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Circle of friends
Pammy Crosby, leading her pony J.J., offered a ride to a happy passenger at 
the Campfire Circle dinner held last Friday as part of Pioneer Days in St. Johns.
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3-day forecast
Tuesday 84/59: Show-
ers and thunderstorms 
likely. Wind gusts as 
high as 23 mph.
Wednesday: 83/59:
Showers and thunderstorms likely.
Thursday 85/60: Showers and thun-
derstorms likely. Mostly cloudy.
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The Independent

NAVAJO COUNTY — Questions still remain about both the 2018 and the 2019 
broadband funding applications submitted by Navajo County. The requests for federal 

funding could help connect schools and libraries to high 
speed internet through a program known as E-Rate.

The 2018 funding request was massive: A $60 million 
bid by Red Rock Telecommunications was included in the 
application to the Universal Service Administrative Com-
pany (USAC). It would fund the installation of more than 
1,000 miles fiber and monthly recurring costs for services 
delivered for a 10-year term. The application, however, 
was made jointly with Gila County.

In sharp contrast, the 2019 Navajo County E-Rate/
USAC application is only $537,000 and includes an 
approved bid from ENA Technologies to connect a few 
schools and libraries. The ENA Technologies project is 
far less comprehensive in scope, and leaves out some 
of the schools and libraries in the Navajo-Gila County 
project.

However, there remains a strand of “dangling fiber,” if 
you will.

To date, Navajo County says that the 2018 funding 
request remains in limbo — it has not yet been funded by 
USAC. And a shadow has been cast across the huge proj-
ect by an investigation into allegations of bid rigging by 
the county attorney and a formal protest against the 2018 
application by Sparklight (Cable One).

$60M award to 
Red Rock still under 

investigation
Navajo County Attorney waiting for answers

“We will not know 
whether any civil/
criminal charges 
should even be 
considered until Mr. 
Sobraske has submit-
ted his report and we 
know whether he has 
determined wheth-
er or not there was 
any wrongdoing, the 
exact nature of any 
wrongdoing, and the 
evidence supporting 
his conclusions.”

Jason S. Moore
Navajo Deputy County Attorney

BY Peter aLeShire
Special to the Independent

NAVAJO COUNTY — Na-
vajo County’s going slowly, 
steadily broke.

The number of employees 
has dwindled 16 percent, its 
vehicle fleet is breaking down, 
it has to skimp on road mainte-
nance. Last year, the county ran 
so short of money it abandoned 
the county attorney’s effort to 
help spouses collect child sup-

port from deadbeat parents.
During the recession, the 

county lost millions of dollars 
in tax revenue, compounded 
by the shift of millions in state 
responsibilities to the county. 
This forced the county to cut 
its $43-million general fund to 
the bone, according to Assistant 
County Manager Bryan Layton.

So how would creating a jail 
district funded by one-third of 
a cent increase in the sales tax 
help avert the need to cut staff 

by another 20 percent?
After all, we definitely don’t 

need more jails.
So how will a jail district 

help?
It just don’t seem logical.
That’s pretty much what vot-

ers concluded last year when 
they rejected the whole confus-
ing idea by about 162 votes.

In truth, Navajo County’s 
jail district finagle represented 
a creative solution to a looming 
problem – which required no 

less than a special state law to 
make possible.

Voters will get a chance to 
vote again on Proposition 421 
in a couple of weeks. The mea-
sure will form a jail district, 
raise the sales tax and bring in 
about $3.5 million annually.

However, thanks to a state 
law that basically applies only 
to Navajo County, about $2.5 
million of that new money will 

PROP. 421 

A jail tax that’s not exactly about jails

BY Mike Leiby
The Independent

HOLBROOK — Christopher 
Talley, one of the suspects involved 
in events that led to the Nov. 8, 
2016, murder of Show Low Police 
Officer Darrin Reed, will spend the 
next 12 and a half years in prison 
disallowing early release.

Talley, 43, was sentenced to 15 
years in the Arizona Department 
of Corrections 
on Thursday, 
July 18 by 
Navajo County 
Superior Court 
Judge Dale P. 
Nielson.

The full sen-
tence consists 
of two 15-year 
terms and one 
for 8 years, all 
to run concur-
rently, or at the 
same time.

He is given credit for 982 days 
already served, or two and a half 
years, reducing the time he will 
spend behind bars to another 12 and 
a half years.

Nielson heard from Chance 
Reed, Darrin’s son, Darrin’s daugh-
ter Cheryl Dixon, who spoke to the 
court via letter, and Cathy Reed, 
Darrins wife.

Show Low Police Chief Joe 
Shelley, clearly fighting back emo-
tion and tears, said he not only lost 
a friend, but a good officer and a 
compassionate human being, as did 
the entire community.

He said he can forgive in time, 
but he cannot forget what happened 
that day and that a family was torn 
asunder along with a community. 
Many in the community knew Dar-
rin and many were helped by him 
in his role as a police officer.

According to Cathy Reed, Talley 
himself was once given a second 
chance by her husband acting as a 
police officer.

Police chief, son of 
victim speak out

Shelley said Nov. 8, 2016 seemed 
like any other day.

But, he said, it will now be a day 
he will never forget.

He said Daniel Erickson, the man 
who pulled the trigger killing Reed, 
shot in the direction of himself and 
Cmdr. Jeff McNeil before he shot 
and killed Reed and then ran away.

He said Darrin was the kind of 
officer who took his responsibilities 
as a police officer very seriously 
noting that if called upon, he would 
even have protected Talley.

“You took away a person who 
made a difference,” Shelley said to 
Talley who sat next to his attorney 

stoically. “This brought a dark cloud 
over the community that day it 
happened.” Shelley added the loss of 
Reed was something “insurmount-
able” adding that Reed was looking 
forward to retiring just four months 
from the day he was gunned down.

Talley’s actions, Shelley said, 
helped lead to the loss of a friend, a 
brother, a father and a compassion-
ate human being who went out of 
his way to help others.

Chance spoke next telling the 
judge that unlike some want to 
believe, involvement in illegal drug 
use is not a victimless crime.

“Just look around you at all the 
people here in this courtroom,” he 
said directing his words at Talley. 
“They are all here because of you. 
I would not have had to go to the 
hospital that day if not for you.”

Chance said now he will never 
get to “switch” places with his father 
and have his father see him become 
a police officer.

They were just getting started on 
the next chapter of their lives, he 
said, when Erickson, Talley and the 
others involved in the events of Nov. 
8, 2016, took it all away from him 
and his family.

He said it has been a continuous 
two and half years of pain since the 
murder of his father and that he will 

Laura Singleton/
The Independent

A couple swings 
through the 
dance floor 
during the 71st 
annual White 
Mountain Rim 
Rompers Cool 
Mountain Fling 
square and 
round dance 
festival held 
July 18-21. 
See additional 
photos of this 
event and other 
weekend events 
on Page 2.

Dancers 
delight

Talley gets 12 1/2 years for 
involvement in Reed murder

Officer Darrin 
Reed

See RED ROCK, Page 7
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