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Some vehicle prototypes. All models shown with options. Extra-cost color shown. Dealer charges are extra and not included in advertised price. Does not include College Grad or Military Rebate. Offers end 8/3/20. 1On approved credit from Toyota Financial Services. 0% APR
financing for 36 months with $27.78 per $1,000 borrowed. Annual Percentage Rate available to buyers with approved Tier 1+ through Tier 1 (excellent) credit. On approved credit from Toyota Financial Services. 2On approved credit from Toyota Financial Services.
0% APR financing for 60 months with $16.67 per $1,000 borrowed. Annual Percentage Rate available to buyers with approved Tier 1+ through Tier 1 (excellent) credit. On approved credit from
Toyota Financial Services. 3Based on manufacturer estimates, CY 2003-2019 sales, includes Camry Solara. †Cash Back offers provided by Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc. to eligible customers who
finance a new, unused or unlicensed 2020 Corolla Hybrid (Includes Corolla Hatchback. Excludes Corolla gas sedan), 2020 Camry Hybrid (Excludes gas models), 2020 Prius AWD (Excludes Prius

Prime), 2020 RAV4 Hybrid (Includes gas models), 2020 Highlander Highlander (Includes gas models) and 2020 4Runner (Excludes TRD Pro). Cash Back
offers must be applied to transaction. No cash payment will be made to consumer. See participating dealer for details. All offers subject to approved
credit, see dealer for more information on offers.  Offers good in Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada, Utah and Wyoming.TOYOTA.COM

Get 0% Financing on
Many of Your Favorite Toyota Models!

DEAR SUMMER...

ALL-NEW 2020
HIGHLANDER HYBRID

NEW 2020
COROLLA HYBRID

NEW 2020
4RUNNER

$1,500
CASH BACK†

(Excludes TRD Pro)

NEW 2020
RAV4 HYBRID

$1,000
CASH BACK†

(Includes Gas models)

with $27.78 per
$1,000 borrowed 1 

(Includes Hatchback,
Excludes Gas model Sedan)

0%
APR

FINANCING
FOR 36 MONTHS

$1,500
CASH BACK†

(Includes Corolla
Hatchback,

Excludes Gas model
Sedan)

OR
$1,500

CASH BACK†

(Excludes Camry
Gas models)

OR

with $16.67 per
$1,000 borrowed 2 

(Excludes Camry Gas models)

0%
APR

FINANCING
FOR 60 MONTHS

$1,000
CASH BACK†

(Includes Gas models)

NEW 2020
CAMRY AWD

NEW 2020
CAMRY HYBRID

$1,250
CASH BACK†

(Excludes Hybrid models)

$1,000
CASH BACK†

(Excludes Prius Prime)

OR

with $16.67 per
$1,000 borrowed 2

(Excludes Prius Prime)

0%
APR

FINANCING
FOR 60 MONTHS

NEW 2020
PRIUS AWD-e

The Best-Selling
Car in America3

for 18 years,
Camry - NOW with

Available
ALL-WHEEL DRIVE!
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CALL (928) 537.5755 OR (877) 537.5755
Hatchtoyota.com

1051 North Automall Parkway
at the Northern Arizona Automall in Show Low

1051 North Automall Parkway

NEW 2020 4RUNNER

* Subject to credit approval for well qualifi ed buyers.

$1,500
CASH BACK*

Get 0% Financing on
Many of Your Favorite Toyota Models!*

Contact Hatch Toyota for more information.

(Excludes TRD Pro)

USPS Publication 027-520 © 2020  White Mountain Publishing LLC.

VOLUME 112  NUMBER 61

(928) 537-5721

3-day forecast
Today: Sunny, high 
of 94,  Windy, Low 
63.
Saturday: 20% 
chance of showers, 
high 91. Low of 64.
Sunday: 20% chance of    
showers, high 90. Low of 63.
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BY Mike Leiby
Special to the Independent

TAYLOR — A man armed 
with a 9 mm pistol 
held Walmart employ-
ees at gunpoint in the 
early morning hours 
of Monday, July 27 
until Snowflake-Tay-
lor Police negotiators 
were able to take him 
into custody.

