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3-day weather  forecast
Tuesday: 89/62.A 30 percent chance of showers 
and thunderstorms after Noon, 
otherwise sunny.
Wednesday: 86/59. Showers and 
thunderstorms likely. Chance of 
precipitation is 60%. Wind gusts 
as high as 24 mph.
Thursday: 85/58. Showers and thunderstorms 
likley after noon. Partly sunny. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60%.
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BY Peter Aleshire
Special to the Independent

ARIZONA — The state 
may wind up this year with 
the driest monsoon on re-
cord, as wildfires continue 
to flare and smolder across 
the state.

Most of Arizona typi-
cally gets half of its annual 
rainfall during the three-
month monsoon season, 
which officially runs from 
June 15 to Sept. 30. But 
this year most of the state 
had gotten less than half a 
normal monsoon’s worth of 
rainfall.

After the first wet winter 
in years, the monsoon fizzle 
hasn’t yielded disaster. 
However, climate research-
ers from the University 
of Arizona and elsewhere 
warn that the monsoon 

State suffering historically dry monsoon
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… with far-reaching effects

will become increasingly 
erratic in coming years – 
rampaging and sputtering 
depending on the fitful 
gyrations of the jet stream 
as the planet warms.

This year, Flagstaff’s 

gotten two inches when it 
normally gets more than 
four inches. Phoenix has 
gotten about a third of an 
inch while it normally gets 
1.6 inches, Tucson has got-
ten 2.2 inches compared 

to the normal 3.6 inches, 
according to the National 
Weather Service.

As of Aug. 13, the 

A dog shares the love 
with a young Happy Tails 
volunteer at the Humane 
Society of the White 
Mountains benefit held 
Saturday. See additional 
photos of the event on 
Page 2.
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BY Peter Aleshire
Special to the Independent

NAVAJO & APACHE 
COUNTIES — Rural Ari-
zona counties are preparing 
for the apocalypse.

Well – providing they 
get the grant.

To be specific, Navajo 
County along with Apache 
and Gila counties are all 
lining up for state and 
federal money to plan a 
comprehensive response 
for the kind of pandemic 
that killed 50 million peo-
ple after World War I, as 
a virulent strain of the flu 
drifted across the world.

The Navajo County 
Board of Supervisors 
at its last meeting ap-
proved the application for 
a $250,000 grant from 
the State Department of 
Health Services and the 
federal Centers for Dis-
ease Control to establish a 
system to rapidly distribute 
antibiotics, vaccines and 
newly developed drugs 
in the event a pandemic 
rips through Arizona. The 
grant application will come 
before every county in the 
state in the next several 
months, courtesy of the 
Arizona Bureau of Public 
Health and Emergency 
Preparedness.

It sounds like science 
fiction spawned by a dark 
mind, but public health 
experts warn that the 
nation remains woefully 
unprepared for fast-spread-
ing, potentially incurable 
diseases. A recent case in 
point is Ebola, now once 
again rippling through the 
Congo. The fast-spread-
ing viral disease has a 65 
percent mortality rate. The 
Congo has had 10 out-
breaks in the past 40 years, 
with the most recent spread 
killing 1,800 people.

Most Americans think of 
the threat of such pan-
demics as a Third World 
problem, held at bay here 

by modern sanitation and 
healthcare systems.

However, the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation 
has been battling AIDS, 
malaria and other diseases 
for more than a decade 
through the world’s largest 
charity. At a conference, 

he recently warned that 
the world remains woeful-
ly unprepared for deadly 
viruses and bacteria incu-
bated by overcrowding, 
poor sanitation, overuse 
of antibiotics and global 
travel patterns.

Medical researchers 
have developed only a 
handful of effective vac-
cines against viral diseases. 
Tragically, many poor 
countries can’t afford the 
vaccinations and in many 
rich countries exaggerated 
fears of vaccine side-ef-
fects have left much of the 
world vulnerable to even 
well-known viral disease 
like measles.

The Navajo County 
Board of Supervisors at its 
last meeting approved the 

Counties not 
prepared for 

rising threat of 
viral pandemic

The flu pandemic of 1918
The history of the 1918 flu pandemic remains a 
haunting reminder of what can happen, despite 
a century of advances in battling bacteria and 
viruses. The flu virus in 1918 spread from birds to 
humans, which meant most humans didn’t have 
natural defenses against the bird-based strain. 
An estimated 500 million people were infected, 
about one third of the world’s population. The 
strain killed roughly 10 percent of those infected, 
especially those younger than five and older than 
65. The virus also had an unusually high mortality 
rate among those 20 to 40, a population normally 
resistant to fatal side effects from viral infections.
Medical experts are still not sure why that strain 
proved so lethal, although the lack of a vaccine 
or effective antibiotics coupled with the worldwide 
disruption of public health systems by World War I 
all likely played a role.

