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A team roping heeler (left) aims for the hind legs of a roped steer during Cowboy Christmas 
in July at Linden Valley Arena on July 4. Team ropers by the hundreds, from all across the 
Southwest, are expected at LVA July 31 through Aug. 2 for the Ariat World Series Team Roping 
Qualifier, featuring 11 team roping events over the three days.

SPORTS

Dr. Lynn Gabe 
Optometrist

Your Family Eye Doctor for Over 40 years

(928) 537-5565
www.drgabeod.com

280 N. White Mountain Rd • Show Low 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8-5

SNEAK THIEF OF SIGHT
   Did you know that 
glaucoma is the second 
leading cause of blindness 
in the U.S.? Approximately 
one out of two hundred 
Americans over forty have 
this condition. What’s 
even worse is the larges 
numbers of American 
have glaucoma and don’t 
even know it. Just what is 
glaucoma? 
   To understand glau-
coma, first realize that the 
eye produces and disposes 
of an equal amount of in-
ternal fluid each day. With 
the most common type of 
glaucoma, the amount of 
fluid produced is greater 
than the amount disposed, 
causing excessive pressure 

within the eye. Simply put, 
most glaucoma occurs 
when pressure becomes 
excessive for the individual 
eye. 
   There are usually no 
symptoms with most types 
of glaucoma making this 
eye disease particularly 
dangerous. A gradual loss 
of peripheral or central 
vision can occur. Fortu-
nately, glaucoma is usually 
treated with newer drugs 
or surgery. Checking for 
glaucoma in now part of a 
routine eye exam. Experts 
agree that regular eye 
examinations by an optom-
etrist are critical to check 
for this eye condition. See 
your eye doctor today. 

NO COST WEATHERIZATION
LOW TO MODERATE INCOME HOUSEHOLDS

THIS INCLUDES RENTALS

NACOG is working to provide cost effective, energy saving weath-
erization services to low to moderate income families throughout

Apache, Coconino, Navajo & Yavapai Counties 
in order to reduce their utility bills and carbon foot print.

PLEASE CONTACT OUR OFFICE FOR AN APPLICATION BY CALLING   

WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE 

3111 N. Caden CT. Suite 100
FLAGSTAFF, AZ. 86004

928-774-3759
For more information visit our website at nacog.org

Printable version of application is available on our website

Parkey claimed the na-
tional championship in the 
women’s mile run at the 
D2 Indoor Track and Field 
National Championship at 
the Reggie Lewis Center 
in Boston, Mass. on March 
11, 2000.

Later in the spring of 
2000, Parkey was se-
lected as the Track and 
Field Nominee for the 
Honda Awards Division II 
Collegiate Woman Athlete 
of the Year Award for the 
1999-2000 academic year 
nationally.

Parkey was also the 
Rocky Mountain Athletic 
Conference Outdoor Track 
and Field Championships 
Female Athlete of the Meet 
that year.

Parkey, a 1996 Round 
Valley graduate, went on to 
win six national champi-
onships at ASC. She was 
named the National Cross 

Country Athlete of the Year 
in 2000, and was named 
Colorado’s NCAA Woman 
of the Year in 2001. An 
assistant coach at ASC in 
2001 and ’02, she became 
the first athlete from ASC 
to be inducted in the 
NCAA Division II Track 
and Field Hall of Fame in 
May of 2006.

Bosen, who compet-
ed at ASC from 1997 to 
2002, won three individual 
national titles, all in 1999, 
and 10 individual RMAC 
championships. Her 
outdoor 5K record time of 
17:03.9 at the ’99 RMAC 
Championships still stands.

Parkey was inducted 
into the Adams State 
University Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 2006. Bosen was 
inducted into the Hall of 
Fame in 2011.

Kim Bosen and triplet 
sisters Madlyn and Tonya, 
graduated from RVHS in 
1997. Madlyn and Tonya 
were also distance runners 
in college.

“We’ll minimize use of the 
locker rooms. Players will come 
from home dressed out. They 
will have to bring their own wa-
ter and masks,” London said.

Normally, teams would be 
beginning practice about now, 
with games usually starting about 
three weeks from now.

Blue Ridge was scheduled to 
open the season in Lakeside on 
Aug. 21 against 3A East oppo-
nent Winslow, but that game will 
have to be moved back to a later 
date. Blue Ridge was to travel to 

Page on Aug. 29 but that game 
probably won’t happen.

“After we get the surveys back 
to the AIA, we have to re-calcu-
late the start date, then eliminate 
the (schools) that have cancelled, 
and redo all of the schedules,” 
London said. “We’ll know more 
by the end of next week.”

