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PINETOP-LAKESIDE — There 
may not be an official Who’s Who in the 
White Mountains, but you can be sure 
if there was that Roy “Buck” Biddle 
would be in it.

On Easter Sunday, April 12 at ap-
proximately 10:30 a.m. the man who 
was the go-to guy for anybody that 
needed anything, slipped into the arms 
of angels.

Having just spent a day at the hos-
pital the week before due to breathing 
and heart difficulties, which he had ex-
perienced for years, Buck quit breath-
ing on Easter morning. The family he 
lived with administered CPR while 
waiting for the EMTs to arrive, they 
managed to get a pulse and transported 
him to the hospital.

Cindy Simonsen and her son Max, 
along with Mike McLain who shared 
their home with Buck, followed the 
ambulance to the hospital. Though he 
was unconscious, Cindy was in the 
room with Buck and made a number of 
phone calls to the family members and 
friends closest to him, and placed the 
phone to his ear so they could say their 
goodbyes. 

He never regained consciousness.
It has been said more than once 

that Buck had nine lives, based on the 
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1099ea
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With fries and medium drink
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3-day forecast
Today: 64/36. 
Sunny. Saturday: 
60/36. Mostly 
sunny. Sunday: 64/38 Sunny.
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Remembering Buck Biddle: 
Everybody’s buddy

Courtesy Judi Bassett

Remembering everybody’s go-to-guy to “git er done,” Roy “Buck” Biddle 
died on Easter Sunday, April 12 of chronic heart and lung problems. 
Sometimes affectionately called “Radar O’Reilly,” Buck answered needs 
sometimes even before they even surfaced. Pictured with him is his be-
loved Su Su who died before he did. Her ashes will be buried with him at 
Arlington National Cemetery.
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SHOW LOW 
— As cases of the 
coronavirus contin-
ue to increase in Na-
vajo County, some 
agencies have been 
impacted more than 
others. Our local 
firefighters have had 
to work extraordi-
narily hard to keep up with new guidance from lo-
cal, state and federal agencies, prepare themselves 
for the pandemic by seeking personal protective 
equipment (PPE) from any and all sources, and 
work to protect themselves and their families, all 
while continuing to serve our communities.

The Timber Mesa Fire and Medical District has 
reported that as many as 22 of their personnel have 
been exposed to COVID-19, six of whom were 
quarantined originally, and four of whom remain 
quarantined until their symptoms subside for at 
least 72 hours. Chief Bryan Savage stated that he is 
frustrated that all six have not been tested. In fact, 
only one of the affected firefighters was tested by 
Navajo County Health. Another is awaiting test 
results through another source in Phoenix. The 

Timber Mesa 
Fire personnel 
impacted by 
COVID-19

BY Peter aleShire
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NAVAJO COUNTY — 
Faced with an economic 
meltdown and a pandemic, 
the Navajo County Board 
of Supervisors this week 
turned to a familiar face for 
help.

The Supervisors 
approved a $10,000-per-
month contract with retired 
assistant county manager 
Paul Watson to cope with 
the fallout of COVID-19 
— from salvaging econom-
ic development to prying 
money loose from the state 
and federal government.

Watson worked for var-
ious government agencies 
in the White Mountains 
for 31 years before he 

retired last October from 
his job as Navajo County 
Economic Development 
Director. The county at 
that time approved a six-
month contract to keep 
him working on economic 
development issues two 
days a week.

But the board of supervi-
sors brought him back on 
a full-time with a week-
to-week, $120,000 annual 
contract to help cope with 
the economic devastation 
of COVID 19. 

The county has one of 
the highest concentrations 
of COVID-19 in the state, 
which has shut down the 
vital tourism industry. 
Even before the virus 
struck, the county had lost 
hundreds of high-paying 

jobs in mines and coal-
fired power plants.

His new contract posi-
tion will include making 
sure the county gets its 
share of assistance for 
local governments in the 
CARES Act, the $2 trillion 
relief package adopted by 
Congress – mostly to bail 
out businesses and improve 
unemployment benefits 
during the crisis.

The CARES act in-
cluded $150 billion for 
states, tribal governments 
and local governments to 
cover costs related to the 
pandemic. Navajo County 
offers a host of services 
critical to the pandemic 
response, from contact 

Watson signs contract 
to assist county with 
COVID-19 recovery
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On April 14, teachers and staff from St. Johns schools decorated their vehi-
cles and drove around city in a “Teacher’s parade” in order to cheer up their 
students and let them know how much they are missed. 

St. John’s Teacher Parade
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WHITE MOUNTAINS — As 
the number of COVID-19 cases 
continues to climb on the Navajo 
Nation Reservation and the 
White Mountain Apache Tribe, 
the number of cases appears to 
be stable in other White Moun-
tain communities.

But that could be deceptive, 
because very few people across 
the two counties have been tested 
for the virus.

Plus, counts for the number 

of cases from different sources 
don’t always add up, making 
it unclear just how many total 
cases there are.

Navajo County
As of Thursday, Navajo Coun-

ty was reporting 77 cases outside 
of resevations lands in the coun-
ty, and the Arizona Department 
of Health Services (AZDHS) is 
reporting 410 for the county.

The Navajo Nation said that 
they have 288 cases on reserva-
tion lands in Navajo County.

There are at least 10 cases in 
the Winslow area, according to 

AZDHS.
Other areas in the county 

appear to have a minimal number 
of cases. According to the zip 
code database developed by 
AZDHS, Pinetop, Lakeside, 
Show Low and Snowflake all 
have 1 to 5 cases. Heber-Over-
gaard has zero.

But only 1,539 people in Na-
vajo County have been tested.

Apache County
In Apache County, AZDHS is 

reporting 118 cases in the county, 
with 1,101 people tested. But 
the Navajo Nation is reporting 

121 cases on reservation lands in 
Apache County.

Apache County Health Direc-
tor Preston Raban is reporting 
just one case outside of the 
Navajo Nation Reservation in the 
southern portion of the county, 
in Eagar.

No cases have been reported 
in Vernon, Concho, St. Johns, 
Springerville or Alpine.

Navajo Nation Reservation
Navajo Nation President 

Jonathan Nez continues to urge 
people to stay home, after a 57-
hour curfew last weekend. Still 

the number of cases continues 
to spiral upward, with 921 cases 
across the sprawling reserva-
tion, which includes portions of 
Utah, New Mexico and Navajo, 
Apache and Coconino counties 
in Arizona. A total of 83 new cas-
es were reported on Wednesday 
alone.

President Nez worried that 
the stimulus checks that some 
residents were starting to receive 
were drawing people out to go 
shopping.

“We truly thank many of those 

See Biddle, Page A2

South county case count remains stable
See Timber Mesa, Page A7

See COVID-19 update, 

See Watson, Page A7


