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3-day weather forecast
Tuesday: 45/28.Rain and 
snow showers likely, windy. 
Chance of precipitation 90%.
Christmas Day: 37/24. A 
50% chance of snow show-
ers, mostly cloudy and windy
Thursday: 40/26. A 30% chance of snow 
showers, mainly after 11 a.m. Partly sunny. 
Cloudy in the evening with a 40% chance of 
snow showers.

The Independent 
office will be closed 
Wednesday, Dec. 25, 
in observance of the 
Christmas holiday. 
We wish you 
and your family 
a Merry Christmas!
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BY Amber ShepArd
Special to the Independent

ST. JOHNS — Fourth 
grader Valerie Romero is 
just like most nine-year-old 
girls in the area. She goes 
to St. Johns Middle School, 
plays with her friends, 

paints her nails, and she 
plays violin in music class. 
But, until recently, no one 
knew just how good of a 
violin player she really is. 
That was because Valerie 
was born a little differ-
ently and did not have the 
availability of both of her 

hands, which is necessary 
to play the instrument. 
But that all changed this 
month, thanks to local 
resident Nate Kellogg.

Kellogg’s children – 
Carter, Emily and Clara 
– came home from school 
one afternoon and told 
him about a special little 
girl with one arm who 
needed help holding her 
violin and bow at the same 
time. During class, she 

could only practice the 
fingering of the notes, but 
could not play along like 
everyone else could due 
to this limitation. Kellogg, 
an apprentice mechanic at 
the Tucson Electric Power 
plant, knew he had to find 
a way to help Valerie.

Kellogg began to look 
at his various tools at work 
and asked his coworkers 

Making spirits bright this season
Apprentice 
mechanic, 

veteran makes 
thermoplastic 

mold
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Valerie Romero, 9, can play the violin by herself, 
thanks to Nate Kellogg, father of three children.

BY LAurA SingLeton
The Independent

SHOW LOW — 
Great-grandma Judy Clark 
of Show Low, has been 
secretly planning a surprise 
coming home for her son, 
Army Command Sgt. Ma-
jor Frank Rael. He’s been 
stationed in Hawaii for 
several months and hasn’t 
even seen where the family 
is living now because they 
moved to a home just out-
side Show Low in August 
while he was overseas.

Rael’s wife, Kelly, and 
their three children moved 
and got settled in the new 
house all by themselves. 
The decision was made 
to move to Show Low 
because that’s where Frank 
wants to hang his hat in 
retirement.

This is where Great 
Grandma Judy Clark 
comes in.

“Frank hasn’t even seen 
where the family is living,” 
says Clark. “We want to 
surprise the family by get-
ting him home for Christ-
mas. Right now they think 
he can’t come home,” she 
explained last week.

Clark convinced the 
family to get together with 
her for breakfast at Show 

Low Cafe Monday, Dec. 
23. He walked into the 
dining area in a Santa suit 
where about 14 family 
members were seated.

At first, they didn’t 
recognize him. Much to 
his wife’s surprise, he 
kissed her through his 
fluffy white beard and the 

mystery was revealed.
His three sons, Sean, 

Ari and Matthew blinked 
several times, looking at 
one another for assurances 
that it was true — Dad is 
home for Christmas!

Reach the reporter at  
lsingleton@wmicentral.com 

Great grandmother brings Dad 
home for Christmas

Laura Singleton/The Independent
Command Sergeant Major Frank Rael surprises his 
family for Christmas. His youngest son, Matthew, 6, hugs 
dad while mom, Kelly, is teary-eyed in the background.

The gift of music …

“I did some research 
online and figured 
out what to do, but I 
didn’t have the tools 
to do what [prosthe-
sis makers] do. So, 
I did the next best 
thing …”

Nate Kellogg

… and family

BY mike Leiby
Special to the Independent

LAKESIDE — Solterra 
Senior Living has a very 
special lady with a very 
special Christmas tradition 
living at the assisted living 
home.

Jean Reed, a former 
teacher of Cortez, Colora-
do, started her tradition of 
making teddy bear Christ-
mas trees 29 years ago 
because of her 
husband, who 
died in 2010.

Vernon and 
Jean Reed were 
married in 
1953. Jean said 
her husband 
always had a 
hard time pick-
ing Christmas 
gifts for her, 
but knew she 
was very fond 
of teddy bears.

Every year 
one of the gifts 
she would get 
from him was a 
teddy bear.

