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Today: Sunny, with a high near 61. 
Calm wind becoming west 5 to 7 

mph in the morning.
Tonight: Low 28. 

BY Jim Headley
Editor

LAKESIDE — After Julie 
Bell endured a week of her father 
being hospitalized, she now says 
he was not properly fed while 
being housed at The Haven of 
Lakeside Skilled Care and Rehab 
Facility over Thanksgiving 
weekend.

Bell’s father, 87-year-old 
Thomas E. King, suffered severe 
internal bleeding on Saturday, 
Nov. 20, and drove himself to 
the hospital. He was admitted 
as a patient and it took doctors 
six days to figure out what was 
causing the internal bleeding, 
according to Bell.

Bell, who lives in the Phoenix 
area, came to Show Low to help 
care for her father.

“He had been in the hospital 
for six consecutive days without 
being bathed. This was mostly 
due to his inability to move, 

stand or walk on his own. He 
lost strength and muscle tone 
in both legs, ankles, hands, and 
shoulders. Initially, he was diag-
nosed with internal bleeding in 
his small intestines. He had lost 
2/3rds of his blood,” she wrote 
in a letter to the White Mountain 
Independent.

After five days in the hospital, 
doctors determined what was 
happening inside his digestive 
tract, according to Bell.

“Finally, on Thursday, Nov. 
25, he had a procedure, upper GI 
endoscopy, very successfully dis-
covered ulceration in his stomach 
and not in his small intestines. 
The next day, he was released 
to The Haven of Lakeside for 
physical therapy to strengthen his 
arms and legs,” she wrote.

According to his daughter, 
King was discharged and trans-
ferred to The Haven of Lakeside 
Skilled Care and Rehab Facility 
on Friday, Nov. 26, at 4 p.m. 
He had still not received a bath, 
according to Bell.

“I was told upon arrival, 

my father would be bathed on 
Saturday, Nov. 27, 2021, the next 
morning. This never has taken 
place up to the composing of this 
letter (sent Sunday Nov. 28),” 
she wrote.

This is where Bell describes 
an even more disturbing incident.

“On Saturday, Nov 27, while 
in the Haven of Lakeside the 
nursing staff were going up and 
down the hall delivering dinner 

to the five patients on his wing. 
One attendant stuck his head into 
my father’s room and told us 
they ran out of food and needed 

Woman claims Haven of Lakeside ran out of food
Over Thanksgiving 

weekend

File Photo
Julie Bell told the White Mountain Independent that the home caring for her father ran out of food 
over the Thanksgiving holiday weekend. She said a delivery of food was missed at the home and 
staff served residents potato salad on bread and potato chips for dinner.

BY RT lyncH
Justice Reporter

GLOBE — Last Mon-
day marked two years 
since the drowning deaths 
of three children who were 
allegedly swept out of a 
vehicle in Tonto Creek, 
and the beginning of crim-
inal charges against local 
contractor Daniel Rawl-
ings and his wife, Lacey 
Rawlings.

Daniel is charged with 
three counts of manslaugh-
ter (he was allegedly driv-
ing the vehicle) both the 
Rawlingses were charged 
with seven counts of child 
abuse for allegedly “caus-
ing or permitting” a child 
to be endangered. The 
Rawlingses are presumed 
by law to be innocent.

The case was scheduled 
to go to a jury on Jan. 4, 
2022 in the Gila County 

Superior Court in Globe, 
Judge Timothy M. Wright 
presiding, but the trial has 
once again been resched-
uled. Whether the delay 
was the result of a flurry 
of new motions or the fact 
that Judge Wright’s home 
reportedly burned down 
during the summer’s wild-
fires, is unknown.

As the trial date ap-
proached, the volume and 

tone of the litigation rose 
as well. The latest fight 
concerned what a jury 
will be allowed to hear 
regarding how drivers have 
treated “road closed” signs 
that periodically appeared 
at the Bar X crossing of 
Tonto Creek; that is, before 
the State of Arizona, using 
a $21 million federal grant, 
built a bridge over the 
creek.

