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Offers Valid through October 21, 2019

499 
lb

Applewood 
Smoked Patties

88¢ 
ea

Large Hass Avocados

899 
lb

Boar’s Head Turkey, Ham or Cheese
Maple Glazed Honey Coated Ham, Mesquite Wood Smoked 
Turkey Breast, Baby Swiss Cheese, Smoked Gouda Cheese

Aloha Sunshine Turkey Breast ………. $9.49 lb.

USPS Publication 027-520 © 2019  White Mountain Publishing LLC.

VOLUME 111 NUMBER 86

(928) 537-5721

3-day forecast
Friday: 65/37. 
Sunny and 
clear, wind 
gusts as high 
as 31 mph.
Saturday: 67/40. Sunny and 
mostly clear, gusty winds.
Sunday: 61/32. Sunny and clear.
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Photo courtesy of George Marcelonis
The White Mountains offers a picturesque view in October as the aspen trees turn their magnificent golden hues. 
This lucky dog got a front row seat to the autumn colors.

Go for a ride?

BY Trudy Balcom
The Independent

WHITERIVER — A 
man who parachuted out 
of an historic World War 
II-era aircraft over the Fort 
Apache Indian Reserva-
tion a little over a year 
ago has reached an accord 
with the White Mountain 
Apache Tribe that will al-
low a professional search 
team to look for the plane 

that is still missing.
Ron Carlson and Ken 

Franzese were flying a ful-
ly-restored Grumman TBM 
Avenger Navy warplane 
from California to Chicago 
when the plane’s engine 
apparently caught fire east 
of Whiteriver on May 5, 
2018. The two were forced 
to jump from the plane at 
about 1,000 feet above the 
treeline and parachute to 
safety. Each was injured as 

a result of the fall, and had 
to hike some distance be-
fore they were discovered 
by White Mountain Apache 
Tribe employees and taken 
to the hospital at Whiteriv-
er for treatment.

The plane apparent-
ly crashed in a remote 
location, and has not been 
found.

In a joint press release 

Accord will allow search for historic plane
$20,000 reward rescinded on reservation lands Ron Carlson sits on 

the wing of his World 
War II-era Grumman 
TBM Avenger, a Navy 
warplane that was used 
in the Pacific theater. 
The photo was taken in 
California before Carl-
son began the flight that 
ended with the plane’s 
disappearance. He had 
the aircraft completely 
refurbished before it 
crashed somewhere east 
of Whiteriver in May 2018.

File photo

BY laura SingleTon
The Independent

PINEDALE – A 19-year-old Lakeside man 
has been arrested in connection with the alleged 
shooting deaths of two 
domestically owned 
horses found dead near 
Forest Service Road 
9890G in Pinedale.

Ryland Haynes was 
taken into custody by the 
Navajo County Sheriff’s 
Office on Friday, Oct. 
11 and has been charged 
with disorderly conduct 
involving weapons, 
unlawful killing of 
livestock and criminal 
damage, according to a news release issued by Na-
vajo County Sheriff’s Office (NCSO) on Monday, 
Oct. 14.

The arrest comes less than two weeks after dep-
uties were dispatched to a forested area near Capps 
Ranch Road, north of State Route 260.

On Monday, Sept. 30, deputies responded to a 
report from an unidentified party that discovered 
the deceased animals. The following day, NCSO 
issued a news release confirming the horses were 
in fact domesticated and were privately owned 

livestock.
On October 1, the 

Sheriff’s Office request-
ed assistance from the 
Arizona Department of 
Agriculture Livestock 
Field Office. Necropsies 
were performed the fol-
lowing day and “projec-
tiles were removed from 
both carcasses,” accord-
ing to NCSO Sheriff 
David Clouse during a 
brief phone interview 
with the Independent on 