A press release 
from STPD Chief 
Bobby Martin stated 
that Solomon Domin-
guez, 52, of Con-
cho, was taken into 
custody at 6:57 a.m. 
by a Special Response 
Team (SRT) after 
store employees took 
away his pistol that he 
left on a counter.

Dominguez will initially be 
charged with several counts of 
aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon, kidnapping, disorderly 
conduct with a firearm, dis-
charging a firearm at a structure, 
burglary and possible additional 
charges, according to Martin.

Dominguez was taken to 
Summit Healthcare after arrest 
for minor injuries he received 
during arrest.

No Walmart em-
ployees were injured 
during the incident.

Dominguez entered 
the store around 
4:48 a.m. through the 
garden center before 
business hours as 
employees prepared 
to reopen the store.

Martin said they 
got two 911 calls 
from frightened em-
ployees, the second 
one reporting that 
they heard a gunshot 
outside the store 
before Dominguez 
entered brandish-

ing the pistol and pointing it at 
employees.

Martin said when officers 
arrived on-scene they secured the 
building and then began phone 
negotiations with Dominguez 
to bring the situation to a cl ose 

Walmart employees held at gunpoint
Suspect arrested week before for firing gun at Country Store

Courtesy photo
Members of the Navajo County Sheriff’s Office, Department of Public Safety and the White 
Mountain Special Response Team stand at the scene at the Taylor Walmart where a suspect 
allegedly threatened employees with a firearm.

Courtesy of NCSO
Solomon 

Dominguez

See SHOTS, Page A7

BY RT Lynch
The Independent

PHOENIX—
Alpine property 
owner and con-
victed tax evader 
Kevin Scott Wynn 
did not appear at 
his sentencing on 
Monday in the U.S. 
District Court of 
Arizona.

The hearing was the 
third time his sentencing 
had been re-set after a 
jury found him guilty of 
tax-related charges on Dec. 
6, 2019. In a July 20 filing 

with the court, the U.S. 
Attorney for the District 
of Arizona reported that 
Wynn cut off his ankle 
bracelet monitoring device 

and withdrew 
$1.25 million from 
his business bank 
account.

The jury con-
victed Wynn of 
one count of tax 
evasion, a felony, 
and three counts of 
failing to a file tax 
return, all misde-
meanors. The in-

dictment charged that 
“Starting in 1995, Kevin 
Scott Wynn determined to 
no longer file personal in-
come taxes, or to pay  taxes 

BY LauRa SingLeTon
The Independent

SHOW LOW – The 
rodeo stands and livestock 
chutes will be empty this 
year.

The Deuces Wild Rodeo 
at Culver’s Village Arena 
in Show Low, originally 
scheduled for the 4th of 
July, has been officially 
cancelled for 2020. This 
summer will be without 
cowboys, cowgirls and all 
that goes along with the 
small-town rodeo.

Sanctioned by the Grand 
Canyon Professional Ro-
deo Association (GCPRA), 
the Deuces Wild Rodeo 
brings in professional 
rodeo competitors from 
across Arizona, as well as 

California, Colorado, New 
Mexico and even Nevada.

Over 300 contestants 
participate each year, draw-
ing anywhere from 2,500 
to 3,000 spectators to the 
grounds in a single day.

“The stands are always 
packed and usually become 
standing room only,” 
said Deuces Wild Rodeo 
Committee board president 
Sandy Morgan.

The 12-person Deuces 
Wild Rodeo Committee    
had voted to move the ro-
deo forward to September 
until concerns about large 
crowds and the possibility 
of spreading coronavirus 
forced complete cancel-
ation.