St. Johns’ schedules will also 
change — with many region op-
ponents having already canceled 
fall sports, the football team will 
move to a different region.

“The first varsity (football) 
game will be Sept. 11, if Aug. 17 
stands as the first day of school,” 
London said. “My question is, 
are we going to have enough 
players and coaches to have a 
team? It’s weird.”

The Adams State cross country program unseated Cal 
Poly, which had won a record 10 straight national titles 
(1982-1991), atop NCAA Division II by winning the 
national championship in 1992. The Grizzlies also won 
the next seven (1992-1999) years for eight titles in a row, 
a feat matched a year later by Abilene Christian (Texas) 
which won indoor track and field national titles from 
1993 to 2000.

Saint Augustine’s (North Carolina) has the most 
NCAA DII championships amongst active DII programs 
with 39. The Falcons have done so behind their track and 

field programs led by George Williams, who has brought 
all 39 titles to Saint Augustine’s. Sixteen of those titles 
have come in men’s outdoor track and field, making him 
tied for the ninth-most by a head coach across all NCAA 
divisions.

Adams State is right behind, winners of 37 national 
championships. Twenty-seven of those have come from 
head coach Damon Martin’s cross country teams. In fact, 
29 of their 37 national championships have come on the 
men’s and women’s cross country courses.

About Adams State University cross country, track and field

RUNNERS,   
from Page B1

Sarah Meyer (Parkey) career highlights at 
Adams State:

• 13-time All-American and 6-time National Cham-
pion

• Led ASC to three straight NCAA II cross country 
titles from 1997-99

• Leading member of the 1999 low-point (23) 
record-setting team

• National Cross Country Athlete of the Year in 
2000

• Named State of Colorado’s NCAA Woman of the 
Year in 2001

• Served as ASC assistant coach from 2001-02
• Became ASC’s first athlete to be inducted into the 

NCAA II Track and Field Hall of Fame in May 2006

Kim Bosen’s career highlights at
Adams State:

• 12-time All-American during 1997-02 distance 
running career

• Won 3 national individual titles, all in 1999
• 1999 NCAA Division II indoor 5K and outdoor 

5K and 10K champion
• Named as RMAC Honor Student-Athlete in 1999
• Crowned RMAC’s Athlete of the Year for 2000 

Indoor Track and Field Season
• Helped ASU win NCAA team titles in 1998 and 

1999
• Won 10 total individual RMAC crowns
• Still holds the RMAC Championship record for 

the outdoor 5K of 17:03.9, set in 1999

WORKOUTS,   
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BY Peter Aleshire
Special to The Independent

Congress last week 
approved a bill that will 
provide nearly $1 billion 
annually to maintain 
national parks and buy 
additional land to protect 
wildlife, scenery and natu-
ral resources.

Arizona Congressman 
Tom O’Halleran co-spon-
sored the Great American 
Outdoors Act and hailed 
its passage by a 310 to 107 
vote in the House. O’Hal-
leran’s a Democrat whose 
district includes Flagstaff, 
the Navajo and Hopi 
reservations and the White 
Mountains.

However, Republican 
Rep. Paul Gosar strongly 
opposed the legislation. 
His district includes much 
of western Arizona, the 
Verde Valley, Prescott and 
all of Rim Country.

The Great American 
Outdoors Act passed the 
U.S. Senate with an 73-25, 
bipartisan majority. The 
measure would automati-
cally set aside as much as 
$1.9 billion annually from 
oil and gas leases to pro-
tect natural resources and 
maintain national parks. 
The bill would require 
the federal government to 
spend at least half of the 
money to work on a $20 
billion backlog in deferred 
maintenance in places like 
the Grand Canyon. The bill 
would also allow the fed-
eral government to spend 
a portion of the money for 
additional land.

President Trump has 
promised to sign the mea-
sure if it makes it to his 
desk, even though recent 
budgets have slashed the 
money earmarked for 
maintenance of national 
parks and other federal 
lands.

Rep. O’Halleran last 
week said, “there is little 
more important than the 
protection of our most 
precious public lands and 
parks. Today, I was proud 
to join my colleages on 
both sides of the aisle in 
voting to safeguard our 
nation’s treasures, wildife 
habitats, waterways and 
the rich cultural heritage 
of many Native American 
tribes and make critical 

improvements in BIE 
schools.”

But Rep. Paul Go-
sar said the bill would 
squander money buying 
additional land to add to 
millions of acres the U.S. 
government has already 
failed to adequately man-
age or maintain.