Over the years they 
began to pile up, so Jean 
decided in 1990 to build 
a Christmas tree of teddy 
bears.

When others found out 
about it they wanted to be 
part of the fun.

“My students started 
bringing in some of their 
own, so I started putting 
them on the tree,” Jean 
said.

That is when the 
tradition really began 
because every year after 
that she and her students 
would build a teddy bear 
Christmas tree in the 
classroom with new ted-
dy bears becoming part 
of it every year.

In the course of Ver-
non and Jean’s 57 year 
marriage they had four 
children.

One son, Mark, was 
killed in 1984, Jean said, 

when a group 
of pizza 
restaurant chain 
officials were 
taken on an 
airplane flight 
by Mark, who 
was a pilot by 
profession, 
when the plane 
crashed and 
everyone was 
killed.

Jean still has 
two children, 
one in Show 
Low and an-
other in Grand 

Junction, Colorado, along 
with a grandchild.

Jean said she would 
take the wire frame she 
made to attach the teddy 
bears everywhere she and 
Vernon moved over the 
years. When they were 
living in Tucson, a friend 
made her a PVC pipe 
frame that is much more 
manageable and can be 
broken down and set up 
quickly.

That is the one she uses 
now.

When it came time for 
another move after Jean 
retired from teaching, she 
said prayer led her to Show 
Low, and of course the 
teddy bear Christmas tree 
tradition came with her.

She has been living at 
Solterra for a year now. 
But the tradition did not 
stop. Jean took all of the 
teddy bears she collected 
over the years, about 130 
of them, and put them in 
a storage shed at Solterra 
nearly filling it to the brim.

When the people who 
run Solterra found out 
about Jean’s tradition they 
were more than happy to 
accommodate it, and even 
brought in some of their 

own teddy bears to add 
to it.

The beautiful teddy 
bear Christmas tree can 
be seen at Solterra. Any-
one can visit and even 
take a photo of it if they 
choose.

Jean said one of the 
most special teddy bears 
on the tree is one with 
the year 2010 embroi-
dered on the right paw, 
the year Vernon died.

Jean says that every 
time she sees a teddy bear 
it reminds her of Vernon 
and all of the students who 
would help build her teddy 
bear Christmas trees every 
Christmas.

Reach the reporter at  
mleiby@wmicentral.com

CHRISTMAS TRADITION

Solterra resident 
can’t ‘bear’ 

living without 
special tree
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Solterra Senior Living resident Jean Reed, 85, 
stands next to her cherished teddy bear Christmas 
tree that has been a tradition for 29 years.

“One of the most 
special teddy 
bears on the 
tree is one with 
the year 2010 
embroidered on 
the right paw, 
the year Vernon 
died.”

Jean Reed
Solterra resident

BY LAurA SingLeton
The Independent

SHOW LOW — Last 
week, Firehouse Subs 
restaurant in Show Low 
hosted a dedication 
ceremony to present over 
$54,000 in combined 
grants to three local fire 
and police departments. 
The awarded funds orig-
inate from grant requests 
submitted to Firehouse 
Subs Public Safety Foun-
dation.

Of the three grants, two 
were presented to Apache 
County agencies and one 
was presented to a Navajo 
County agency.

Springerville Police 
Department in Apache 
County purchased seven 
ballistic shields valued 
at $4,095.01. Greer Fire 
District, also in Apache 
County, was awarded 
$35,882.24 to purchase 

TNT Storm Extrication 
Equipment which included 
a spreader, cutter, Cumbi 
tool, ram and accessories. 
And, Timber-Mesa Fire 
& Medical District in Na-
vajo County was awarded 
$14,215.74 to purchase gas 
detectors and accessories.

“Because of the gen-
erous donations of our 
customers, we are able 
to continue giving back 
in this way,” explained 
Show Low Firehouse Subs 
manager and franchisee 
Michelle Shrader.

Customers can donate 
to the foundation in 
several ways. They can 
round up their receipt 
total, donating right at 
the register. They can also 
purchase the used (but 
clean) five gallon pickle 
buckets right in the store 

Firehouse Subs 
awards over 54K 
in grants to local 

fire, police
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Springerville Chief of Police Mike C. Nuttall holds 
one of several of ballistic shields which will protect 
officers from gunfire. They purchased the shields with 
grant funding awarded by the Firehouse Subs Public 
Safety Foundation. Firehouse Subs staff are on his 
left and store manager and Franchisee Michelle 
Shrader is on his right.
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