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4-DAY SALE – FRI., SAT., SUN., MON.

Offers Valid through September 21, 2020
149lb Pork Shoulder Roast

88¢lb
Gold or Red Potatoes

999ea
Ham and Cheese Melt
With fries and medium drink
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3-day forecast
Today: 82/54. 
partly cloudy, windy. 
Saturday: 80/53. 
Sunny, mostly clear. 
Sunday: 79/52. 
Partly coudy, 10% 
chance of showers.
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IndependentWHITE MOUNTAIN

THE WHITE MOUNTAINS’ AWARD-WINNING NEWSPAPER

BY RT Lynch
Justice Reporter

GILA COUNTY — A White 
Mountain couple faces felony 
charges in connection with the death 
of three children that drowned in 
Tonto Creek last year when Daniel 
Rawlings, 36, the father and uncle to 
the children, allegedly attempted to 
drive across the rain-swollen creek 
on Nov. 29, 2019.

Daniel Rawlings, a local contrac-
tor, is charged with three counts of 
manslaughter, Class 2 felonies and 
seven counts of child abuse, Class 3 
felonies. His wife Lacey Rawlings is 
charged with seven counts of child 
abuse, all Class 3 felonies. The three 
counts of manslaughter against Dan-
iel arise from the death of three of 
the children. The other seven counts 
of child abuse are based on the 
prosecutors’ belief that the couple 
“recklessly permitted (the children) 
to be placed in a situation where the 
person or health of a child is endan-
gered,” according to the complaint.

On Nov. 29, Daniel reportedly 

drove a large, military-style vehicle 
around ‘road-closed’ barricades and 
into the flooded creek at the Bar X 
Crossing with his wife and seven 
children as passengers, according 
to the Gila County Sheriff’s Office. 
The vehicle got stuck in the rising 
waters and three of the children were 
swept downstream. Rawlings’ son 
and daughter Colby, 5, and Willa, 6, 
and their cousin, Austin Rawlings, 
5, drowned. Austin was Daniel’s 
bother’s child.

On Nov. 30, searchers found the 
bodies of Colby and Austin. Willa’s 

body was found Dec. 13 in Roos-
evelt Lake.

The case came on for a hearing last 
Monday in the Gila County Supe-
rior Court, sitting in Globe. Judge 
Timothy M. Wright is assigned to this 
case. The Rawlings were not phys-
ically present, but the attorney for 
Lacey Rawlings, Kathryn G. Ma-
hady of the Flagstaff firm of Aspey, 
Watkins & Diesel, PLLC appeared 
by phone. Daniel is represented by 
Flagstaff lawyer Bruce S. Griffin of 

Rawlings case delayed 
for unusual appeal

Prosecutor wants 
Daniel in jail

until trial

BY LauRa SingLeTon
Staff Writer

PINETOP-LAKE-
SIDE — Three elementary 
students tested positive for 
COVID-19 Monday, Sept. 
14.

The students are siblings 
and contact tracing has 
already been conducted 
by Navajo County Pub-
lic Health and the school 
district.

All three students were 
receiving on-site services 
at school. The district was 
notified of the test results 
by Navajo County Public 
Services then began notify-
ing parents and staff.

The students are quaran-
tining at home since they 
are members of the same 
family.

“We notified everyone 
that may have been in close 
contact with those stu-
dents while they were on 
campus,” said Blue Ridge 
Unified School District #32 
Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Michael L. Wright. 
“We also notified those that 
may have come into con-

tact that was not defined as 
‘close contact.’”

Close contact is de-
scribed as having exposure 
to the symptomatic individ-
ual within six feet and for 
a prolonged period of time 
(typically longer than 15 
minutes).

Prior to school open-
ing in August, the district 
developed a detailed plan 
for resuming instruction. 
The plan has three phases 
which the district can 
move forward or backward 
through, as needed. The 
plan is designed to min-
imize spread of the virus 

Three elementary 
students positive 
for COVID-19

File photo
On November 29, 2019, Colby, Austin & Willa Rawlings were swept 
away by floodwaters at the Bar X Road crossing in Tonto Basin.  Col-
by, age 5 and Willa, age 6, were siblings.  Austin Rawlings, age 5, was 
their cousin. 

BY LauRa SingLeTon
Staff Writer

LINDEN — Census 
Bureau workers are going 
door to door trying to con-
tact people who have not 
yet responded to the 2020 
Census.

Rural areas like the 
White Mountains can be 
difficult for Census takers 
navigating dirt roads with 
signs that may be hard to 
find and addresses that are 
off the beaten path.

A staff member of the In-
dependent ran into a Census 
taker on Saturday, Sept. 12, 
who needed helped finding 
an address. The road was 
rocky, rutted and contained 
three different offshoots to 
the main road. She identi-
fied herself with multiple 
credentials and asked for 
help finding an address.

