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Offers Valid through January 25, 2021
699lb USDA Choice

New York Strip
Boneless, value pack

Bogle or 
Chateau Ste Michelle
750 ml or 1.5 liter Woodbridge
Selected varieties

99¢ea
Large Avocados

999
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3-day forecast
Today: 20% chance 
of rain/snow day-
time, 30% at night; 
46/33. Saturday: 
50% rain/snow 
daytime, 70% at night; 42/24. 
Sunday: 80% rain/snow day-
time, 40% at night; 36/20 
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BY Laura SingLeton
Staff Writer

PINETOP-LAKESIDE 
—- During the last week of 
December 2020, Pediatric 
MultiCare West and Mul-
tiCare West Family Prac-
tice in Lakeside received 
a supply of the Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine. The 
clinic is owned and man-
aged by Dr. Vera Bennett, 
and was chosen with a few 
other sites in Navajo Coun-
ty to give the vaccine.

Bennett is an M.D. with 
a Master’s degree in Public 
Health who added a family 
practice to her existing pe-
diatric clinic in June 2020. 
As a pediatric clinic, Dr. 
Bennett and her staff give a 
lot of vaccines.

“We were happy to jump 
into giving the COVID-19 
vaccine because we wanted 
to help the community fight 

the pandemic,” said Dr. 
Bennett. “So far, there has 
been a very limited supply 
and it was spread out across 
several sites,” said Bennett.

MultiCare West admin-
istered almost 200 vaccines 
through the first allotment. 
Since then, they received 60 
second doses and another 
100 initial doses.

The COVID-19 vaccine 
is for adults 18 and over 
but they have given the 
vaccines according to the 
phases set up by the state of 
Arizona. The current Phase 
1B has multiple criteria, 
one of those being age 75 
or over.

Navajo County received 
the Moderna brand of the 
vaccine, possibly because 
the cold storage require-
ments were less stringent 
than others, requiring the 
multiple-dose vial to be 

stored frozen at -13 to 5 
degrees Fahrenheit. They 
cannot be stored on dry 
ice and the carton must be 
protected from the light.

“We were shipped multi-
dose vials each containing 
10 doses of the vaccine,” 
said Bennett. “Once a vial 
is defrosted, we only have 
30 days to use the doses,” 
said Bennett. “The kicker is 
that once the vial has been 
punctured, we only have six 
hours to use all the doses 
in that vial. Essentially, 
we need to have 10 people 
lined up with paperwork 
completed and ready to be 
vaccinated.”

The COVID-19 vaccine 
is a two-dose vaccine with 
the second injection given 
28 days after the first and 
is supposed to provide 

Pediatric MultiCare West one of 
the first to administer vaccine

Courtesy photo
Pediatric MultiCare West back office manager 
and medical assistant, Ali Dillon, administers the 
COVID-19 vaccine to practice owner, Dr. Vera 
Bennett. The Lakeside practice was one of the 
first to receive a small supply of the vaccine in 
late December. They administered 200 vaccines 
and just received another allotment.

Louis L. Smith, who 
established the prestigious 
Martia A. Smith Memorial 
Art Scholarship with NPC 
Friends and Family, has 
died. Smith created the 
endowment fund in mem-
ory of his late wife, who 
was a popular and talented 
adjunct art faculty member   
at NPC. Martia was a gifted 
and award-winning cerami-
cist who also created beau-
tiful works in stained glass. 

NPC scholarship 
founder dies

Louis Smith

BY BarBara Bruce
Staff Writer

WHITERIVER — 
Reading the signs of 
drought, White Mountain 
Apache Tribal Chairwom-
an Gwendena Lee-Gate-
wood reached out to the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) Forestry and Wild-
land Fire Management’s 
Public Information Officer 
Candy Lupe for a bit of 
insight on what’s ahead for 
the 2021 fire season.

It is no surprise that 
Lupe’s message coincides 
with those of recent years, 
meaning strategy and 
mitigation will likely begin 
earlier than usual this year.

Relating two scenarios 
from her own backyard, 
which simply signify we 
are in a drought, Lee-Gate-
wood said birds have been 
regularly coming to her 
bird bath and drinking 
water excessively this 
winter. Just last week she 
also witnessed a lone cow 
venture into her yard seek-
ing water.

“There is no water with 

this current lack of mois-
ture,” said Lee-Gatewood.

Lupe referred to the U.S. 
Drought Monitor Center’s 
Jan. 12 graph for Arizona 
which was released on Jan. 
14. It shows a lot of red 
for Arizona which denotes 

drought. The darker red 
areas on the graph (D4) 
which encompass the 
White Mountain area, de-
notes exceptional drought 
which translates to fire re-
strictions increasing; large 
fires occurring year-round; 

poor green-up of vegeta-
tion; dying of native plants, 
and the lakes, ponds, and 
streams, dry.

Lupe acknowledged 
the extreme dryness and 
concurred that this is 
something BIA has seen 
over the last several years. 
There has been some pre-
cipitation, but she said we 
need a lot more.

Jerry Gloshay, chief of 
staff for Lee-Gatewood, 
said Sunrise Park Resort 
is having to make snow at 
night and he said even Mt. 
Baldy does not have much 
snow right now.

Though some snow 
graced the White Mountain 
area this week, it quickly 
dissipated with very little 
accumulation.

