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LeRoy Johnson, 84
James Bart, 79

Victoria Stewart, 75
Michael Tibbels, 51

Donald Luedert, 84
James Sapp, 62
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‘LAst fLing’ suRpRise: owner reunited with 1968 firebird. 4A

West Point neWs

See tax levies,  Page 3

City to again flush water 
mains, starting Monday

DIERS FORD in FREMONT

2019 Ford ranger XL Truck
Stk# k382

Stk# k1552019 Ford escape s suV

2019 Ford F-150 
XL Truck

Stk#  k628

$21,822 

$319/MO*

$6,000 *Must have a retail trade-in for $1000 of discount
* 36MO/10k miles *First payment due only  

*Must have a retail trade-in for $1000 of discount • WAC
$5,500 0% 60 mo 

WAC for
plus monthly sales tax

2445 N Broad St., Fremont, NE | www.DiersFord.com | Sales: 402-948-4600 | Service: 402-215-0196 | Parts: 402-810-7118 | Body Shop: 402-382-4011

off  
MSRP*

plus
off  
MSRP*

State Senator Ben Hansen, 
District 16, made a stop in 
West Point last Wednesday 
afternoon to tour NorthStar 
Services and meet with staff.

Sen. Hansen serves on the 
Health and Human Services 
Committee and took North-
Star Services up on its invita-
tion to see what’s taking place 
at the West Point location. 
Hansen said he’s made an 
effort to tour different facili-
ties in the area to get a better 
understanding of what types 
of services are being provided.

“It’s kind of our responsibil-
ity to do that,” he said.

One of the reasons he was 

invited to NorthStar was so 
staff could visit with him 
about funding.

Erin Raabe, Area Director 
at NorthStar in West Point, 
noted that the Legislature 
had approved a 4% increase 
in funding, but that when the 
new rate schedule came out in 
August it showed that in-
crease wasn’t for all services 
provided by NorthStar.

She explained that North-
Star had anticipated a 4% 
increase across the board, but 
that because that isn’t the case 
it will have an impact on the 
services the agency provides. 
NorthStar’s West Point site 

currently provides services 
and supports 44 intellectually 
and developmentally disabled 
individuals at home, in the 
community, and helping some 
find employment.

Raabe said if some service 
areas don’t receive the full 4% 
increase in funding, it limits 
what the agency can provide.

She added that the agency is 
already underfunded and is 
having difficulty hiring and 
retaining employees because 
of what it can pay. Even with 
the 4% increase, NorthStar 
would still be underfunded.

Sen. Hansen said that in 
the 2019 Legislative session, a 

greater emphasis was put on 
providing more reimburse-
ment for facilities such as 
NorthStar. He said the com-
munity involvement that 
NorthStar provides is some-
thing that sometimes can get 
lost in Lincoln.

Hansen said there is a role 
that government should play 
in taking care of those who 
are truly needy, and favors 
providing funding for those 
with developmental disabili-
ties. 

He added that his staff will 
look into some of the issues 
Raabe and others at North-
Star raised. 

 2019 2018      2017
School .72587 .71447   .74687
City .46799 .47937   .48004
County .12700 .11623       .11829
Ag Society .00596 .00566   .00555
NECC .09500 .09500   .09090
ESU #2 .01500 .01500   .01576
P2T .01000 .01000   .01000
LENRD .02370 .02314   .02327      
Total $1.47052       $1.45887   $1.49068 

 2019 2018      2017
School .72587 .71447   .74687
Village .29242 .23579   .44908
County .12700 .11623       .11829
Ag Society .00596 .00566   .00555
NECC .09500 .09500   .09090
ESU #2 .01500 .01500   .01576
P2T .01000 .01000   .01000
LENRD .02370 .02314   .02327      
Township .14599 .09433   .09026
Total $1.44094       $1.30962   $1.54998

 2019   2018      2017
School .67775 .68883   .70193
City .45450 .45450    .48349
County .12700 .11623       .11829
Ag Society .00596 .00566    .00555
NECC .09500 .09500    .09090
ESU #2 .01500 .01500    .01576
P2T .01000 .01000    .01000
LENRD .02370 .02314    .02327 
    Total $1.40891       $1.40836      $1.4491

 2019 2018      2017
School .77942 .76554    .70229
Village .39985 .39939    .40225
County .12700 .11623        .11829
Ag Society .00596 .00566    .00555
NECC .09500 .09500    .09090
ESU #2 .01500 .01500    .01576
P2T .01000 .01000    .01000
LENRD .02370 .02314    .02327    
Township .09404 .09088    .08624
Pender Hosp. .00860 .00840     .00800
Total $1.55857 $1.52924 $1.46255
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Property owners in all four 
communities in Cuming County  
West Point, Beemer, Bancroft 
and Wisner will see a bump in 
their consolidated property tax 
levies this year.

The increases range from less 
than half a percent in Wisner to 
13 cents in Beemer. 

The consolidated levies were 
compiled by the West Point 
News after the Cuming County 
Board of Supervisors met 
recently as the board of equal-
ization to set final levies for 
some of the various government 
subdivisions in the county. 

Other levies used came from 
the respective government enti-
ties that make up the consoli-
dated levies of the four commu-
nities.

The new consolidated levy for 
the City of West Point is $1.47052 
for every $100 of assessed valu-

ation, an increase of just over 
one cent from last year.

That broke a trend of three 
years of falling levies for West 
Point. Four years ago, tax year 
2014-2015, the levy was $1.6803, 
or 21 cents higher than the new 
levy.

