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SHOW LOW — After 
much debate, the Timber 
Mesa Fire and Medical 
District has elected not to 
seek voter approval for a 
bond despite the need to 
replace trucks and improve 
facilites.

In March, the district 
began considering options 
for a $15-17 million bond 
election to fund capital 
projects in accordance with 
their strategic plan.

The board discussed, 
in detail, the process and 
related research before de-
ciding to go forward with a 
bond election.

Then, following the fire 
board’s May 28 meeting, 
the fire district indicated in a 
press release that they have 
decided not to move forward 
with a bond request.

“The Citizens Advisory 
Committee recommended 
that the district not pursue 
a bond at this time,” said 
Chief Bryan Savage to the 
Timber Mesa board during 
the May 28 meeting.

“The committee recog-
nized and agreed that the 
district has significant cap-
ital needs, that the size of 
the bond was appropriate 
for those needs, and that a 
bond was the best way to 
finance those needs,” he 
further explained. “But, the 

committee was concerned 
about competing priorities 
on the ballot this year.”

“While the district has 
saved significant money in 
operating costs, that is very 
different from capital ex-
penses,” said Savage. “The 
need to repair our facilities, 
the needs to improve our 
training programs and 
facilities, and the needs 
to replace fire trucks at 
the appropriate interval 
do not go away; and they 
only get more expensive if 
delayed.”

As a result, the district 
indicated that they will 
look at other ways to 
finance capital expense 
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ST. JOHNS — Ac-
cused killer Joshua Cade 
Richardson will appear at 
a settlement conference 
August 12 in the Apache 
County Superior Court.

As previously 
reported, Richardson is 
accused of first degree 
murder in the death of 
Terrilynn Col-
lins (then 54) 
at the Collins’ 
family retreat in 
Concho Oct. 3, 
2017. Rich-
ardson is also 
charged with 
burglary, two 
counts of ag-
gravated assault 
and one count 
each of attemped armed 
robbery and attempted 
vehicle theft. He has pled 
not guilty.

Richardson, then 14, 
allegedly went to the 
Collins’ residence in 2017 
and shot Collins in the 
face during a burglary. 
Collins died at the scene.

Richardson faces ag-
gravated assault charges 
for allegedly putting 
Collins’ daughter and her 
roommate in “reasonable 
apprehension of physical 
injury” while using a 
“revolver handgun, fixed 
blade knife, and hockey 
stick,” according to a 
charging document dated 
January 4, 2018.

The attempted armed 
robbery concerns Collins’ 
daughter; the attempted 
vehicle theft concerns a 
second daughter. Richard-
son has been charged as 
an adult. He turns 17 next 
month. The Arizona De-
partment of Public Safety 
handled the investigation.

A clean-shaven Rich-
ardson sat quietly in a 
mustard colored jail jump 
suit next to his attorney 
during the most recent 
hearing.

The case has been 
delayed as both sides con-
tinue to supplement their 
investigations and while 
Richardson went through 
a competancy evaluation. 
An offical found him 
competent to stand trial.

Defense counsel Cindy 
Castillo told The Inde-
pendent that she received 

a call from Richardson’s 
mother about 3 a.m. the 
day after Richardson was 
taken into custody and 
immediately drove up. 
She arrived just in time 
to tell DPS, who had also 
just driven up from Phoe-
nix, that her client had no 
comment.

An analysis of cell 
phones used by witnesses 
has also delyaed the case. 

Those phones 
are still in 
police custody. 
The analysis 
is “imperative 
to Joshua’s 
defense” wrote 
Castillo in a 
March 4 court 
filing. Specif-
ically, there is 
“contradictory 

evidence” of events, in-
cluding when Richardson 
arrived, when witnesses 
contacted Collins, when 
Collins’ husband was con-
tacted and when 911 was 
called, Castillo wrote. That 
call may have been de-
layed by up to 45 minutes. 
The analysis could reveal 
if there was any “deleted 
information” from the 
phones, Castillo wrote in 
March. This is significant 
in light of the prosecutor’s 
statement in the charging 
document that Richardson 
was “acting alone or with 
one or more persons” in 
the burglary, which forms 
the basis of the felony 
murder charge.

