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3-day forecast
Tuesday: 90/61. Mostly sunny. with 
a chance of showers & 
thunderstorms.
Wednesday: 89/60. Most-
ly sunny, 30% chance of 
showers & thunderstorms.
Thursday: 87/59. Sunny 
to partly cloudy, with 30% chance 
of showers & thunderstorms.
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Barbara Bruce/The Independent

Time out from celebrating
Celebrating 35 years as a town, the community of 
Pinetop-Lakeside gathered at Mountain Meadows 
Recreation Complex Saturday, Aug. 17. With vendors 
who represented various businesses and gov-
ernment agencies, entertainment, a woodcarving 
contest, bounces and other fun things to do, people 
enjoyed themselves under the sunny, 82 degree 
Mountain weather.

BY Trudy Balcom
The Independent

WHITERIVER — The 
word that was used most 
frequently by speak-
ers offering tribute to 
longtime former White 
Mountain Apache Tribal 
Chairman Ronnie Lupe 
was “compassion.”

Hundreds filled the 
Chief Alchesay Activity 
Center in Whiteriver Sat-
urday morning for the fu-
neral. Local residents and 

their families, including 
many military veterans in 
uniform, women wearing 
traditional camp dresses 
and moccasins, were in 
attendance.

Also there to pay trib-
ute were representatives 
of many tribal nations 
including Mescalero and 
Yavapai Apache, Navajo, 
Hopi, Tohono O’odam 
and others. Represen-
tatives of the Boeing 
Corporation (makers of 
the Apache helicopter), 

Johnny Basha, Salt River 
Project.

Many tributes were of-
fered to the former chair-
man, who began his life 
in a traditional wickiup 
in Cibecue, but worked 
throughout his career to 
bring sovereignty and 
economic self-sufficiency 
to his people. Through 
his leadership he helped 
to raise the tribe’s stan-
dard of living by building 
critical infrastructure 
in tribal communities, 

including water, sewer, 
schools, fire stations and 
much more.

Critical business 
developments the tribe 
achieved under Lupe 
include Sunrise Park Re-
sort and Hon-Dah Resort 
and Casino.

Lupe served an amaz-
ing 54 years in tribal 
government, serving 
10 years on the tribal 
council and nine terms as 
tribal chairman. He was 
first elected to the tribal 
council in 1964, and won 
his first election to the 
seat of chairman in 1966 
at age 36.

“Politics does not 
make you who you are, it 
reveals who you are,”-
said Tribal Chairwoman 
Gwendena Lee-Gate-
wood in her tribute to 
Lupe, “and Ronnie Lupe 
was a man of compas-
sion,” who was loved by 
his people, she said.

Lupe’s vision and his 
steely determination to 
gain the sovereignty and 
rights of his people was 
outlined during the com-
ments made by former 
tribal attorney, Robert 
Brockley.

Brockley outlined 
how Lupe worked to 
ensure that skilled jobs 
at the Southwest For-
est Industries sawmill, 
which later became Fort 
Apache Timber Company 

BY PeTer aleshire
Special to the Independent

WHITE MOUNTAINS 
— Environmentalists, pol-
iticians, bureaucrats and 
foresters alike maintain 
that a properly reinvented 
timber industry can save us 
before we all burn down.

Well, maybe. But it’s 
complicated.

Just ask Alan Reidhead 
– whose family has operat-
ed sawmills in Arizona for 
six generations. Reidhead 
was one of the key speak-
ers at a recent forest health 
conference in Payson. He 
asked some tough ques-
tions.

“It’s not just you — or 
me — that’s going to make 
the difference, but the 
community coming togeth-
er so we can protect our-
selves and protect towns 
like Payson or Show Low. 
We’re just one match, 
one lightning strike away 

from being lost. What do 
the Powers That Be really 
want? Do you want to save 
that watershed? But what 
are you willing to do?”

And maybe also talk to 
Brad Worsley, trying des-
perately to save the only 
biomass-burning power 
plant in Arizona – which 
holds the economic key 
to forest thinning efforts 
across a vast swath of 
unhealthy, over-crowded, 
wildfire-prone land in 
Northern Arizona.