This year’s West Point con-
solidated levy means taxes on 
property valued at $100,000 will 
be about $11.65 more than a 
year ago. 

Beemer’s 2017 consolidated 
levy will be $1.44094, which is 
up 13 cents from last year but 
lower than the $1.54998 levy two 
years ago. The new levy will 
hike taxes on a $100,000 proper-
ty $131.32. A year ago that same 
property saw a tax cut of $240.

The main reason for the 
levy hike in Beemer is a 5.6 
cent bump in the village’s tax 
levy and a 5.1 cent hike in the 

Beemer Township levy.
A $100,000 home in the city of 

Wisner will cost that homeown-
er roughly the same in property 
taxes as last year.

Wisner’s new consolidated 
levy is $1.40891, up a tick from 
last year’s levy, $1.40836. 

Property owners in Bancroft 
will see about a $29.33 bump 
in taxes on a $100,000 home 
because of a levy hike of just 
under 3 cents. 

Consolidated levies for the 
many other subdivisions in 
rural areas of Cuming County 
will be computed by the Asses-
sor’s Office. 

Levies of 13 of the 16 town-
ships are higher, as are levies of 
the rural fire districts.

The state is also providing 
another round of tax credits to 

The City of West Point is 
about to stir things up again. 
Water that is.

City Administrator Tom Gou-
lette announced at last night’s 
(Tuesday) city council meeting 
that the city will do more water 
main flushings starting Mon-
day morning.

Flushing of the distribution 
system will begin with the low 
side of the water distribution 
system moving east. The low 
side is mainly west of Monitor 
Street.

Depending on use and how 
quickly things clear up, the city 
expects to be flushing the entire 
week before moving to the high 
side that is fed by the water 
tower. 

The high side includes areas 
mainly east of Monitor Street.

Flushing on the high side may 
take 2-3 days. In total, Goulette 
said, flushing can take up to 
two weeks. 

The length of time it takes 
for the flushings will be deter-
mined by how dirty the water 
is.

This time around, not every 
fire hydrant will be opened.

He reminded residents that 
they may experience discolored 
water during and after the 
flushings. He suggests that resi-
dents who use filtration systems 
have spare filters on hand. 

“We understand that flushing 
the distribution system can be 
an inconvenience,” Goulette 
said, “but it is an important 
step in the process of working 
towards clean water. We appre-
ciate the residents’ patience and 
understanding.”

rate hike likely to pay
for water plant upgrades

Goulette also gave an update 
on the water distribution plant 
upgrade, for which plans are 
being prepared.

He noted that the upgrade will 
involve more than just install-
ing three new filters.

It will also involve a stand 
alone generation system, new 

control system, rebuilding 
pumps and some water main 
replacements.

With that news, Goulette 
suggested the city begin plan-
ning for water rate adjustments 
to pay for the $2.5 to $3 million 
project. The city, he said, will 
have to show the ability to pay 
back state revolving loan funds, 
should the city receive them.

A rate review will be done by 
the Nebraska Municipal Power 
Pool.

Goulette said the city may be 
looking at a significant jump in 
rates initially, and incremental 
raises in rates after that.

He said the numbers he’s seen 
so far indicate the cost will be 
at least $2.5 million, if not more.

Added to what the city cur-
rently owes for bond debt in the 
water fund, the existing debt 
could surpass $3 million, based 
on estimates for the water plant 
upgrade.

In other action last night, the 
city council:

— Approved a $100,000 loan/
grant from the LB840 economic 
development fund for Knobbe 
Restaurants. Robert Knobbe 
plans to open the business after 
renovating the former Bud’s 
Tap & Grill building.

Half of the amount will be 
a zero percent loan to be paid 
back over 8 years, and the 
remaining $50,000 will be for-
given if the loan is repaid.

— Heard from Dave Knobbe 
about water drainage problems 
in the Tower Lane area of West 
Point.

Knobbe said according to 
city building permits, the city 
engineer has to approve it and 
that it’s not acceptable to cause 
erosion on the area the water is 
diverted to.

He asked the city to again re-
view the matter and see if it can 
remedy it by installing a storm 
sewer to divert water from 
the east of Tower Lane over to 
Grove Street.

Goulette said he will have the 
city engineer revisit the matter 
and bring plans back to discuss.

State Senator Ben Hansen, District 16, visits with Erin Raabe, 
Area Director for NorthStar Services. Sen. Hansen was in 

West Point last Wednesday to tour NorthStar and one of its 
group homes.

Sen. Hansen tours NorthStars, hears concerns about funding

Tax levies up slightly in cities, villages

Removing and hauling 
sludge from the City of West 
Point’s lagoons will cost about 
$9,000 more based on the con-
tract the city council awarded 
to Pat Nebuda last night 
(Tuesday) during the council’s 
October meeting.

Nebuda’s bid was 6 cents per 

gallon, a penny higher than 
what Frickenstein Pump-
ing had charged the last few 
years. The city spent right at 
$45,000 for that service last 
year, which means about 
900,000 gallons of sludge was 
removed.

Maas Hay Farms had  

submitted the low bid to 
remove the sludge – 3.4 cents 
per gallon – but the council 
had concerns about whether 
Maas could meet all the EPA  
requirements for documenta-
tion.

Based on 900,000 gallons, 
the Maas bid would cost the 

city $23,400 less than the 
Nebuda bid.

Nebuda works with Nutrient 
Advisors on all its documenta-
tion, which is the same busi-
ness Frickenstein used, and 
the council indicated it felt 
better going with the higher 
bid this time around.

City goes with higher bid for sludge removal from lagoon
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