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County commissioners hear budget requests
by Joseph Hauger
EDITOR

OAKLAND — Garrett
County is in the midst of
budget season, and the
county commissioners are
hearing the funding wants
and needs of the various
agencies.
Following the commissioners’ April 5 meeting,
they heard a budget presentation from Garrett
County Public Schools Superintendent Barbara Baker and Finance Director Alison Sweitzer. This year,
the schools are seeking
$28,817,097 in operating
funds from the county, as

well as $1,692,882 in capital
funding requests.
After
last
week’s
meeting,
the commissioners heard
from Garrett ColMidcap
lege and
the Garrett County Sheriff’s Office.
Garrett College President Dr. Richard Midcap
presented the school’s request for $6,777,850 — an
increase of $540,700 over
the 2021-22 allocation from
the county.

That includes keeping
the operating budget the
same at $4.95 million, as
well as the Performing Arts
Center operating funds at
$133,000. Another $45,000
was requested for the Garrett College Scholarship
Program to support “third
phase” workforce funding
for adult, non-traditional
students. The first phase
was traditional high school
students, and the second
was for engaging in dual-enrollment.
Under capital requests,
Midcap is asking for $1
million for a local match
for a multi-purpose softball/baseball/soccer field to

serve college, high school
and community teams. Midcap said the state will fund
another $1 million over the
next two years.
“That is tied to a goal
to generate tuition revenue through increasing
enrollment,” Midcap said.
“The expectation is that
we would be able to leverage this turf field into adding women’s and men’s
soccer, which could create
as many as 30 additional
full-time students. And not
only would these be fulltime students, but many of
them would be residing in
our residence halls, which
would mean additional fis-

cal support for the college.”
Another $95,000 is being requested to purchase
a skid-steer and replace a
small utility vehicle used to
transport items on campus.
Sheriff
Rob Corley did not
provide
specifics of his
budget requests at
the April
Corley
19 meeting, but
highlighted two programs
being implemented this
year.
One, which has been

mandated by the state, requires medically assisted
treatment of inmates at
the county detention center. Corley said Garrett is
one of the last two counties
in the state to implement
the requirements.
“There is a huge expense
tied with that,” he said.
As of Jan. 1, the sheriff’s
department will be required
to provide medically assisted treatment — “methadone, suboxone, whatever an inmate may need, to
inmates who are under the
addiction of opioids or other
drugs,” according to Corley.

See BUDGET, A7

GaCo Team 1629 earns award McHenry/Thayerville Water
at robotics world championship Connection Project complete
From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — The Garrett County Public Schools
robotics Team 1629 Garrett
County Coalition — GaCo
captured the 2022 Chairman’s Award at the FIRST
World Robotics Championship last week.
The team earned the opportunity to compete after
excelling in the National
Championship two weeks
prior.
Following this, the team
traveled to Houston to compete against the best teams
from all around the world.
The team went 5-5 in qualification matches at this level and finished 34th out of
76 teams.
The Chairman’s Award is
the most prestigious award
at FIRST. More than robots, it honors the team
that best represents a model for other teams to emulate and that best embodies
the mission of FIRST (For
Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology.)

by Brenda Ruggiero
STAFF WRITER

Submitted photo

Team representatives receiving the Chairman’s Award
at the FIRST Championship in Houston. Team members
are Dylan Pudlak, Ava Rankin, Natalie Warne, Chuck
Trautwein, Kelli Catulle, Jeremy Perando, Chase Bender,
Josh Smith and Lorie Burdock. Also pictured between
Rankin and Catulle are FIRST founder Dean Kamen and
FIRST President Don Bossi. Pictured between Pudlak and
Rankin is FIRST CEO Chris Moore.

It is presented to the team
judged to best exemplify
the true meaning of FIRST
through measurable impact on participants, school
and the community at large
with emphasis on promoting science and technology

through FIRST programs.
The criterion for the
Chairman’s Award has a
special emphasis on recent
accomplishments within
the last three years.