“We’ve burned to the 
ground one quarter of our 
National Forests in just 20 
years. That’s not sustain-
able. I can’t imagine any 
business that could see this 
kind of catastrophic failure 
in its execution and not 
recognize we’re in a dra-
matic state of emergency,” 
said the NovoPower chief 
executive.

Tribe remembers Ronnie 
Lupe, ‘a man of compassion’

Trudy Balcom//The Independent
Officers from the White Mountain Apache Police Department carried the cas-
ket of former chairman Ronnie Lupe at his funeral held Saturday at the Chief 
Alchesay Center in Whiteriver.

Hard-headed 
economics, 

political will, key 
to saving forested 

communities

SECOND IN A SERIES

BY PeTer aleshire
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NAVAJO COUNTY 
— Navajo County offi-
cials are in an agony of 
suspense as mail-in ballots 
pile up that could deter-
mine whether the county 
has to resort to broad lay-
offs to balance its budget.

Some 6,000 ballots 
had already arrived in the 
county elections office 
last week, said Elections 
Director Rayleen Richards.

The county is seeking 
voter approval for the 
establishment of a jail 
district, with a one-third 
of a cent increase in the 
county’s share of the sales 
tax. That would add about 
one cent to the cost of a 
cup of coffee and maybe 
two cents to the cost of a 
hamburger. The money 
will actually not go to 
jails, but will instead offset 

Ballots 
piling 
up for 
Prop. 
421

BY PeTer aleshire
Special to the Independent

APACHE COUNTY — Apache Coun-
ty’s approach to a lawsuit against drug 
companies making opiates got a boost 
recently in state courts.

Navajo County – not so much.
Both Navajo and 

Apache counties are 
seeking money from 
drug companies that 
manufactured addictive 
painkillers that triggered 
a national epidemic of 
opiate overdose deaths 
and addiction that has 
hit rural counties espe-
cially hard.

Navajo County filed 
its lawsuit in federal 
district court. A judge 
merged the county’s 
lawsuit with 600 others 
to create a “multidistrict 
litigation” being heard 
in the Northern District 
of Ohio federal court.

Apache County 
brought its action in 
Superior Court, as have 
Yavapai and Yuma counties. They gam-
bled on the idea that local trials would 
move faster and likely yield a more sym-
pathetic jury than a national effort.

In a validation of that approach, U.S. 
District Court Judge Susan Brnovich 
recently ruled that an opiate lawsuit by 
the Town of Prescott can go forward in 
Yavapai County Superior Court, rather 

than joining the consolidated national 
action.

Brnovich is married to Arizona Attor-
ney General Mark Brnovich, who is also 
suing on behalf of the state.

Companies named in that lawsuit 
include Purdue Pharma, Actavis Inc., 
McKesson Corp and Cardinal Health as 

well some doctors.
The US has 5 percent of 

the world’s population but 
consumes 75 percent of the 
world’s opiate-based pain 
relievers. Some 300,000 
Americans have died from 
overdoses in the past 20 
years, with projections 
showing another 500,000 
could die in the next 10 
years. The toll has already 
reached about 50,000 annu-
ally.

Purdue Pharma, which 
makes OxyContin, earlier 
this year settled a lawsuit 
with the state of Oklahoma 
for $270 million. Other legal 
actions have revealed the 
degree to which the Sack-
lers, the wealthy family that 
owns Purdue, were involved 

in marketing OxyContin and their effort 
to shift money from the company to other 
entities, presumably less vulnerable to 
legal judgements.

The filing of thousands of lawsuits by 
states, cities and counties was also boost-
ed by Purdue’s $600-million settlement 

Apache County opioid 
lawsuit gets a boost

Did You 
Know?

• Up to 29 percent of 
patients prescribed 
opioids for chronic 
pain misuse them.
• Some 8-12 percent 
develop an addiction.
• About 5 percent 
of those who abuse 
painkillers end up 
hooked on heroin.
• About 80 percent of 
heroin users started 
with prescription 
painkillers.
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