 

evening,” she said.
Joe Wu, Montgomery 

County athlete coach, stat-
ed that this will be his first 
time as a coach at the Win-
ter Games.

“I am excited to help my 
fellow athletes have a great 
competition,” he said. “I 
can’t wait to see all of my 
friends’ smiling faces.”

Event Schedule

On Friday, Feb. 24, the Cool 
Schools Dunk is planned for 
11 a.m. and Goosebumps, 
Grapes, and Growlers will 
begin at 6 p.m.

The Deep Creek Dunk is 
planned for 11 a.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 25.

On Sunday, Feb. 25, the 
Winter Games Time Tri-
als will begin at 2 p.m., 
with opening ceremonies 
planned for 7:30 p.m.

Winter Games Competi-
tion will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 
27 and 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 28.

Special Olympics Md./Deep Creek Dunk set next weekend
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“I am beyond excited that the Special Olympics Maryland 
Winter Games is returning to Wisp, said Adam Hays, a 
Frederick County athlete.See WEEKEND, A9
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STAFF WRITER

DEER PARK — A new 
councilwoman was sworn 
in during the regular 
monthly meeting of the 
Deer Park Town Coun-
cil on Monday evening at 
the Deer Park Communi-
ty Center.

Diamond Ervin took the 
oath of office with Mayor 
Donald Dawson. She was 
chosen by nomination to 
continue the term of the 
late Donna Collins through 
2026.

In other business:
• Clerk Donna Teter re-

ported that a check for 
$5,000 was received from 
BlueTriton Brands Inc. of 
Stanford, Connecticut, for 
the year and a thank you 
letter was sent.

Dawson explained that 
Deer Park Spring Water 
was sold to this company, 
and donations are received 
each year.

“If it wouldn’t be for the 

gracious donation from 
them and the funds they’ve 
given us in the past, some of 
these smaller projects, or a 
lot of the projects, wouldn’t 
be completed,” he said “We 
put it right back into com-
munity projects like some 
other funding that went 
to build the deck out here. 
We hope to do some street 
lighting or some pole light-
ing around the yard.”

A donation was also men-
tioned for the Deer Park 
Fire Department.

“They’ve been a great 
partner and really help us,” 
Dawson said. “Over the 
previous years with every-
thing that has happened, 
they still come up with do-
nations and allowed us to 
do some of these smaller 
projects. So it’s much ap-
preciated. They do a great 
job. Those guys go above 
and beyond and do commu-
nity things and do a lot for 
the area.”

by Trevor King

EDITOR

OAKLAND — The Board 
of Education met for their 
monthly public meeting 
on Tuesday night, and a 
variety of topics were dis-
cussed, including a possi-
ble, new calendar for Gar-
rett County students for 
the 2023-24 academic year.

Dr. Jane Wildesen, di-
rector of Human Resourc-
es, presented the drafts 
of the Pre-Labor Day and 
Post-Labor Day FY2024 
School Calendars for their 
first review.

The Calendar Commit-
tee met on Jan. 9 and Feb. 
13 to discuss the calendar 
options for the 2023-24 ac-
ademic year. The Commit-
tee was comprised of par-
ents of elementary, middle 
and high school students, 
staff from each negotiating 
unit, directors of each level, 
Board members, including 
the Student Board Mem-
ber, and a bus driver.

The Committee drafted 
Pre- and Post-Labor Day 
calendars for public feed-
back. The public feedback 
was meant to help solidify 
the recommendation to the 
Board.

The Post-Labor Day cal-
endar would mean that the 
first day for students would 
be on Sept. 5, the day af-
ter Labor Day. The official 
last day of school for stu-
dents will be June 6 and the 
last day for teachers will be 
June 7.

The Pre-Labor Day cal-
endar features an Aug. 28 
start for students. The last 
day of school for students 
would be on May 30 and the 
last day for teachers will be 
on May 31.

On both calendars, the 

graduation date is June 1.
From the 22 members on 

the Committee, 20 of them 
voted (Board President 
Tom Woods and Dr. Wil-
desen, who are both on the 
committee, did not vote). 
There was also a survey 
for public review, as well 
a comment period for four 
weeks, and the Calendar 
Committee received 240 re-
sponses for the survey.

The Committee recom-
mended a Pre-Labor Day 
start as 19 of the 20 votes 
were in favor of that calen-
dar. However, only 40% of 
the public feedback from 
the survey responses rec-
ommended a Pre-Labor 
Day start.

Eighty percent of the 
Committee was in favor 
of including two days of 
Spring Break around the 
Easter holiday, lasting 
from the Thursday before 
Good Friday through the 
Tuesday after Easter.

Action will be taken on 
the calendars at the March 
14, 2023, Board meeting.

Dr. Wildesen went into 
greater detail on the Com-

mitte’s Pre-Labor Day rec-
ommendation.

“Having that earlier start 
will allow our students, 
teachers and administra-
tors to focus on deliver-
ing instruction to address 
that learning loss [from 
the pandemic] and provide 
intensive intervention pro-
grams to address the de-
ficiencies,” said Wildesen 
while reading the Commit-
tee’s recommendation.

The Committee also 
brought up the point that 
the preparation for the 
high-school assessments in 
various areas would be bet-
ter with the earlier start.

“With the stress of mov-
ing towards the Blueprint 
[legislation requirements] 
for being College & Ca-
reer Ready, it is impera-
tive that we have most of 
the instruction prior to the 
testing window,” said Wil-
desen.

One of the points brought 
up in Wildesen’s recom-
mendation from the com-
mittee is regarding a “sum-
mer slide” that occurs when 
students average 100 days 

between the last diagnostic 
assessment from the end of 
the school year to the first 
one at the beginning of the 
school year.

Board member Rodney 
Glotfelty asked why there 
would be much of a differ-
ence in the “lapse” between 
the two calendar choices.

“Isn’t it the same lapse if 
you have a Post-Labor Day 
start and it goes later into 
June compared to ending a 
week earlier and starting a 
week earlier?” asked Glot-
felty.

Wildesen then said that 
“the thought is that by 
starting earlier in the year 
and having more days be-
fore testing helps.”

Glotfelty then brought 
up a counter-argument re-
garding the Pre-Labor Day 
calendar in that it would 
be disruptive to start for a 
week and then immediate-
ly have a long weekend for 
Labor Day.

Currently, Garrett Coun-
ty’s district is one of only 
five in Maryland (out of 24) 
that has a Post-Labor Day 
start to the school calendar.

Responses are still open 
for those looking to com-
ment about the proposed 
calendars, which can also 
be viewed on the GCPS 
website. The public com-
ment window runs through 
noon on March 10.

Public Comments: 
Keep the Schools open

Several public comments 
were made at the meeting, 
all in opposition of pro-
posed school closures and 
different aspects of the 
grade-band alignment on 
the Northern end of Gar-
rett County.

Ervin sworn in as 
member of Deer 
Park Town Council
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Deer Park Mayor Donald Dawson administers the oath of 
office to new Councilwoman Diamond Ervin on Monday.

See ERVIN, A9

Garrett BOE Calendar Committee 
recommends pre-Labor Day start
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Dr. Jane Wildesen (right) presented the draft Pre-Labor 
Day and Post-Labor Day FY2024 school calendars to the 
Board for their first review. Also pictured is Mark Greene 
(left).
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