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3-day forecast
Tuesday: 84/59. A 30 
percent chance of 
showers & thunder-
storms, mostly cloudy.
Wednesday: 82/59. 
Showers & thunderstorms likely, 
winds as high as 20 mph.
Thursday: 83/59. Showers likely.
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Hummingbirds wow the crowd
Coming out early July 27 to observe the annual capturing and banding of hum-
mingbirds at the Sipe White Mountain Wildlife Area were spectators from near 
and far. The Arizona Game and Fish Department brought in Sheri Williamson, 
author of the Peterson Field Guide to Hummingbirds of North America, and 
her husband Tom Wood, both directors, naturalists and founders of the South-
eastern Arizona Bird Observatory (SABO) for the 16th annual Hummingbird 
Festival.  See additional photos on Page 2.

BY Peter Aleshire
Special to the Independent

NAVAJO COUNTY — 
OK, so Navajo County has 
problems.

Maybe even serious 
problems.

Maybe even layoff 20 
percent of the staff and 
curtail service problems.

And maybe they sound 
desperate for you to vote 
for Prop. 421, which adds 
a third of a cent to the 
sales tax to create a jail 
district – even though they 
don’t need any more jails. 
You’re thinking it’s just 

more money out of your 
pocket – like a penny on a 
Starbucks Americano.

It all sounds complicat-

ed. And heck, you live in 
Show Low — or Snow-
flake or Winslow or some 
other little town. You’re 
thinking, why should I 
care?

Glad you asked.
Would you believe some 

police officer in Snowflake 
answering a dangerous call 
late at night won’t have 
backup?

Would you believe peo-
ple might die for lack of a 
flu shot?

Would you believe no 
one will show up after 
business hours to capture 
that rabid dog, or fox?

Your school district 
might have to borrow 
money?

The sale of your house 
might fall through?

No more early voting?
Fewer police patrols 

near campus?
Less emergency plan-

ning?
Really? The county does 

all that?
Yes.
Navajo County’s already 

laying plans to slash its 
workforce and services in 
the event Prop. 421 fails. 
This seems prudent — vot-
ers turned down an almost 

identical measure last year. 
So the county has pen-
ciled out the cuts if voters 
again decide not to create 
a jail district; currently, 
the county has a balanced 
budget.

The whole problem 
arises from a decade of 
cuts, thanks to the excru-
ciatingly slow recovery of 
rural areas from the 2008 
recession. Navajo County 
has eliminated about 16 
percent of its workforce 
since the recession. Worse 
yet, state lawmakers 
struggling to balance their 
budget shifted a lot of 

costs to the counties.
Then to add insult to 

injury, air pollution re-
quirements and inexorable 
economics will soon force 
the closure of the Navajo 
Generating Station power 
plant, and the coal mine 
that supplies it. This will 
cost Navajo County $2.5 
million in tax revenue. The 
imminent closure of the 
Cholla coal-fired plant will 
cost the county another 
million bucks.

So if voters approve 

Final in a 
three-part 

series

What Navajo County will cut if Prop. 421 fails
HIGH STAKES
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NAVAJO COUNTY — The Navajo County 
Board of Supervisors last week approved the 
latest installment of a $123,000 state and federal 
grant that gives the county a front-seat ticket to 
the nation’s ever-evolving war on drugs.

The Arizona Criminal Justice Commission’s 
Byrne Grant knits together every county and po-
lice force in the state in an effort to cope with an 
international drug trafficking network with huge 
effects in every community in the nation.

Most of the money goes to pay for prosecutors 
and police officers, with some funding for things 
like lab testing and a national fingerprint data-
base. In 2018. The program focused on breaking 
up drug sales 
and distribution 
rings, but in 
practice about 
82 percent of 
the resulting 
arrests were for 
simple posses-
sion.

“Through the 
Byrne grant, 
we are able to 
have dedicated 
attorneys that 
punish offend-
ers of drug 
trafficking in 
Navajo Coun-
ty,” said Lynda Young, office manager for the 
Navajo County Attorney’s Office. “This grant, 
funded through the Arizona Criminal Justice 
Commission, allows our attorneys to work close-
ly with law enforcement, strengthening collabo-
rations with other agencies, resulting in stronger 
investigations. We expect to deprive these 
dealers and manufacturers from profits through 
seizures and forfeitures. These efforts will slow 
down the drug operations in our county that im-
pact drug-related robbery and theft, drug-related 
domestic violence, drug-related child abuse, 
drugs ripping apart families and drugs invading 
our schools.”

In 2018, some $318,000 went to Gila County, 
$225,000 to Apache County and $234,000 to 
Navajo County. So Gila County got far more 
money, although it has less than half the popula-
tion of either of the other two rural counties.

The statewide report on the fund offered a 
glimpse of the progress of the nation’s long, 
losing, very costly war on drugs. A lot of the 
money from the grants comes from the seizure of 
the assets of people convicted of drug crimes – 
including cars and houses.

The report revealed dramatic differences 
between counties when it comes to both how 
much money they received through the state and 
federal grant program, as well as the results.

For instance, the county-by-county reports 
showed that about 80 percent of the drug arrests 
in Gila County were for possession – compared 
just 29 percent in Navajo County. So Gila Coun-

BY Mike leiby
The Independent

EAGAR — The 
town’s 33rd annu-
al Eagar Days is 
coming Friday and 
Saturday, August 2-3 
at Ramsey Park.

All of the popular 
events that have 
been part of past 
Eagar Days, like 
the Logging Rodeo, 
volleyball tourna-
ment, slow pitch 
tournament, and 
other activities, will 
be part of this year’s 
event.

Being that the 
Logging Rodeo is 
among the more 
popular parts of 
Eagar Days every 
year, it will still run 
for two days from 
Saturday-Sunday, 
Aug. 2-3. There is 
still time to sign up for one of the Logging Rodeo events and 
there will be pre-registration both days.

Town of Eagar Deputy Clerk and Event Coordinator, 
Jessica Vaughan, said not to worry, one of the very popular 
things associated with the Annual Eagar Days, the pancake 

breakfast put on by the fire department under the ramada at 
Ramsey Park, will take place at 7-9 a.m.on Saturday to kick 
the day off right. 

Bargain hunters and vendor-style foodies will still find 

Annual Eagar Days this weekend

Photo courtesy of eagarlogging.com
A team competes in the crosscut saw competition at a previous Eagar Days Logging Rodeo. 
The Logging Rodeo reflects the town’s historic connection to the sawmill industry.

Still 
battling the 
drug wars

Counties detail drug busts they 
made with state-federal grants

BY Mike leiby
Special to the Independent

SHOW LOW — The light-
ning-caused Bagnal Fire that started 
Friday, July 26 about a mile south-
west of town was at about 50 acres 
early on Saturday, July 27 burning 
in grass and ponderosa pine. Forest 
Service officials said it poses no 
threat to structures or local infra-
structure.

On Monday morning, Doreen 
Ethelbah-Gatewood, a public affairs 
officer for the Apache Sitgreaves 
National Forests said the fire “had 
significant growth on Saturday 
night,” and was at near 1,000 acres 
by Monday morning. The For-
est Service was still working to 
establish an accurate estimate of the 
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Bagnal 
Fire near 

Show Low 
sparked 
Friday
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