BY rT lynch
The Independent

ST. JOHNS — Sixteen year-old 
accused murderer Joshua Richard-
son of Concho will plead guilty on 
November 4 in the Apache County 
Superior Court. The announcement 
came late Wednesday afternoon as 

visiting Judge 
Robert Higgins 
from Navajo 
County conclud-
ed the second 
lengthy settle-
ment conference 
between the 
parties. The 
first settlement 
conference last 

month produced no results.
Richardson, who was 14 at the 

time, was charged as an adult.
Richardson is accused of murder-

ing Terrilynne Collins, 55, a wife 
and mother, at the Collins’ family 
retreat in Concho on October 3, 
2017. At the time, Richardson was a 
neighbor. He was also charged with 
burglary, aggravated assault, at-
tempted armed robbery and attempt-
ed theft. He has been held without 
bond in a juvenile jail facilty in 
Coconino County.

Present at the conference were 

See PLANE, Page A5

Arrest made 
in shooting 

death of two 
domestic horses
More arrests may be pending

Laura Singleton/The Independent
A mare and yearling pause from grazing in 
the Heber Wild Horse Territory on the Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forests. Law enforcement 
agencies have not yet determined if the two 
domestic horses shot and killed on Septem-
ber 30 are related to the year-long investiga-
tion into the shooting deaths of more than 10 
Heber Wild Horses.

“This has not 
been a simple 
case to investi-
gate. As of today, 
we are still gath-
ering evidence 
to make the best 
case possible for 
prosecution.”

Randy Moffitt,          
Chief Deputy

NCSO

BY PeTer aleShire
Special to the Independent

WHITE MOUNTAINS — Last 
week’s massive blackout in California 
spurred by wildfire fears sounds a grim 
warning for Arizona.

Bankrupted Pacific Gas and Electric 
cut power to 750,000 
homes, potentially a 
multi-billion-dollar hit 
to the economy, for 
fear high winds would 
knock down power 
lines and start a fire.

Here, forest thin-
ning advocates are still 
struggling to convince 
the Arizona Corpora-
tion Commission that a 
biomass-burning man-
date would help protect 
billions in electrical 
infrastructure – and 
reduce soaring liability.

This isn’t some 
vague hypothetical 
scenario.

In Calfornia, a 
wildfire apparently 
sparked by a downed 
power line consumed 
Paradise, California, killing more than 
80 people. In recent years, electrical 
lines have caused at least 21 fires that 
have killed more than 100 people and 
burned tens of thousands of homes.

The largest power company in Cal-
ifornia filed for bankruptcy protection 
in the wake of those fires, estimating 
its potential liability at $30 billion.

So when strong, dry winds picked 
up last week, PG&E shut off power to 
a vast swath of Northern California for 
days.

APS says they take the threat of 
Wildfires seriously.

“Wildfires are an issue we take very 
seriously and that’s why we have an 

aggressive fire miti-
gation program that 
includes significant 
vegetation manage-
ment efforts. We 
clear vegetation 
around our wooden 
utility power poles 
and anchor wires 
in the wildland-ur-
ban interface, to 
help minimize the 
danger of wildfires. 
This also creates 
Defensible Space 
Around Poles 
(DSAP) – an area 
around a structure 
where fuels and 
vegetation are 
treated, cleared or 
reduced to slow the 
spread of wildfire. 
Specially trained 

forestry and program teams maintain 
safe clearances along 11,400 miles of 
distribution lines and over 6,000 miles 
of transmission lines to reduce wildfire 
risks. This includes keeping the lines 
clear of vegetation and maintaining a 
ten-foot clearing radius around high-

Richardson 
to plead 
guilty

California blackout poses 
grim lesson for Arizona

Richardson

See BLACKOUT, Page A5

“Wildfires are an issue we 
take very seriously and 
that’s why we have an 
aggressive fire mitigation 
program that includes 
significant vegetation 
management efforts. We 
clear vegetation around 
our wooden utility power 
poles and anchor wires in 
the wildland-urban inter-
face, to help minimize the 
danger of wildfires.

APS

Haynes

See RICHARDSON, Page A7

See ARREST,    
Page A2


