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NAVAJO COUNTY — The 

Navajo County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
(NCSO) made some relatively 

signifi cant strides in 2020.
First and foremost the 

NCSO put a lot of effort into 

making the operations of the 

NCSO more transparent and 

more community based in its 
operations.

Coming in under budget in a 
very tight year, they made 911 

texting available in the county 
and established a mental health 
diversion court to better serve 
justice for those who come be-
fore a judge with mental health 
issues.

The importance of the 911 
texting technology is that while 
people can still call 911 in an 
emergency, if it is not possible 
to call or is not safe, they can 
now text 911 for help.

Working hand-in-hand 
with the improvement in 911 
connectivity for the public, 
the NCSO also updated what 
Sheriff David Clouse said was 
an “antiquated” system to a 
modern one for better com-

munications throughout the 
county to ensure reliability and 
coverage.

Another advancement, or 
benefi t of those in the jail sys-
tem if you will, was a program 
to try and help inmates being 

released to blend back into 
society with a better chance of 
not being a repeat offender who 
ends up back in jail.

Navajo County Sheriff’s Offi ce
Signifi cant strides in 2020

The State of the City ad-
dress was led by Mayor John 
Leech Jr., Jan. 19, 2021 during 
the regular council meeting.  
Leech introduced the State of 
the City document from which 
all council members read 
during the meeting. 

It was clearly a year of 
accomplishment for the city 
of Show Low.  By the same 
token, it was one full of 
sorrow for the loss of long-
time councilors Gene Kelley 
and Rennie Crittenden. The 
collective appreciation of their 
contributions to the council, 
the city of Show Low and the 
community was echoed by 
councilors and city staff. 

“They both gave many 
years of dedicated service to 
our community, and their in-
fl uence on the Council will be 
remembered for many years to 
come,” said Leech. 

Three councilors and the 
mayor were elected in August 
2020 with all four seats hav-
ing four-year terms. Council-
woman Connie Kakavas was 
re-elected and newcomers 
Jon Adams and Dawn Wilson 
were also elected. John Leech, 
Jr. won the mayor’s race.  

The newly blended coun-
cil is already working hard 
in support of the four major 

priorities:  (1) to preserve and 

repair our infrastructure  (2) 
to pursue community and 
economic development, (3) to 
improve our quality of life and 

(4) to maintain an organi-
zation with solid and stable 
leadership. 

“Our major accomplish-
ments over the past year, our 

fi nancial health and outlook, 
and our future plans con-
sistently support these four 

priorities,” said Leech. 
Financial Health

The economic outlook for 
the City of Show Low remains 
in a steady upward trend with 
monthly sales tax revenues in 

2020 showed increases over 
2019, with retail comprising al-
most 80% of total collections. 

There was increased 
construction activity in the 
residential sector, with 2020 
being Show Low’s most active 
year for residential construc-
tion since 2007. 

“Our longstanding policy of 
fi scal conservatism and saving 
money for the future allows 
us every year to complete im-
portant projects,” said Leech. 
“2020 was no exception and 
we completed several key 

projects to maintain and im-
prove existing infrastructure.”

Councilman Brandt Clark 
and Dawn Wilson weighed in 
on the city’s fi nancial forecast 
and economic growth.  

“We’re proud to say our 

fi scal policies have allowed 
Show Low to survive diffi cult 
economic times and see mod-

est growth,” said Wilson. “In 
terms of our fi nancial position, 
the Council and staff are com-
mitted to using your taxpayer 

dollars wisely.” 
Show Low is know for 

its conservative fi scal policy 
which ensures the city has 

BY lAurA sinGleton

Staff Writer

City of Show Low 
Accomplishes much, appreciates more in 2020

Laura Singleton / The Independent

A newly designed entryway sign was installed at the 
US60 and SR260 intersection to welcome visitors to 
Show Low.

White Mountain Apache Tribe

WHITERIVER – Progress in 2020 
may be hard to defi ne for some, but 
for the White Mountain Apache 
Tribe (WMAT) who has gone to the 
front lines to battle the world-wide 
epidemic of COVID-19, their pro-ac-
tive efforts are denoted as stepping 

stones of progress for WMAT – even 
when it seemed like things were 
taking a backward turn.