BY LauRa SingLeTon
The Independent

HOLBROOK — The 
Apache and Navajo County 
Fair boards both made tough 
calls on Wednesday, voting to 
cancel the annual events sched-
uled for September 9-12 in St. 
Johns and September 16-19 in 
Holbrook, respectively.

This year would have been 
the 78th annual Apache County 
Fair and the 89th annual Na-
vajo County Fair. In previous 
years, more than 25,000 people 
of all ages attend each day of 
the four-day event.

Both fair boards said it was 
a difficult decision to cancel 
the signature events. In the 
interest of public safety, fair 
organizers felt this was the best 
decision.

“It is with heavy hearts, and 
after many emotional discus-
sions, that we have decided 
to cancel the Apache County 

Fair in September 2020,” 
states a press release issued on 
Wednesday by Josh and Annie 
Anderson on behalf of all the 
fair managers and organizers.

“When the carnival can-
celled on July 15, we had to 
consider the overall impact to 
the Fair,” Navajo County Fair, 
Inc. Board President Mike 
Sample. “Then we met with 
Navajo County officials who 
preferred we not move forward 
with the event.”

“Losing the carnival was a 
big aspect but we took every-
thing into consideration and 
the safety of the community 
is the absolute priority,” said 
Sample.

The silver lining
The Apache and Navajo 

County Jr. Livestock Shows 
and Auctions will take place. 
The Future Farmers of Amer-
ica (FFA) and 4-H youth have 

BY PeTeR aLeShiRe
Special to The Independent

 HOLBROOK—  The 
plague?

Really?
Like the Black Death?
Now? On top of every-

thing else?
Well, yes. Navajo 

County last week did an-
nounce the discovery of a 
single case of the bubonic 
plague, the bacteria that 
killed half of the popula-

tion of Europe between 
1346 and 1353.

But it’s not as bad as it 
sounds.

Honest.
Thank goodness for 

antibiotics, which have 
turned a gruesome death 
sentence into a painful but 
manageable disease — at 
least in the United States 
where people can readily 
get antibiotic therapy for 
the bacteria injected by 
fleas who feed on people 
after feeding on plague-in-
fected rodents.

The plague continues 
to perk along in Arizona 
and New Mexico, liv-
ing in pack rats, ground 
squirrels, gophers, rats 

and other furry critters. 
Now and then, it spreads 
to humans with some help 
from fleas.

Navajo County warned 
people not to handle 
rodents — even when 
they’re dead. The fleas on 
the body can easily hop 
to humans and spread the 
plague.

In this case, doctors 
discovered the infection 
in a 55 year-old man 
living in Navajo County 
— although they’re not 
saying just where he lives. 
Experts from the Pathogen 
& Microbiome Institute 
at Northern Arizona 
University are working 
with county public health 

officials to figure out how 
the man got infected. So 
far, they’ve found no other 
infections, according to 
assistant county manager 
Bryan Layton.

“They are pursuing all 
avenues to discover where 
it originated. Plague in 
burrowing animals was 
identified in the county 
in August of 2017, but 
we don’t have records of 
another human infection 
in recent history. Whether 
or not an individual is test-
ed for the plague would 
depend on the individual 
assessment of their physi-
cian,” Layton said.

Deuces Wild 
Rodeo cancelled

See DEUCES WILD, Page A7

Wynn MIA 
at sentencing

Cut off ankle 
bracelet, withdrew 

$1.25 million

Kevin Scott 
Wynn

See ON THE RUN, Page A7

One case of bubonic plague 
in Navajo County 

Disease 
transmitted by 

rodents and fleas 
they carry 

See PLAGUE, Page A7

Apache, Navajo County Fairs canceled

File photo
Kiley and Riley Reidhead bring their goats 
before Judge Aaron Prater in the Round Rob-
in Showmanship class at the Youth Livestock 
Show at a previous years’ Navajo County Fair. See FAIRS, Page A12


