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SHOW LOW — Play-
ground have become sophis-
ticated. A triangle frame with 
three swings, a ladder slide 
and a teeter totter is a relic.

Playground projects have 
become all the rage and, if you 
have the funding or can raise 
the money, the sky is the limit.

As playground equipment 
has expanded, a desire has 
grown to create play areas 
for children of all abilities. 
Such designs are referred to as 
inclusive playgrounds.

The Show Low Community 
Services Department, respon-
sible for the public library, 

parks and recreation recently 
unveiled a plan to involve the 
community in the construction 
of an inclusive playground and 
splash pad at Frontier Park 
located at 660 N. 9th Place.

The total playground area 
is expected to be 8,300 square 
feet – 1,500 of which will 
be dedicated to a splash pad. 
Parking 
will also be 
increased by 
164 spaces 
to accom-
modate the 
new facility 
which will be 
maintained 
by the city.

Commu-
nity Services 
Director Jay 
Brimhall will 
spearhead the 
committee 
and already has a $200,000 
commitment from the City 
of Show Low administration 
which will go towards the es-
timated $850,000 playground 
price tag.

During a November 20 
meeting, representatives from 
Unlimited Play and Little 

Tikes provided a detailed 
vision, theme, layout and play-
ground amenity list.

Unlimited Play describes 
themselves an “award winning 
nonprofit organization that 
“builds universally inclusive 
playgrounds to promote health 
and wellness and change com-
munities by providing freedom 

of play for 
ALL children.”

A slide 
show, brochure 
and personal 
testimonials 
from company 
representatives, 
specifics were 
provided by 
Unlimited Play 
Executive Pres-
ident Natalie 
Mackay and 
Project Manag-
er Jim Volmer.

Mackay and Volmer de-
scribed how inclusive play-
ground equipment is different 
by sharing at least eight play-
ground characteristics deemed 
important.

Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) approved ramps 
and entryways onto the play 

surface. Wheelchair accessibil-
ity and safety is built into the 
framework of the entire play-
ground. Using “safe, smooth, 
spongy surfacing” instead of 
peat gravel or wood chips is a 
requirement.

The playground design 
should also “promote indepen-
dent and integrative play,” says 
Mackay. Appropriate fencing 
will also be built around the 
area.

Equipment that uses “active 
motion” to offer the “thrill of 
swinging, spinning, climbing 
and building friendships” is 
incorporated as well as “social 
inclusion”.

The play features are built 
in such a way that children 
or adults with disabilities can 
play with their peers. Transfer 
stations (for wheelchairs), spe-
cialized seating and handholds, 
high back swings, saucer 
swings, musical elements 
and educational play panels 
are included. Meeting areas 
that have shade structures are 
also typical of Unlimited Play 
designs.
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3-day forecast
Today: 53/32. Partly sunny, 
calm wind with a 20% 
chance of rain in the evening, 
show showers after 11 p.m. 
Wednesday: 49/34. A chance 
of rain and snow showers and breezy.
Thursday: 46/27. Chance of rain and 
show showers.
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5th annual Empty Bowls 
event raises $1,620 for 

The Love Kitchen, 
see Page 11

Inside today 

BY Laura SingLeton
The Independent

GILA COUNTY — There is a snowy 
stillness that has turned to an overwhelm-
ing sadness in the White Mountains as 
the search for 6-year-old Willa Rawlings 
continues in Tonto Basin along the banks 
of Tonto Creek.

There was no new information as the 
Independent went to press on Monday.

A community effort of prayer, hope and 
support is 
being offered 
in response for 
the Rawl-
ings family 
tragedy. At 
3 p.m. Sunday, 
close family 
friend Dawn 
Hall posted a 
prayer request 
via social me-
dia imploring 
“...everyone to 
kneel and pray 
for Willa to be 
found today... 
please join us 
as we kneel 
as family and 
friends. Please 
spread the 
word... They 
have found 
some clothing 
today; we 
know we are 
close. Mass 
prayer at 
3 p.m.”

Late Sun-
day afternoon, 
family mem-
bers con-
firmed that the 
clothing found 
by searchers 
belonged 
to the still 
missing girl. 
Multiple first responder agencies and vol-
unteers continued the search as long as was 
possible on Sunday night.

Willa is one of nine family members 
who were riding in the same vehicle. She, 
along with two other young children were 
swept downstream near the Bar X Crossing 
along Tonto Creek Friday, Nov. 29, ac-
cording to the Gila County Sheriff’s Office 
(GCSO).
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WHITE MOUNTAINS—Weekend snowfall varied 
widely in the White Mountains during the first major 
storm to hit the area this season. Ken Daniel of the 
National Weather Service office in Flagstaff reported to 
the Independent that Flagstaff received 16 inches while 
Holbrook reported only one inch of snow.

Show Low Regional Airport received between five 
to eight inches while Springerville Airport had two 

inches accumulate on the run-
way. Eight to 11 inches fell in 
Pinetop-Lakeside, according to 
Daniel. Concho was surprised 
with eight to 12 inches while 
St. John’s reported one to two 
inches. The Hon-Dah Resort 
tallied 8 to 10 inches while 

Sunrise Park Resort in Greer reported a whopping 29 
inches.

Roadside assistance calls were predictably high. One 
towing service from Show Low, which contracts with 
AAA, reported 27 calls for service on Saturday alone.

Reach the reporter at rlynch@wmicentral.com

Inclusive playground project requires funding

More Information
Unlimited Play is a 501©3 
non-profit organization 
that helps to plan, design 
and build fully accessible 
playgrounds that allow 
all children – regardless 
of their abilities – to play 
together.
Unlimited Play at https://
unlimitedplay.org/about/

playground for children 
of all abilities
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Friday’s snow storm caused issues for one of two semi trucks heading westbound on US60/Deuce of Clubs and 
Central getting up the icy hill. Show Low Police and Timber Mesa Fire & Medical District crews directed traffic around 
the trucks until the situation was remedied.

Semi in “slow mo”

White Mountain snowfalls varied
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Silence and peace envelope’s the LDS Church at north 11th St. in 
Show Low during Friday’s snowstorm.

Search 
for Willa 
continues 

with prayers, 
hope

Tragedy bands 
community together

Social media photo
Six year old Willa Raw-
lings was swept away 
in Tonto Creek Friday, 
Nov. 29 after the family’s 
vehicle took on water 
at the crossing. Multiple 
first responder agencies 
and volunteers from all 
over the state have been 
helping with the search 
in Tonto Basin. Willa is 
the third missing child. 
The bodies of 5-year old 
Colby and Austin, also 
5, were found Saturday, 
Nov. 30. The other six 
family members in the 
vehicle survived.
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