
MAKING MAIN . . . . . . .2A

PEOPLE . . . . . . . . . . . 4-8A

SCHOOL BEAT . . . . . . . .9A

SPORTS . . . . . . . . .10-11A

VIEW POINT. . . . . . . . . .1B

FOR THE RECORD . . . . .2B

BANCROFT. . . . . . . . . 3-4B

SNYDER . . . . . . . . . . . . .4B

BEEMER . . . . . . . . . . . . .5B

OUR 149TH  YEAR, ISSUE 21 PUBLICATION NO. 675780

LOCAL -  3 SECTIONS,  34 PAGES 

OUT OF AREA -  2 SECTIONS,   18 PAGES

AREA DEATHS INSIDE THIS WEEK

Dolores Wimmer, 95

Vera Grone, 76

Jessica Petersen, 34 Patricia Potter-Stover, 77

Virginia Haba, 86

Phone: 402-372-2461 

Toll Free: 800-372-2461

www.wpnews.com

WEST POINT, NEBRASKA WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20, 2019 $1.00

SEVERAL PAGES OF FLOOD COVERAGE INSIDE

WEST POINT NEWS

See BEEMER,  Page 3

The 12-member jury seated 
for the second-degree murder 
trial of Derek Olson has heard 
several hours of testimony and 
are in store for more as the case 
continues this week.

The trial in Cuming County 
District Court was expected to 
begin last Tuesday after jury 
selection the day before. How-
ever, the 100 prospective jurors 
were sent home shortly after 
they arrived last Monday. They 
returned Tuesday and jury 
selection ended late that after-
noon.

Opening statements began 
last Wednesday morning when 
attorneys for the State and 
defense began laying out their 
cases.

Assistant Nebraska Attorney 
General Michael Guinan took 
less than an hour in his open-
ing. He is serving as a special 
Deputy Cuming County At-
torney. Other attorneys for the 
State are Cuming County Attor-
ney Daniel Bracht and Sandra 
Allen, Assistant Nebraska 
Attorney General.

 “At the end of the case, ladies 
and gentlemen, we will come 
back before you and we will ask 
for a verdict, and we will ask 
for a guilty verdict on all four 
counts. We believe you will find, 
without a doubt, that he (Derek 
Olson) is guilty,” Guinan said.

Charges Derek Olson faces are 
second-degree murder, use of a 
weapon to commit a felony, first-
degree arson and cruelty to an 
animal. The latter charge comes 
from the death of Warnock’s dog 
when Derek Olson allegedly set 
Warnock’s house on fire the fol-
lowing day. 

An autopsy indicated that 
Warnock died of stab wounds 
before the fire occurred.

Tom Donner, lead attorney for 
the defense, told the jury the de-
fense will show that there isn’t 
enough evidence to convict his 
client. He said Derek Olson is 

on trial as the result of a “rush 
to judgement” based on the cre-
ative evolution of a fabricated 
story. 

Donner said he plans to prove 
“through physical evidence, 
forensic science, and com-
mon sense” that it was Derek’s 
father, Jody Olson, who killed 
Warnock.

Assisting Donner for the de-
fense is attorney Logan Hoyt.

Jody Olson pleaded guilty 
to second-degree murder in 
December as part of a plea 
agreement. Under that agree-
ment, the State agreed to drop 
four other charges against him 
provided that he testifies at the 
trial and in any pretrial pro-
ceedings in the murder case of 
his son, Derek Olson.

Donner said the evidence 

Swift-moving flood waters 
and ice swept into a portion of 
Beemer late Thursday night. 
Damage included homes, busi-
nesses and infrastructure. 
Cattle and calves were killed 
at a nearby feedlot.

Jeremy Ritter of Ritter Feed 
Yards said a significant num-
ber of cattle and calves died 
when water and ice plowed 
through pens at his company’s 
feed lot just south of town.

“There’s not much left of the 

pens,” he said. “There were 
dead cattle and calves, and 
pieces of equipment, debris 
and round bales scattered all 
over,” Ritter said. “The only 
thing that was dry were the 
tops of silage piles.”

Ritter said there was exten-
sive damage to a road to the 
feedlot and a bridge. 

He said the devastation 
reminded him of what he had 
seen at the Herman Dinklage 
feedlot near Wisner after it 
was hit by twin tornadoes in 
2014.

“We were one of the first 

ones to show up to help when 
that happened. Our place 
looked a lot like that,” Ritter 
said, “other than our build-
ings were still standing.” 

He said he has been deluged 
with offers to help, but so far 
hasn’t been able to do much 
because the approaches to the 
bridge over Rock Creek into 
the property make the road 
impassable. 

“The county said we could 
go ahead and repair it our-
selves, so Erv Eisenmenger 
is hauling concrete as fast as 
he can. Right now, there’s no 

good way to get in there. We’re 
trying to get cattle that are left 
penned up.”

The company has other 
larger feedlots, he said, but the 
Beemer location is where they 
started. 

“I’ve had so many people 
calling and offering to help 
it’s unbelievable,” Ritter said. 
“There’s no place I’d rather 
live than in Cuming County.”

Beemer Village Board 
Chairman Doug Steffensmeier 
said many Beemer businesses 

By Willis Mahannah
Editor  FLOOD INTERRUPTS TRIAL 

THE RISING ELKHORN Riv-
er and road closings caused 
a brief postponement of 
the jury trial last Wednes-
day afternoon, March 13.

Just as the jury returned from 
lunch at 1 p.m., District 
Court Judge Mark Johnson 
dismissed them until 4 p.m. 

Because not all the jurors are 
from West Point, the judge 
asked them to go home if 
they could, gather clothes 
and needed items to get 
them through a couple of 
days and return to West 
Point.

They were asked to find a 
place to stay, either with 
friends, family or, if needed, 
the District Court office 
would make motel arrange-
ments.

All managed to make it back 
for the trial to resume at 4 
p.m. that afternoon.

The trial begins at 8:30 a.m. 
each day.

By Tom Kelly
Publisher

Jury hears opening statements
in Derek Olson murder trial

Highway 275 opened Monday, but was shut down again late morning when drivers reported a section of highway was sinking. 
State trucks began hauling cold fill Monday afternoon to begin repairs. Water had apparently hollowed out a portion of road 
bed perpendicular to a cement box culvert, and by late afternoon the concrete road surface had started to collapse into the 
trench. That highway reopened this morning (Wednesday). As of press time, Highway 32 west of West Point was still closed.See JURY,  Page 3

Scenes like the one were common last Thursday and Friday when hundreds of volunteers joined 
local and area fire & rescue personnel to help lay sandbags along the levee that protects West 
Point from the Elkhorn River. In West Point, sandbags were added to the top of the levee in an 
area north of the fairgrounds and along North Mill Street. Sandbags were also stacked around 

potential sand boils along the dike in the area north of West Park Street. Sand boils are areas 
where water under pressure can seep under the levee and begin to percolate up through the soils 
on the land side of the levee and can be an early warning of potential problems with the levee. 
More flood-related photos and stories can be found on several pages inside this issue.

Waters, ice sweep into Beemer homes, businesses

Volunteer spirit alive & well across Cuming County 
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