But phone analysis 
costs money. Money that 
Richardson, 16, does not 
have. Castillo said that 
meta data analysis of a cell 
phone costs about $10,000; 
the court has authorized 
$2,500. Castillo said she 
understands the issue of 
limited court resources.

The August 12 set-
tlement conference will 
include a “Donald” hear-
ing, named for a supreme 
court case. The judge will 
explain to the defendant 
the range of penalties a 
conviction would carry, 
in the event a plea offer is 
made. In this case, there 
will be an out-of-county 
judge brought in for the 
conference. Richard-
son is being held at the 
Coconino County Jail (in 
the part of that facility for 
juveniles).
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HOLBROOK — A judge sentenced 
Joshua Wayne Talley, 36, of Show 
Low, to 20 years in prison last Thurs-
day.

Last month, Talley pleaded guilty 
to attempted transportation of drugs 
for sale, participating in a criminal 
syndicate and involving a minor in a 
drug offense. As previously reported, 
he is one of seven defendants involved 
in what the prosecution calls a crim-
inal syndicate involving the use, sale 
and distribution of methamphetamine. 
Those activities culminated in the fatal 
shooting of Show Low Police Officer 
Darrin Reed on November 8, 2017 at 
the Day’s Inn in Show Low.

All seven defendants were charged 
with Reed’s murder under Arizona’s 
controversial felony murder law, which 
says that if a person dies during the 
commission of certain felony crimes, 
the participants in those crimes can be 
charged with murder.

As previously reported, five of 

the defendants took plea deals and 
the murder charges were dismissed. 
Jason Hill was sentenced first. A judge 
sentenced him to 35 years in prison for 
second-degree murder.

The plea agreement for Maria Lies 
is not yet available so the status of the 
murder charge against her is unknown.

Talley’s hearing started with the 
attorneys alerting Judge Dale Nielson 
to a mistake in the plea agreement.

It incorrectly read that Talley had 
entered into a “testimonial agreement” 
with the prosecutor’s office and that he 
would testify against the other defen-
dants. Talley had not and that language 
“should not have been there,” and they 
“all overlooked” the mistake, said 
prosecutor Lee White. Nielson ordered 
that language removed.

Law enforcement from various 
agencies showed up for Talley’s 
sentencing and some read statements 
describing the horror and life-changing 
loss of losing a friend and comrade in 
the line of duty.

Reed’s widow Cathy Reed and son 
Chance Reed read their own state-

ments. Reed’s daughter Cheryl could 
not attend, but her statement was read 
as well. Chance scoffed at the oft-re-
peated suggestion that drug abuse is a 
“victimless crime.” He told the judge 
that had he known he would never see 
his dad again, he would have hugged 
him “a little longer” the last time they 
said goodbye.

Defense counsel Criss Candelaria 
took aim at the felony murder law, 
and echoed what Talley’s parents had 
said—that Talley was far removed 
from Reed’s killing; that Talley was at 
his parents’ home repairing a dish-
washer for a neighbor on the day Reed 
was killed.

Candelaria had worked with Reed 
when Candelaria served as a prosecu-
tor. He said he felt the loss too. The 
attorney asked the judge to view his 
client as a user – an addict. He said 
that Talley was no co-conspirator or 
accomplice to murder.

Prosecutor White noted that under 
the felony murder law, someone can be 
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Nice catch!
Happy trio Draven, 6, Matthew, 11, and Sammy, also 6, of Springerville/Eagar show off their superb catches 
during the annual Hatch Toyota Tundra Kids’ Fishing Derby held Saturday, June 15, at Fool Hollow Lake. See 
story and photos on Page 4.
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TALLEY GETS 20 YEARS IN PRISON

Timber Mesa decides not to pursue bond election
Release info re: lowered tax rate

Laura Singleton/The Independent
The Timber Mesa Fire & Medical District (TMFMD) board decided not to pursue 
a bond election this year, however, they may consider that option in the future. 
“In each of its five years since the Lakeside, Show Low and Linden Fire Districts 
merged, the Timber Mesa Fire and Medical District has outperformed all finan-
cial projections, saving the tax payers in the White Mountains more than $10M,” 
says Chief Bryan Savage.

See TIMBER MESA, 
Page 4

See SENTENCE, Page 4


