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Offers Valid through December 16, 2019599 
lb

Applewood 
Smoked 
Pork Chops

899 
ea

Pastrami Melt
With fries and medium drink

99¢ 
lb

Broccoli, Cauliflower 
or Tomatoes on the Vine
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3-day forecast
Today: 57/35. Sunny and mostly 
clear, windy.
Saturday: 
53/35. Sunny, 
windy, chance of rain and snow 
snowers in the evening.
Sunday: 44/23. 40% chance of 
snow showers.
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A ‘Legend’ retires
Legend, the dog, with Deputy Daniel Deets during 
his retirement party at the Navajo County Board of 
Supervisors meeting. See full story on Page A2.

BY RT Lynch
The Independent

PHOENIX—Alpine property owner Kevin Scott 
Wynn was found guilty on all counts by a federal 
jury Dec. 6, in the U.S. District Court of Arizona. 
The government had charged Wynn with one count 
of tax evasion, a felony, and three counts of failing 
to a file tax return, all misdemeanors. The trial 
lasted three days.

Wynn was indicted Dec. 18, 2018 by a grand 
jury. The indict-
ment says that 
“Starting in 1995, 
Kevin Scott Wynn 

determined to no longer file personal income 
taxes, or to pay taxes on his personal income to 
the Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”). Wynn kept 
the money for himself and spent it on his personal 
lifestyle.” The indictment states that Wynn has 
worked in the construction industry, and controlled 
companies called SCC Southwest Construction, 
Black River Construction and Development, Wynn 
Companies and “In later years, he also operated a 
Mesa bar known as Monsterland.”

He came to the attention of the IRS based on 
“earnings reported to the IRS by third parties,” says 
the indictment. That probably means 1099s, forms 
which persons must file with the IRS letting them 

BY AmbeR ShepARd
Special to the Independent

SPRINGERVILLE — For 
the past several years, the U.S. 
Post Office in Springerville 
has needed a face lift. The 
outside of the building, which 
was originally built in 1937, 
has been showing its age. 
No one remembers the last 
time it was painted, includ-
ing the current Postmaster of 
Springerville, Randy Ellis, but 
efforts to try to spruce it up has 
been ongoing for years. That 
much-needed beautification is 
now finally coming to pass.

When Congressional Rep-
resentative Tom O’Halleran 
visited the White Mountain 
communities during the 
summer, he made a stop in 
Springerville and spoke to 
town leaders about issues and 

concerns for the area. One of 
the issues raised by the Mayor 
of Springerville, Phil Hanson, 
was the condition of the post 
office and its need for mainte-
nance and beautification. The 
building’s exterior has become 
worn over the years, especially 
after a fire occurred in 2004. It 
was becoming an eyesore on 
Main street. Community mem-
bers had even come forward 
over the years to volunteer to 
repaint the building them-
selves. But since the building 
is a federal property, the post 
office lies outside of the au-
thority of the town. There was 
little if anything the town of 
Springerville could do, or even 
allow to be done, for the aging 
facade. If the post office was 
going to be repainted, it would 
need to be done through the 
proper federal channels.

After multiple month-
ly follow-ups between the 
mayor of Springerville and 
the Congressman’s aides, 
a signed letter was sent to 
Rep. O’Halleran’s office in 

Washington, D.C. by the town 
council. Things finally started 
to move. Shortly after receiving 
the town’s letter about the post 
office, O’Halleran contacted 
the United States Postmaster 
General’s office directly. On 
Nov. 4, the congressman issued 
a letter to Postmaster General, 
Megan J. Brennan, formally 
requesting that the Postmaster 
give Springerville’s Post Office 
“full and fair consideration” for 
the maintenance that had been 
submitted — and turned down 
– “at least five times.”

A response letter from 
Brennan dated Nov. 21 arrived 
at O’Halleran’s office just 
weeks later, acknowledging 
the request and stating that 
the repainting project for 
Springerville’s post office was 
approved and going forward.

On Dec. 12, crews from a 
California contractor arrived 
to begin prep work on the 
building. They masked off the 

BY peTeR ALeShiRe
Special to the Independent

HOLBROOK — The 
Navajo County Board of 
Supervisors on Tuesday 
approved a controver-
sial zone change in the 
White Mountain Lake 
development near Show 
Low, despite protests by 
neighbors.

The 126-acre zone 
change will replace 126 
acres worth of large-lot 
home zoning with a dense 

cluster of RV parking and 
camping sites. This could 
add 400 people or more 
on the weekends to the 
neighborhood, already 
struggling with a heavy 
influx of visitors who use 
White Mountain Lake.

Neighbors said so many 
new residents will not only 
create traffic problems, 
but overwhelm White 
Mountain Lake, a 268-
acre lake that the existing 
3,300 parcel owners pay 
an annual fee to use. The 
lake has too few parking 
spaces for cars and boats 
already – and has so many 
boats bobbing about on 
the weekend that it’s hard 
to enjoy, said several 
residents who pleaded 
with the supervisors to 
delay approval of the 
zone change or reduce the 
densities.

Both the planning staff 
and the county planning 
commission recommended 
the zone change for a par-
cel known as the “Silver 
Creek Home Sites.” The 
new zoning would include 

AZ’s Capitol Christmas tree comes 
from Heber-Overgaard, see Page A14

Tax evader 
Wynn guilty 
on all counts

Wynn

WM 
Lake 
zone 

change

“I believe a com-
munity is either 
growing or it’s dying. 
But I have many 
concerns about the 
zoning request.”
Jim Cutler, White Mountain 

Lake resident
& former Show Low P & Z 

Commission chairman

Despite protests 
by neighbors

Post Office showing its age
Work starts to 
spruce up old 

building

Photo by Amber Shepard
Crews begin prep work on the old Post Office building. The project is tentatively 
scheduled to be completed by the end of Feb. 2020.

Barbara Bruce/The Independent

Santa photo op for pets
Dressing up or not — though most did — for an annual Christmas photo with 
Santa Claus at Aspen Ridge Animal Hospital in Lakeside, owners brought their 
pets in Dec.6. They received a digital Christmas photo of their pet and the $10 
fee was donated to the Giving Paws Fund, which helps save the lives of ill and 
injured pets within our community.

See WYNN VERDICT, Page A9

See ZONE CHANGE, 
Page A9

See POST OFFICE, 
Page A9


