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– which would not come 
along for another 150 mil-
lion years.

They ruled the world, 
perfectly adapted to their 
times – sure they would last 
forever.

But the times they were a 
changing – and they were all 
doomed.

The restless, fickle crust 
that had gathered all the 
light continental rocks 
together into Pangea now 
shrugged and shifted. Fis-
sures opened up, mountain 
ranges rose, volcanoes 
erupted, great basins sank 
and filled with sediment.

The meticulously recon-
structed soils told the tale. 
Average rainfall dropped 
from 55 inches a year to 39 
inches a year. The concen-
trations of CO2 in the atmo-
sphere rose, starting at close 
to the modern level of 400 
parts per million (ppm) and 
rising to maybe 800 ppm – 
although the calculations are 

approximate. 
I marveled at the ingenu-

ity of their measurements as 
I struggled through the long 
paper.

The researchers said this 
probably reflected the dra-
matic increase in volcanic 

activity as the continent 
broke up. But it could also 
have reflected the steady 
movement of the continents 
away from the equator, 
which changed ocean 
currents and continental 
temperatures.

In any case, temperatures 
rose, rainfall dwindled, 
lakes dried up, and the rivers 
changed their nature.

The baffled rulers of this 
shattered world faded away, 
leaving only bones turned to 
stone in the lurid layers of 

the Chinle.
I really can’t quite pro-

cess it all, although it helps 
a little to finger the chunk 
of wood turned to agate 
with hollows glittering with 
crystal.

The world’s leaders 
recently concluded a climate 
conference, making bold 
statements and taking 
modest actions. We’re 
bracing for far less dramatic 
changes than the ones that 
swept away the rauisuchids, 
clearing the decks for Tyran-
nosaurus Rex. The toothy, 
20-foot-long rauisuchids 
never saw it coming. We’ll 
have to see whether that fact 
will make a difference. I 
am comforted that we have 
among us people who can 
understand so much from 
this powdery soil. Surely, 
they’ll figure out something 
– starting with how to make 
us listen.

Not that I’ll know.
I’m already sitting here 

in the long shadow of my 
own personal extinction – 
with six grandkids and only 
a scattering of years left to 
ponder life’s great lesson.

A raven holds a rising 
thermal not quite overhead, 
studying me with its beady 
eyes. He is the heir of the 
dinosaurs, who in their turn 
inherited the world from the 
archosaurs. The dinosaurs 
had a good, long run – but 
they’re also gone. So now 
their offspring the raven 
makes his living as a scav-
enger, wondering whether 
I’ll either discard a granola 
bar or maybe keel over and 
offer up a more meaty meal. 
He does not know that I 
can trace my line back to 
the furtive, warm-blooded 
furry ones that hid from the 
passage of his mighty ances-
tors. But I know – so I keep 
an eye on him and marvel.

I ought to feel mournful, 
here in the graveyard of the 
Triassic.

And yet, I’ve always 
savored graveyards.

So peaceful, when all the 
striving is finally done.

Peter Aleshire covers county 
government and other 

topics for the Independent. 
He is the former editor of the 

Payson Roundup. Reach 
him at paleshire@payson.
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Bob
Black shep-
herd/pit/Lab 

mix

Ralph
7-month-old 
Irish terrier 
mix. Needs 

training

Cricket
1-year-old 

Shiba heeler 
mix

Hallie
3-year-old pos-
sible boxer mix, 

medium size 

Featured pet

Tanner is a 3- to 5-year-
old male with silver-blue 
hair. He gets along with 
most other dogs and 
people.

Lost your pet? Visit www.wmicentral.com. Scroll down to the Adopt-A-Pet for tips, county phone numbers to help fi nd them.

Round Valley Animal Rescue
600 Lilly Lane, Springerville (No animal dropoffs)

For more information, call 928-333-1133 
or visit www.roundvalleyanimalrescue.org.
Open Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Pet Allies/Show Low Animal Control
View pets at 1321 N. 16th St. in Show Low. Hours are: 

Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Monday through 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. or visit to adopt by 

appointment, call 928-537-8009 or visit PetAlliesAz.org.

Sadie
11-month-
old female 
black Lab 
retriever 

Buddy
3-year-old 

male Welsh/
corgi mix

Shelby
3-month-old 

female, black 
Lab/boxer 

mix

Taz
10-year-old 

Yorkshire/ter-
rier mix

Featured pet

Dina is an 8-year-old 
female medium-mix 
breed, sandy and 
vanilla in color. She 
is gentle, sweet and 
heels when on a 
leash. The perfect 
companion. 

Humane Society of The White Mountains
3212 Porter Mountain Road in Lakeside. 
Call 928-368-5295 or visit www.hswm.org
Open Tuesday-Friday 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Featured pet

Doc Hudson is a 
6-month-old male do-
mestic short-hair mix. 
He loves chasing toys 
and bouncing around 
like a bunny rabbit. He 
does not like to be held.  

Marshall
6-month-old 

male domestic 
short-hair mix

Quincy
7-month-old 

male domestic 
short-hair mix

Jaeger
3-year-old 

male kangal 
mix

Casey
10-year-old 
domestic 

shorthair mix 

On Nov. 7, the Arizona 
Cycling Association 
had its state champi-
onships at Wren Arena 
in Fort Huachuca. The 
White Mountain Com-
posite Biking team, 
at left, participated 
and three members 
earned spots in the 
award podium. Keziah 
Gesner took second 
place for girls JV 2, 
Sedona Rodriguez 
took third for girls JV 
2, and Dylan Hewitt 
took fourth for boys 
JV 1. The team overall 
took third in Division 
2 out of 43 teams. 
The team includes, 
not in order, coach 
Christy Church, 
Connor Bierer, Dylan 
Heuett, Lucas Ran-
dall, Keziah Gessner, 
Dodge Hatch, Sedona 
Rodriguez, Phoenix 
Rodriguez, coach 
Rusty Church, Tytan 
Kakavas, Landen 
Henderson, Keevan 
Church and Timo-
thy Kersnowski. Not 
pictured are Adalie 
Sarchet, Kai Fens-
termaker, Tyler Lunt, 
Dean Marshall and 
Trevor Owens.

White Mountain Composite Biking team
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