The bill would earmark 
half of the money from oil 
and gas leases to a Resto-
ration Fund. Of that, 70% 
would go to the U.S. Park 
Service, 15% to the U.S. 
Forest Service, 5% to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, 5% to the Bureau 
of Land Management and 
5% to the Bureau of Indian 
Education. The bill would 
cap spending at $1.9 bil-
lion annually.

The bill would also 
make the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund a 
mandatory spending fund 
at $900 million annually, 
with 40% of the money 
earmarked for state and lo-
cal governments for parks 
and other conservation 
projects.

Among other amend-
ments, Gosar wanted to bar 
any fresh federal land pur-
chases in counties where 
the federal government al-
ready owns more than 50% 
of the land – which would 
include Gila, Apache and 
Navajo counties. The fed-
eral government could only 
add land to its holdings 
in such counties if it sells 

an equal amount of land it 
already holds in that same 
county.

The cattle industry, the 
National Counties Asso-
ciation and other groups 
have lined up against the 
expansion of federal lands.

In a release Rep. Gosar 
said, “I am categorically 
opposed to permanent 
funding and reauthoriza-
tion of the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund. This 
would take the program 
outside of congressional 
oversight and commit $900 
million a year to be used 
for reckless land buying. 
The communities I repre-
sent in Arizona are tired 
of Congress giving up its 
responsibilities, piling up 
trillions in debt for future 
generations and allowing 
the federal government to 
mismanage their land.”

On the other hand, Rep. 
O’Halleran said, “These 
parks, monuments and 
historic sites bring in 
billions for our state and 
local economies each year. 
Maintenance of public 
lands plays a critical role in 
the health of our wildlife, 
the preservation of Native 
American cultural sites, 
the mitigation of deadly 
wildfires and the strength 
of our economy. I’m proud 
to join my colleagues on 
this bill to permanently 
fund the LWCF and pre-
serve our public lands for 
generations to come.”

The Outdoor Industry 
Association has done an 
economic analysis suggest-
ing outdoor recreation in 
Arizona contributes $21 
billion to the economy 
annually and supports 
200,000 jobs.

For the past 20 years, 
Congress has annually 
earmarked only a fraction 
of the money originally 
intended for the fund – 
spending between $255 
million and $450 million in 
most years. The bill would 
basically double funding, 
with no need for an annual 
vote by Congress.

Polls suggest that per-
haps 75% of voters support 
increased funding for parks 
and national monuments, 
which studies show face as 
much as $20 billion in de-
ferred maintenance costs.

However, critics of the 
conservation fund like Go-
sar say it makes no sense 
for the federal government 
to buy additional wild 
lands when it can’t main-
tain its existing holdings.

A coalition of ranching 
groups made the same 
point in coming out against 
the permanent, automat-
ic extension of the fund, 
which Congress has fully 
funded only twice in the 
past several decades.

“If passed, the act 
sentences hundreds of 
millions of acres of Amer-
ican land and water to a 
poorly managed future. 

We do not believe that 
acquisition on this scale 
would be anything but an 
utter failure by Congress to 
perform its oversight role,” 
the National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association and the 
Public Lands Council said 
in a press release.

The National Asso-
ciation of Counties also 
wrote Gosar supporting 
the amendment requiring 
an acre-for-acre tradeoff 
whenever the federal gov-
ernment buys more land.

“Federal land ownership 
can create burdens for 
local governments, includ-
ing reduced property tax 
revenue from a decreased 
share of private land that in 
some cases are over 90% 
federally owned, which 
reduces their economic 
development potential and 
tax bases.”

A coalition of business 
groups in Arizona pushed 
for passage of the act to 
boost the economy through 
outdoor recreation.

“Arizona is the envy of 
the West, having world-
class outdoor recreation 
opportunities. The reality 
is that our state depends 
heavily on outdoor rec-
reation tourism and if we 
don’t stand up to protect 
this important econom-
ic asset, we could stand 
to lose access to these 
places from threats such as 
development, mining and 
underfunding,” said Scott 
Garlid, executive director 
of the Arizona Wildlife 
federation.

“We can’t have an 
outdoor recreation industry 
without protected federal 
public lands and that’s 
the bottom line,” said Ash 
Patel, CEO of Southwest 
Hospitality Management.”

Peter Aleshire covers county 
government and other topics 

for the Independent. He is the 
former editor of the Payson 

Roundup. Reach him at 
paleshire@payson.com

Congress passes bill to help manage federal land 
Outdoors