See AWARD, A7

McHENRY
—
The
McHenry/Thayerville Water Connection Project is
now complete, according
to Bobby Witt of the Garrett County Department of
Public Works.
“These two water systems have been merged to
create the Deep Creek Lake
Water System,” Witt said.
“To ensure dependable water supply for the customers of the Deep Creek Lake
Water System, it was critical that this project be completed. Before this project,
all of the homeowners and
businesses located between
Gravelly Run Road and Leo
Friend Road would still be
relying on well water to
meet all their needs.”
Witt explained that
a solution was urgently needed since well water cannot meet all the demands of both McHenry
area residents and the influx of tourists during peak
months.
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Brian Schroyer, vice president of Byco, noted that one
portion of the water/sewer project involved running a line
across Deep Creek Lake and sinking it last spring.

The Garrett County Department of Public Works
hired local contractor Byco
Enterprises to construct
this project, while A. Morton Thomas and Associates
provided engineering services from their offices in
Rockville.
“The most difficult portion of this project was
working within the lake
boundary, which required

work to be performed
during
cold
weather
months when ice formed in
the lake,” Witt said. “This
provided a narrow working
period, requiring the critical lake crossing part of
the project to be completed during the off-peak season from December 2020 to
March 2021.”

See WATER, A7

Crellin Elementary named federal Green Ribbon School
From Staff Reports

CRELLIN — The U.S. Department of Education has
announced that Crellin Elementary School is among
the 2022 U.S. Department
of Education Green Ribbon
Schools award honorees.
Crellin is the only school
in the state of Maryland to
receive this award for 2022.
The school was nominated by the Maryland State
Department of Education
for its work in remedying a
local creek of historic mining contaminants and using
the environment as a learning tool to teach gardening,
watershed standards, and
conservation practices in
an outdoor classroom.
Additional learning opportunities include an agricultural program featuring
barns with sheep and hens,
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In this 2017 photo, Crellin Elementary School fourth-graders explain the hydroponic grow system used in the
school’s greenhouse. They measure and administer the
nutrients needed to grow a healthy crop of lettuce that is
then used for school lunches.

a solar panel that maximizes egg production, composting, and a greenhouse using hydroponics. Even the
school building has an up-

graded HVAC system to be
more energy efficient.
“This is awesome,” Principal Dana McCauley said
on earning the award. “I’m
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so proud to be a part of this
school community that
embraces working toward
a sustainable culture and
who is not afraid of hard
work. This award recognizes all our students — past
and present, staff and community members who have
worked tirelessly through
the years to help create this
environment. We are truly
grateful for all the outside
agencies and community
support that we continue
to receive.”
“Please join in me in congratulating the staff, students, parents and the entire Crellin community on
being the only school in
the state of Maryland to
be recognized as a USDE
Green Ribbon School,” Superintendent Barbara Baker said. “This award is certainly well-deserved.”

Across the country, 27
schools, five districts and
four postsecondary institutions are being honored for
their innovative efforts to
reduce environmental impact and utility costs, improve health and wellness,
and ensure effective sustainability education. The
honorees were named from
a pool of candidates nominated by 19 states.
An awards ceremony will
take place at the end of July
in Washington, D.C., where
Crellin Elementary will receive an engraved plaque
made of sustainable materials.
“This year’s U.S. Department of Education Green
Ribbon Schools honorees
have raised the bar for sustainability, healthy and
safe school environments,
and hands-on learning

301-334-3963

Find us on

Copyright 2022 • WV News
Oakland, MD 21550

therepublicannews.com

experiences that connect
students of all ages to the
world around them,” U.S.
Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona said. “As we
recover from a pandemic
that highlighted the need
to modernize school infrastructure, improve ventilation, and create versatile indoor and outdoor learning
spaces, we have an opportunity to invest in sustainable practices that enhance
student learning, health
and well-being. At the Department of Education, I’m
proud that we’re proposing
to establish a new Office
of Infrastructure and Sustainability to support state
and local leaders on these
efforts, and that we have
named a special adviser to
this vital work.”

See GREEN, A7

