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Miss Teen goes to Marley Roybal
Proudly taking center stage after a night of interviews, talent and modeling competition at the 87th annual 
Navajo County Fair, the winners of their respective divisions for the Navajo County Junior Miss Pageant 
proudly faced the audience with their crowns, sashes, trophies and flowers. From left: The new Miss Teen 
Marley Roybal; Miss Junior Miss Isabel Bejarano; Miss Pre-Teen Jaycee Greer; Sweetheart Rylie Pat-
terson, and Princess Kennedy Greer. Miss Teen Marley Roybal was the recipient of an NPC /Two Year 
Scholarship and Miss Teen Alternate Katy Roszak (not pictured) received a $1,300 scholarship for two 
years. Special recognition was also given to Hailey Humes for both the Miss Congeniality and Princess 
Awards and Most Photogenic went to Adyson Kennedy. The 2019 Pageant was directed by Arcenia Pa-
checo and Cheyenne Gillespie and the Emcee was Nicole Guzman. Judges included Kiana Boyd, Tany 
Tafoya, Salli O’Hair, Malorie Saline and Barbara Bruce. Pageant tabulator was Gail Buonviri. The Navajo 
County Fair continues through Saturday in Holbrook.

BY Peter Aleshire
Special to the Independent

WHITE MOUNTAINS — Poor little Nell is tied to the 
railroad tracks and the wildfire freight train is barreling 
down on her, spewing sparks out the stack.

Looks hopeless.
But is that Dudley Do Right, riding to the rescue? 
Oh, wait – that’s the Salt River Project – deter-

mined to save faltering forest thinning efforts in 
Arizona, even if it means paying a little more for 
electricity.

At least, Bruce Hallin, SRP Director of Water 
Rights and Contracts says the public utility rec-
ognizes the deep link between the watershed and 
wildfires and so will do whatever it takes to keep 
forest thinning efforts alive.

“There’s a lot going on behind the scenes. Essen-
tially, we’re willing to pay for biomass if that’s what 
it takes. When it comes to investing money from 
SRP’s perspective, we want to make sure we invest 
in whatever is the best technology that will get the 
most acres thinned. If that’s biomass power, yeah, 
we’ll probably do that.”

The declaration from a top SRP officials offers a glim-
mer of hope for forest thinning efforts and the survival 
of the existing 28 megawatt biomass electrical plant in 
Snowflake operat-d by NovoPower.

Earlier this year, the Arizona Corporation Commission 
dashed once-high hopes for future thinning efforts when 

it decided on a 3-2 vote to not mandate Arizona Public 
Service and other utilities it regulates to buy at least 90 
megawatts of power produced by burning wood scraps 
from thinning projects.

That vote seemed to have crippled forest thinning 
efforts, by eliminating the best current market for the 

saplings, wood scraps and brush that make up about half 
of the material removed to thin the overgrown, wild-
fire prone forests of Northern Arizona. The forest now 
has 800 or 1,000 trees per acres, while the fire-adapted, 
pre-settlement forest had more like 50 trees per acre, 
according to numerous studies.

NovoPower is currently the only biomass-fueled elec-
trical power plant in Arizona. It is sustained by contracts 
with SRP and APS to buy the power it generates. The two 
giant utilities entered into the contract with NovoPower 
as a result of a corporation commission mandate to buy 
electricity generated from renewable sources. At that 

time, burning biomass was much cheaper than gen-
erating electricity from wind and solar. But advanc-
es in solar technology have reversed that advantage, 
which means APS and SRP both have a financial 
incentive not to renew their current contracts with 
NovoPower.

If that happens, NovoPower would likely shut 
down by 2024, eliminating the only existing market 
for biomass from wood scraps in Arizona. That 
would likely cause the collapse of already tenuous 
forest thinning efforts in the Coconino, Kaibab, 
Apache-Sitgreaves and Tonto forests – the core area 
of the sputtering 4-Forests Restoration Initiative.

The ACC vote rejected imposing a biomass man-
date, although an APS study showed that if converted 
to biomass, the coal-burning Cholla power plant 
could generate some 60 megawatts of electricity 
annually from burning wood scraps. When combined 

with the output of NovoPower, the mandate would have 
created a market for biomass that would have supported 
the thinning of 50,000 acres annually – the target pace for 
4FRI.

“There’s a lot going on behind the scenes. Essentially, 
we’re willing to pay for biomass if that’s 
what it takes. When it comes to invest-
ing money from SRP’s perspective, we 
want to make sure we invest in what-
ever is the best technology that will get 
the most acres thinned. If that’s biomass 
power, yeah, we’ll probably do that.”

Bruce Hallin
SRP Director of Water Rights and Contracts
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3-day weather  forecast
Friday: 84/55.A 20% chance 
of showers and thunderstorms 
after 11 a.m  Otherwise mostly 
sunny.
Saturday: 83/56. A 30% chance 
of showers and thunderstorms mainly 
after 11 a.m. Mostly cloudy.
Sunday: 80/55. A 30%. chance of showers and 
thunderstorms and mostly cloudy.

Sports
BR Yellowjackets 

avoid defeat 
in chaotic closing minutes

Navajo County moves 
to collect new sales tax 

see Page A8
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BY trudy BAlcom
The Independent

GILA COUNTY — A 
couple who are suspects 
in a Tucson murder that 
escaped a prison transport 
van on August 26 were 
captured Wednesday night 
in the Tonto Basin.

