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3-day forecast
Today: Hazy 
conditions before 4 
p.m. and between 
8-11 p.m.; 81/50. 
Wednesday: Mostly 
sunny, windy; Thursday: Mostly 
sunny, windy; 84/47
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BY Peter Aleshire
Special to the Independent

Two fires near Globe exploded 
over the weekend, cutting off 
routes to Rim Country and the 
White Mountains and forcing 
evacuations.

The Telegraph Fire blew up 
to 41,109 acres, 
prompting an 
evacuation 
order for Top-
of-The-World 
and the Oak Flat 
campground, 
putting Superior 
on evacuation 
alert and closing 
State Route 60 
between Globe 
and Miami as 
well as State 
Route 177 south of 
Superior. The Red Cross has set 
up evacuation centers in Miami, 
Globe and Apache Junction. 
The fire started on Friday from 
undetermined “human causes” 
and as of the Sunday update was 
showing “extreme” fire behavior 
despite the best efforts of 199 
firefighters.

Meanwhile, the Mescal Fire 
(12 miles southeast of Globe) 
expanded to 49,631 acres as of 

Sunday night, with 672 firefight-
ers battling fames driven by 40 
mile an hour winds advancing 
on the community of Coyote 
Flats. The fire contributed to the 
closure of Highway 177 between 
Winkelman and Globe.

The update for the fire on Sun-
day reported, “The 

Mescal Fire expe-
rienced extreme 
fire activity 
on Saturday. 

The fire crossed 
the 600 Road 
(Old Coolidge 
Dam Road) 
and pushed 
toward Route 
3 moving over 
Hog Mountain. 

Firefighters 
successfully built 

fireline and burned along the 
600 and 740 roads to protect 
the community of Soda Canyon 
Friday night. On Saturday they 
worked to prevent the fire from 
moving through the San Carlos 
High School Area. Air tankers 
and helicopters are being utilized 
extensively to support firefight-
ers on the ground as needed. 

Fires bring smoke to Navajo County

US Forest Service Photo
Over the weekend two major fires broke out south of Navajo county, the Telegraph Fire (41,109 
acres and 0% containment) and the Mescal Fire (49,631 Acres 8% containment.) 

Courtesy Photo by Jerry Schrunk
A 1939 Chevy is displayed at the Cruz’N the Rim Car Show Saturday at Frontier Park in Show Low.

Cruz’N the Rim Car Show

BY Connie lAne
Staff Writer

SHOW LOW — The 
eighth annual Sue’s Crew 
30-mile walk against can-
cer started bright and early 
at 5 a.m. on Saturday, May 
15. Walkers trekked uphill 
in the bright sunshine along 
a 30-mile course, sharing 
a common mission and the 
smiles on their faces said it 
all. Each clearly felt great 
knowing they were doing 
their part to raise cancer 
awareness and fight for 
research, treatment and 
ultimately a cure.

It was truly wonderful to 
see the determination after 
the year we’ve all been 
through,” said Sue’s Crew 
co-founder Jim Hillbrecht. 
“People showed up — we 
had about 160 walkers this 
year.”

In addition to the walk 
participants, many vol-
unteers and all-around 
supporters of the fight 
against cancer gathered in 
the parking lot of White 
Mountain Drywall in the 
industrial park in Show 
Low at 1520 E. Com-
merce Drive to honor Sue 
Hillebrecht, who lost her 

battle with breast cancer in 
August 2010.

Founded in 2012 by 
the Hillebrecht family, the 
White Mountain commu-
nity has embraced and im-
mersed themselves in this 
impactful event every year, 
having raised more than 
$150,000 in donations.

With with the sun barely 
breaching the horizon, 
walk participants launched 
their journey along the 
Deuce of Clubs/US High-
way 60, and then White 
Mountain Road/SR260 and 
beyond.

Some participants 
completed 1-5 miles. Some 
chose to conquer the half-
way mark at 15 miles and 
30% actually finished the 
entire 30-mile goal.

The objective always 
in sight: raising aware-
ness and raising funds for 
Summit Healthcare Cancer 
Center and others.

“This year we were 
so grateful to be able to 
donate $8000 to the (Sum-
mit Healthcare) Cancer 
Center and another $3,500 
to a family dealing with a 

Sue’s Crew 
to raffle a car 

for a cure

Connie Lane/The Independent
Walking up White Mountain Boulevard to fight can-
cer.

BY Connie lAne
Staff Writer

CONCHO — Nothing 
speaks to relaxation and 
calm quite like lavender 
and the plants are now in 
bloom in Concho.

Beginning Thursday, 
June 17, the 18th annual 
Lavender Festival at Red 
Rock Ranch and Farms 
will take place Thursday 
through Sunday for two 
consecutive weekends. It 
will last through Sunday, 
June 27.

Basic tickets start at $5 
per person, with no reser-
vations required.

Children age three and 
younger are also free.

Upgraded VIP packages 
may be purchased for $25 
and includes admission 
for one person along with 
wine tasting and a 10% 
discount on wine purchases 
during the festival.

For those wanting to up 

their gardener’s game, a 
lavender growing discus-
sion will be held in the 
demonstration garden 
at 9:30 a.m. and again 

11:30 a.m. each day of the 
festival.

Creative and/or ad-
venturous culinary types 
will want to be sure to 

attend the cooking with 
lavender presentation from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Lavender festival is sensory delight

Photo provided by Christine Teeple
Lavender by the red rocks in Concho.
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Softball all-stars
Local girls lead South 

in Becky Barris 
memorial game


