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WHITERIVER — The Fort Apache Hotshots are 
a world -renowned group of people, recognized for 
their bravery who are specially trained to deal with 
forest and brush fires. Hotshots are considered Amer-
ica’s elite firefighters. 

The Fort Apache Hotshot Program was the first 
nationally funded all-Na-
tive American Hotshot 
crew in the country, 
which was founded in 
1982. There are now 110 
Hotshot crews across 
the U.S., according to 
the U.S. Forest Service 
website. Arizona has three 

hotshot crews. Of the 110 squads around the country, 
seven of them are Native American groups, managed 
by the BIA.

 The Fort Apache Hotshot Superintendent Brian 
Quintero says, “People hear that we’re from Arizo-
na and they’ll say: Wait, what kind of experience 
can you have if you live in the desert with all that 

sand and rock? The truth is, that all of my crew are 
experts with a chainsaw. They all grew up cutting 
wood, so they’re all pretty good at what they do.”

 Living in the White Mountains, they are very 
familiar with heavily wooded areas. Quintero says 
that he and all of his group deal with stressful sit-
uations during fires, but he finds it easier, knowing 
that almost all of his crew are absolute experts. “I 
only have a couple right now, that you wouldn’t call 
rookies, but they are still learning, so that keeps me 
from getting too stressed out, knowing my people 
can handle the job.”

These people are experts that are governed by the 
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
and work in a military fashion with a military com-
mand hierarchy in their dispatch groups and radio 
contacts. Safety is the number one priority of course. 
They have constant classroom training and are very 
proud of their jobs.

They have two crew trucks and a third truck 
carries their equipment. Quintero says the equip-
ment truck contains the chainsaws, drip torches for 

Fort Apache Hotshots 
ready for action

Brian Quintero, 
second from left 
and behind is the 
superintendent, 
and Mark Burnette, 
third from left, are 
the leaders of the 
group. Burnette 
serves as assistant 
superintendent. 
Pictured is a squad 
of about half of the 
20-member team. 

BY barbara bruce

PINETOP – Dr. Ronald “Ron” Victor LaMar wore many hats 
with titles that would make anyone proud. For one – he was a PhD, 
a title only two percent of the U.S. population achieves. He had an 
insatiable hunger for learning and was an educator, musician, world 
traveler, humanitarian and more. But, it was the title of “founder” of 
the Native Woman Scholars (NWS) that he was most proud of.

See HOTSHOTS, Page 6
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Standing proudly in front of a mural done by Derayna De-
Clay at Alchesay High School, Dr. Ron Lamar (deceased) 
and his wife Marty, founders of Native Women Scholars, 
(NWS) were in awe of DeClay’s talent. DeClay, an NWS 
recipient who is a studio arts major at the Institute of Amer-
ican Indian Art in Santa Fe, has created a design for shirts 
to be sold at the 2019 “An Evening of Apache Culture.” The 
proceeds will benefit NWS.

See Ron LaMar,  Page 12