Blane and Susan Barks-
dale, whom local author-
ities had been searching 
for in Navajo and Apache 
counties for the past 16 
days, were found hiding 
out in a residence near 
Punkin Center.

The US Marshals 
Service held a press 
conference at 11 a.m. on 
Thursday to offer some 
details to the public on the 
capture of the two fugi-
tives. Officers from the US 
Marshals Service, Arizona 
Department of Public 
Safety, the FBI and Navajo 
and Gila County Sheriff’s 
and Tucson Police Depart-

ment were present at the 
press conference to discuss 
the cooperative effort that 
led to the capture of the 
Barksdales.

The search for the cou-
ple had focused for much 
of the past 16 days on 
the remote area between 
Snowflake and Concho, as 
law enforcement followed 
up on tips and leads from 
the public, but all led to a 
dead-end.

“I couldn’t tell you 
how many times we drove 
across the county,” said 
NCSO Chief Deputy 
Randy Moffit said of the 
search, which tincluded 
agents from the US Mar-
shals Service who worked 
with NCSO.

But on Tuesday, a tip 
phoned into the US Mar-
shals by a member of the 
public urged them to focus 

BY Peter Aleshire
Special to the Independent

HOLBROOK — Na-
vajo County Supervisor 
Jason Whiting’s passion-
ate advocacy for forest 
thinning and sustainable 
logging and cattle grazing 
in the rural West this year 
earned him a new title: 
Supervisor of the Year.

The Coalition of Arizo-
na-New Mexico Counties 
conferred the honor at the 
most recent Navajo County 
Board of Supervisor’s 
meeting.

Whiting has played a 
key role in advocating 
for the 4-Forests Resto-
ration Initiative, the White 
Mountains Stewardship 
program and other efforts 
to revive the timber in-
dustry in Arizona to help 
thin the badly overgrown 
forests. He fears local 
communities may suffer 
the same fate as Paradise, 
California, which burned 

to the ground last year in a 
wildfire disaster that killed 
85 people.

Whiting led the ulti-
mately unsuccessful lob-
bying effort by the Eastern 
Arizona Counties Associ-
ation aimed at convincing 
the Arizona Corporation 
Commission to require 
utilities it regulates to buy 
up to 90 megawatts of 
energy annually generated 
from burning biomass.

Nonetheless, he said 
the two-state honor came 
as a surprise. He initially 
assumed the New Mexico 
supervisor who told him 
about it was teasing him.

“Although I appreciate 
the honor, I am undeserv-
ing,” he said.

On the other hand, he 
said rural counties must 
remain proactive, since 
they’re often economic 
hostages of the federal 
government.

“Unlike some of the 
larger cities, we deal with 

the federal government on a 
daily basis. That’s why we 
have to unite with others to 
provide solutions,” he said.

The other supervisors at 
the meeting lauded Whit-
ing’s efforts.

“Jason’s a very outgoing 
person,” said Supervisor 
Lee Jack whose district 
mostly covers the Navajo 
Reservation. “He’s also a 
jokester.”

County Manager Glenn 
Kephart said, “I suspect 
only his wife really knows 
how hard he works on 
these issues.”

Board Chairwoman 
Dawnafe Whitesinger, 
whose district mostly 
encompasses the White 
Mountain Apache Res-
ervation, said, “I agree, 
this should be awarded. 
It wasn’t a mistake,” she 
added, prompting a laugh.

After the meeting, 
Whiting talked about the 
status of the efforts to keep 
forest thinning efforts alive 
– which he said depends 
critically burning biomass 

BY mike leiBy
Special to the Independent

SHOW LOW — Javier 
Guadalupe Najera Jr., a 
22-year-old local man, 
is in jail on suspicion of 
arson after he alleged-
ly torched 
his family’s 
home in the 
8500 block 
of Quail Run. 
The home is a 
complete loss.

When Na-
vajo County 
Sheriff’s Of-
fice deputies 
arrived at the 
home around 
8:15 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 8, 
it was reportedly com-
pletely engulfed in flames 
forcing firefighters to fight 
it defensively.

A press release from 
NCSO Sheriff David 
Clouse stated that Najera 
Jr. was arrested after he 
allegedly admitted setting 

the fire with gasoline. 
According to witnesses, 
he poured onto the porch 
of the home after an argu-
ment with family mem-
bers. It is not known what 
the argument was about.

Clouse said after Najera 
was detained for 
questioning he 
allegedly admit-
ted torching the 
home saying he 
was depressed 
due to family 
issues. Clouse 
said deputies also 
learned Najera 
had allegedly been 
drinking alcohol 
and using drugs 

just before setting the 
house on fire.

Authorities did not say 
if anyone was injured in 
the fire.

A check of the Navajo 
County Jail inmate hous-
ing report for Tuesday, 
Sept. 10, showed Najera 
still in custody in Hol-
brook.

Whiting named 
‘supervisor 
of the year’

Photo by Peter Aleshire
Douglas Decker, left, county attorney for McKinley 
County, New Mexico, who is actually a native of Hol-
brook, presented Whiting with the award of Super-
visor of the Year from the Coalition of Arizona-New 
Mexico counties.

Man torches 
family home 

using gas

Najera Jr.

Valley utility determined to save forest thinning efforts
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Barksdales 
captured near 
Punkin Center
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