That location is where 
seven children (Rawlings’ 
own and nieces and neph-
ews) and the Rawlingses 
themselves were swept out 
of a large military style 
vehicle, called a “unimog” 
by some and called a Stew-
art & Stephenson military 
truck by others. Regardless 
of what it is called, it is 

BY Becky knapp
Staff Writer

SNOWFLAKE — The 
Silver Creek Senior Cen-
ter in Snowflake suffered 
major damage over the 
Thanksgiving weekend 
when one of the water 
pipes in the ceiling broke.

“We believe one of 
the pipes to the swamp 
cooler froze,” said Faith 
Trembley, director of the 
center. “It split the copper 
tubing, and the ceiling in 
the kitchen and part of the 
dining room caved in.”

Daily meals at the cen-
ter are shut down for now, 
although the center is still 
preparing meals for Meals 
on Wheels and Head Start, 
courtesy of Our Lady 
of the Snow Catholic 
Church, which has opened 
its kitchen to the center for 
meal preparation.

“We do want to give 
special thanks to the 
church for coming along 
beside us and helping us 
out,” Trembley said. “We 

couldn’t do it without 
them.”

On average, about 25 
people come to the center 
on a daily basis for their 
meals, she said — but 
there’s no telling, at this 
time, how long the dining 
area will be closed.

“We’ve already got Re-
store Pro in to clean it up 
and fix it,” Trembley said. 
“But we could be down up 
to two months. We don’t 
know right now what kind 
of electrical damage we 
have. It’s major.”

Trembley wants the 
public to know that the 
thrift store is still open, 
and the food bank is open.

“We definitely want 
people to still come in and 
visit the thrift store, as it 
supports us,” she said.

Becky Knapp is a lifelong 
journalist who has worked 
at newspapers in Pennsyl-
vania, South Carolina and 
Florida. Reach the report-

er at bknapp@wmicentral.
com

Silver Creek Senior 
Center closed due to 

water damage 

BY BaRBaRa BRuce
Staff Writer

SNOWFLAKE — Most 
families have holiday 
traditions. Kimberly Scott, 
a fifth-grade school teacher 
in Snowflake, carries on 
a family tradition with 
her daughters which was 
started by her own mother, 
Annalee Bunch, 52 years 
ago — spreading holiday 
cheer by painting business-
es’ windows.

Scott started painting 
with her mother around 
the age of 10 and has not 
missed a Christmas paint-
ing since she was 12 years 
old. She had six other sib-
lings and they also painted. 
Scott passed the tradition 
on to her own daughters 
who are now grown, yet 

take leave from their jobs 
each year to participate in 
this generational tradition.

Bunch taught art and 
was a professor at North-
land Pioneer College. She 
started painting windows 
around the age of 24 and 
taught her own mother, 
Genevieve Smith in Las 
Vegas, Nevada how to 
paint the windows, too. 
Bunch still does window 
painting in St. George, 
Utah at age 76. Smith died 
at age 94.

Usually, Thanksgiving 
weekend ushers in paint 
season for Scott and her 
girls, Matti and Skylee. 
They paint all over the 
White Mountains, Flag-
staff, and Gallup, N.M. 
This year, Snowflake 
schools were off the entire 

week of Thanksgiving 
rather than just two days, 
so Scott and her daughters 
began early.

Having attended school 
in Flagstaff, Scott still has 
clients she amassed while 
a student. The biggest win-
dow they paint is theTwin 
Arrows Navajo Casino 
Resort, outside and inside 
the banquet rooms.

Armed with special 
paint which they order 
from California at the end 
of their holiday painting 
season, along with craft 
sponge brushes — prefer-
ably ones made in the U.S. 
which are the best; detail 
artist brushes — dollar 
gloves (which only last 
through three or four jobs 
due to paint freezing on 
the gloves) and the car 

running with the heater 
on for periodic warm ups, 
they “splash and dash,” so 

the daughters call it, from 
window to window.

The team generally 

works from about 9 a.m. 

Two years on since 
Tonto Creek tragedy

Rawlingses go to 
trial in March 

Submitted
The Rawlings’ 18,000-pound military truck was pulled from Tonto Creek on Nov. 
29, 2019.

Family celebrates by painting holiday windows

Courtesy photo
Kim Scott and two of her daughters’ art work is painting from window to window, 
all over the White Mountains and in Flagstaff, where she has retained clients 
from her college days at NAU.
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