BY Mike leiby
Special to the Independent

TAYLOR — Biting into an ear of 
Taylor sweet corn is like biting into a 
really good apple.

Both are sweet and full of juice.
That is one of the things that makes 

the annual sweet corn festival so much 
fun and so popular far and wide.

It is put on by the town and the Snow-
flake-Taylor Chamber of Commerce.

Starting this weekend, Saturday, 
Aug. 31, the 2019 Taylor Sweet Corn 
Festival celebrates the town’s long 
time history of growing some of the 
best corn around.

The difference between regular corn 
and Taylor sweet corn is that most ears 
of corn are not typically eaten raw. Tay-
lor sweet corn is great raw or cooked.

One of the other things that makes 
the Sweet Corn Festival so great is 
the genuine hometown atmosphere 
Taylor exudes. Going through town a 
person will see many roadside stands 
with happy, genuinely friendly people 
selling sweet corn and other crafts and 
whatnot. It is truly a fun experience 
for all.

People start setting up their road-
side stands a day or two before the 
festival that gets going relatively 
early Saturday morning.

The first “official” activity on 
Saturday is at 8:30 a.m. with the Arts 

and Crafts Show. It runs until 4 p.m. 
and takes place at the Taylor Rodeo 
Grounds in the center of town.

All of the activities (unless other-
wise noted) are at the Rodeo Grounds 
at 202 E. Center St, according to event 
organizers.

At 10 a.m. is one of the big things 
in small towns — a parade down Main 
Street. This year’s theme is “You Are 
My Sunshine” and starts at 700 E. and 
Center Street, by the ballfield.

At 8 p.m. is another big attraction 
— especially with kids — a fireworks 
show.

For rodeo fans there are barrel races 
in the arena from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., and 
in a different area at noon (until fin-
ished) is a Corn Hole Tournament.

Call 928-243-1789 to register for the 
Corn Hole Tournament.

Then there are the lawnmower races 
at 3, 5, and 7 p.m., along with a Horse-
less Rodeo, a petting zoo and bounce 
houses for the kids.

And don’t forget there will be food 
vendors galore from 8:30 a.m.-8 p.m.

Those who want to be in the 
parade or apply to be a vendor need 
to call 928-536-4331 or stop by the 
Chamber office at 113 N. Main in 
Snowflake before Aug. 29 for the 
parade, and by Aug. 30 for a vendor 
application.

Reach the reporter at  
mleiby@wmicentral.com

Sweet Corn 
Festival starts Saturday

Did You Know?
The Sweet Corn Festival, 
now in its 33rd year, cele-
brates the harvest of Taylor 
farmers’ crop of sweet corn. 
Before sweet corn there 
was the pickle parade and 
a festival that celebrated 
cucumbers grown by Arnold 
Pickle & Olive Company, 
who occupied where Trap-
per’s parking lot is now. On 
the side of the building it 
said “A Pickle House since 
1905.” Arnold pickles were 
known all over Arizona, the 
cucumbers for those pickles 
were grown by Arizona 
farmers.
The cucumber business 
ended in 1960 and that 
ended the festival, but a 
festival was resurrected 
Labor Day weekend in 1984 
and it was the Sweet Corn 
Festival.
Most people in Show Low 
and Pinetop, and the sur-
rounding areas, have been 
accustomed to seeing farm 
trucks over the years with 
sweet corn on the side of 
the road. People would stop 
and get a sack full, but now 
they know where the Hatch 
Family Farm is, so they fol-
low the signs directly there, 
knowing they are getting 
really fresh corn right from 
the field.
Most people think this 
is the beginning of the 
sweet corn, but it is ac-
tually “almost” the end of 
the harvest. Beginning or 
end, however, if you have 
not had your portion for 
the summer, you know you 
have to get it at the festival.
(Information from Barbara 
Bruce’s story that ran Au-
gust of 2016).

Taylor

See PANDEMIC,    
Page 17

See DRY MONSOON, 
Page 17

Navajo County Board 
of Supervisors at 
its last meeting 
approved the devel-
opment of a Public 
Health Emergency 
Preparedness pro-
gram, to train county 
workers to receive, 
distribute and stock-
pile critical items – 
like vaccines, antibiot-
ics and other medica-
tions needed to cope 
with a pandemic or 
“outbreak event.”