With the creation of the Emer-
gency Operations Center (EOC) on 
March 12, 2020, after the Tribe de-
clared a State of Emergency regard-
ing COVID-19, EOC has worked 
tirelessly to empower the Tribe in 
navigating best practices which 
have resulted in Tribal resolutions to 
protect the people. Making recom-
mendations to the Tribal Council to 
adjust resolutions, when necessary, 
has resulted in trusted, consistent 

guidelines for Tribal members. 
EOC’s motto is “We are one WMAT. 
We are stronger together. We will get 
through this together.”

WMAT Tribal Chairwoman 
Gwendena Lee-Gatewood said, 
“2020 has tested our faith and our 
strength, but we continue to rely on a 

higher power to see us through. The 
Creator has blessed us in many ways 
despite the pandemic, and we contin-
ue to chart our course in prayer, hu-
mility, faith and hope and we all must 
continue to stay united in fi ghting the 
good fi ght to help one another.”

Though the wearing of masks 
has been a controversial subject 
among experts and lay people alike, 

Lee-Gatewood felt a mask with 
the Great Seal of the Apache Tribe 
on it would likely evoke a sense of 
community and pride and protection 
for the people. Through fundrais-
ing and grants, she managed to get 

masks made with the Apache words, 
‘adagots’ idzaa, which translated into 
English means protect yourself. 

Stepping stones of progress during pandemic

Submitted 

Custom masks for WMAT mem-
bers to promote protection of 
members during the pandemic. 

NCSO photo

On Jan. 20, Navajo County Sheriff David Clouse, left, with a MCAT Deputy and K-9 
deputy Zolton execute a search warrant for a residence in the 700 block of Navajo Bou-
levard in Holbrook. A 17-year-old male, Landon Martin (25) and Annie Gab-aldon (36) of 
Holbrook, were taken into custody. During the investigation approximately 16.5 grams of 
methamphetamine, 4 fentanyl pills, 14.4 grams of marijuana, one firearm, multiple dan-
gerous instruments/weapons, and numerous items of drug paraphernalia were located 
inside the residence.

BY MiKe leiBy

Special to the Independent

Looking 
back at 
2020:

Pinetop-Lakeside 
united in fi ghting 

COVID-19

Without question, 2020 was perhaps 
the most challenging year in the his-
tory of our community because of the 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Throughout history, we have been im-
pacted by signifi cant weather events, 
fi res that caused our town to evacuate 
and droughts that slowed our winter 
tourism season. 

But COVID-19 has had a far 
reaching impact on our residents and 
visitors, from mental and physical 
health implications, fi nancial strain 
for individuals and businesses and 
restrictions on our ability to gather, 
not just as a community, but even with 
our own family members. Our health-
care system has been stretched to its 
limit, resulting in hospital beds fi lled 
to capacity, the suspension of elective 
surgeries, healthcare professionals 
being asked to work even longer hours 
than normal and a general shortage of 

healthcare professionals.
Tragically, our community has lost 

friends and neighbors, moms and dads 
and sons and daughters to this insid-
ious disease. Businesses have had to 
lay off employees and, in some cases, 
even permanently close their doors.

To say 2020 has tested our faith and 
strength as individuals and as a com-
munity is an understatement. Yes, the 
stress of COVID-19 has resulted in an 
understandable degree of divisiveness, 
but it also has brought out the very 
best in many people.

As we look back on last year, there 
are so many shining examples of 

people who went above and beyond to 
help others. We have a strong com-
munity that has always risen to the 
challenge of any crisis and because of 
that, we have a reason to be optimistic 
about our future. Here are a few high-
lights from 2020:
 • The amazing students at the 

Blue Ridge High School Fab Lab saw 
a community need and responded to 
the COVID-19 crisis by designing and 
manufacturing face shields to protect 
the offi cers of the Pinetop-Lakeside 
Police Department. This gives us hope 
for the future of our community.
 • Many others in the commu-
nity, both individuals, churches and 
organizations, used their sewing skills 
to make hundreds of face coverings 
to donate to those who needed them. 

BY Jerry GloshAy

Submitted for WMAT

1970 - 2020 

50 Years

Summit Healthcare

CELEBRATES

See the growth and transition throughout the 

years from NavApache Hospital to the cur-

rent Summit Healthcare, on pages 9A-12A.

See NCSO, Page A7

See PINETOP-LAKESIDE, Page A5 See SHOW LOW, Page A8

See WMAT, Page A8

BY tony AlBA 
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