The National Weath-
er Service in Flagstaff 
predicted late Wednesday 
that two winter storms 
are likely to impact the 
area over the next several 
days. “The first would be 
Saturday into early Sunday 

WMAT consults with BIA 
on drought concerns

Nat’l Drought Monitor Center 
Reading the signs of drought, WMAT Chairwom-
an Gwendena Lee-Gatewood reached out to PIO 
Candy Lupe of the BIA Forestry and Wildland Fire 
Management for a bit of insight for the 2021 fire 
season.The dark red speaks for itself. (The Drought 
Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions, see 
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx) for local 
conditions.

BY Peter aLeShire
Special to the Independent

Despite a welcome 
dusting of snow this 
week, Arizona’s heading 
into an epically dry winter 
and a terrifying spring fire 
season.

The watersheds of 
the Salt, Gila and Verde 
Rivers in January had 
between 13% and 44% 
of the normal snowpack, 
according to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s 
Jan. 1, 2021 Arizona Ba-
sin Outlook Report. The 
normally snowy Mogollon 
Rim country had just 5% 
of its normal snowpack.

Overall, Arizona’s high 
country has just 27% of 
the normal snow pack 
(snow-water equivalent), 
according to the snow 
pack report.

That includes 18% in 
the Little Colorado River 
Basin fed by the White 
Mountains, 14% on the 
Verde River, 13% on the 
Salt River watershed and 
19% on the Gila River 
watershed.

The situation contrasts 
with last year, when most 
of those same watersheds 
had perhaps 150% of 
the normal snowpack in 
January, before the winter 
storms dried up, the 
spring came in bone dry 
and the monsoon all but 
failed.

This year, the only 
mountain range with even 
close to a normal snow-
pack was Mt Humphrey’s, 
overlooking Flagstaff, 
with 44% of its long-term 
average.

Ironically, the Chus-

ka Mountains had 36% 
of its normal snowpack 
— much better than the 
White Mountains or Rim 
Country — even though 
the Navajo Reservation 
has been afflicted by ex-
treme drought for several 
years.

The whole region 
remains in the grip of 
extreme or exceptional 
drought, with virtually ev-
ery reservoir well below 
normal — especially on 
the Colorado River.

The U.S. Weather 
Service predicts a dry, hot 
spring and another desper-
ate fire season.

“Once again, many 
state drought teams noted 
that in areas where rain 
and snow fell, it wasn’t 
enough to increase mois-
ture availability,” said the 
forecast. “In areas where 
it didn’t, such as the 
Southwest, the conditions 
either didn’t yet warrant 
additional degradations or, 
because they were already 
in exceptional drought, 
could not be degraded 
further. Snowpack and 
snow-water equivalent are 
well below normal and 
soils are dry. Ranchers 
have noted that natural 
forage is insufficient or 
depleted.”

On average, the fore-
casts predict stream flows 
this spring will reach only 
about 24% of normal. 
That ranges from 51% 
of normal on the Verde 
River to 24% of normal in 
the Little Colorado River 
watershed. The Salt River 
forecast falls in between 
at 32% of normal.

The forecast looks 
especially grim for the 
normally productive 
watershed of the Blue 
Ridge Reservoir, which 
forecasters predict will 
get just 18% of its normal 

Dangerous fire 
season ahead

Snow pack just 
27% of normal 
as planet sets 
heat records 

BY rt Lynch
Justice Reporter

ST. JOHNS — The 
highly emotional sentenc-
ing hearing for now-17 
year old Joshua Cade 
Richardson went long on 
Tuesday afternoon and was 
rife with high emotion.

For the Oct. 3, 2017 
murder of Terrilynne Col-
lins at her family’s retreat 
in Concho and two counts 
of aggravated assault on 
a Collins daughter and 
the daughter’s female 
roommate, Richardson 
will serve 12 years in 
prison and will get credit 
for 1,203 days that he has 
already served. The plea 
agreement called for a 

minimum of 10 years, a 
maximum of 20.

In the hallway after 
the hearing the victim’s 
widowed husband, Ernest 
Collins, Jr. told the Inde-
pendent that the sentence 

is “An abomination, no 
justice.” He also demand-
ed that Presiding Judge 
Michael Latham and 
Deputy County Attorney 
Garrett Whiting resign, 
and defense counsel Cindy 
Castillo and the defense 
psychologist (who testi-
fied, see below) should be 
“scorned.”

Background
The case started on 

October 3, 2017 when then 
14-year-old Richardson 
showed up at a property on 
Apache County Road 8110 
in Concho. There were two 
structures on the property, 
a mobile home in which a 
Collins daughter and her 
roommate were living, and 

another home occupied by 
Mrs. Collins and her own 
14-year-old son Connor. 
Richardson was wearing a 
ski mask duct taped to his 
neck and was armed with 
three knives in his belt and 
he carried a hockey stick. 
He demanded the keys to a 
vehicle parked outside.

He also demanded that 
the roommate place her 
phone on the floor and 
tried to hit the daughter in 
the head with the hockey 
stick, but only managed 
to hit her on the shoulder. 
During the encounter, the 
roommate was able to re-
trieve her phone and texted 

Richardson gets 12 years for murder

Joshua Richardson
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