This scenario is more 
likely to be occurring be-
tween now and the Census 
Bureau deadline of Sept. 
30.

This particular census 
taker conceded to the 
Independent that the White 
Mountains can be tricky 
when it comes to deter-
mining a population count 
because of those that live 
here part of the year.

“Please be patient with 
us,” said the Census taker. 
“We are not ‘the govern-
ment’ and are doing a very 
important job for the U.S. 
Census Bureau.”

September is often the 
time of year when summer 
residents pack it up and re-
treat to their winter homes 
in the Valley, Tucson or 
other warm cities. Dual res-
idency home owners may 
have already filled out a 
Census form for their win-
ter home but their summer 
address may show ‘no re-
sponse.’ Census takers must 
check and double check to 
make sure they have count-
ed every household.

This particular Census 
taker was appreciative of 
the local help she received 
in finding the address of 
a person with two homes, 
two addresses. Then, there 

is the possibly of different 
numbers of residents living 
in each home, depending on 
the season.

The information gathered 
on the Census form or on-
line remains confidential. In 
fact, the information cannot 
be released for publication 
for 72 years, said Kim 
Robinson, a U.S. Census 
Partnership Specialist for 
Northern Arizona. That 
means the information 
won’t be available publical-
ly until 2092.

Census information is 
used in many ways and 
only undertaken by the 
U.S. Census Bureau every 
10 years. Federal funds are 
budgeted according to the 
most recent Census.

For more information:
For information on how 

to fill out a census form 
go to: https://2020census.
gov/en/ways-to-respond.
html. To get information by 
phone, call 844-330-2020.

Census Bureau em-
ployees, both temporary 
decennial employees and 
permanent field representa-
tives, can be identified by 

their Census photo Identi-
fication and one or more of 
the following items:

• Laptop computer with 
a Census Bureau logo

• iPad with a Census 
Bureau logo

• iPhone with a Census 
Bureau logo

• Black canvas bag with 
a Census logo

• If you want to confirm 
that a person visiting an ad-
dress is a legitimate Census 
Bureau employee, please 
call the Dallas Regional 
Census Center at 972-510-
1800.

For any other questions 
regarding field operations, 
the phone number for the 
Flagstaff Area Census 
Office is 928-286-5519. 
The Flagstaff office cov-
ers Mohave, Coconino, 
Yavapai, Gila, Navajo, and 
Apache Counties. For other 
Census-related information, 
call Show Low Planning 
and Zoning Director Justen 
Tregaskes at 928- 532-
4041.

Reach the reporter at  
lsingleton@wmicentral.com 

Please be nice to your local Census taker
Sept. 30 deadline 

approaches

Laura Singleton/The Independent
A Census taker drives along rural dirt road in Navajo 
County looking for a hard to find address. They are 
in the process of contacting residents at addresses 
that, according to state records, haven’t completed 
a Census survey. This Census taker asked that a 
message of patience be passed along to residents 
as they approach residents who haven’t submitted a 
Census survey.

BY LauRa SingLeTon
Staff Writer

SHOW LOW — Timber 
Mesa Fire and Medical 
District (TMFMD) has 
never asked residents of 
the White Mountains to 
vote for a bond before. 
This November will be 
different because the fire 
district is placing an $18 
million bond question 
before the voters.

This bond initiative is 
known as Proposition 428. 

If approved by voters, it 
will support “extensive 
strategic planning from 
our administration and 
recommendations from the 
citizens of the fire district,” 

states the district in their 
bond information sheet.

The average additional 
tax rate needed to fund the 
requested bond amount of 
$18,935,000 breaks down 
to about $0.33 cents per 
$100 of secondary assessed 
property valuation. For 
the average taxpayer this 
equals $33.00 per year on 
a home with an assessed 
value of $100,000.

Based on the value of 
the average home in the 

Timber Mesa fire district, 
the estimated monthly cost 
to the taxpayer is $3.47 per 
month, per household.

What is the money for?
Bond funds will be 

used to develop training 
facilities, improve fire-
fighter safety and security 
and renovate fire stations 
to bring them up to current 
standards. Bond funding 
would also go a long way 
in retiring long-term lease 
purchase obligations and 

replacing fire apparatus 
(trucks and equipment) as 
needed.

“Feasibility studies 
on call volume, response 
times, industry standards 
and training needs have 
been a driving force behind 
many of the projects the 
bond encompasses,” said 
the district. “The other 
priority for the bond is the 
health and safety of our 
citizens and our firefight-
ers.”

“There are five key 
points that we want to 
share with the voters,” 
said TMFMD Chief Bryan 
Savage. “We are the only 
entity in the state that has 
a rate cap so a bond of 
this type provides greater 
capacity in the district’s 
budget.”

The first key point 
revolves around retiring 
long-term lease obligations 

Timber Mesa asks voters for $18M bond
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