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Kid’s Q 
Youth who entered the Kid’s Q hamburger grilling contest brought their entries 
in for judging at the 2019 Rib Burn held Aug. 31 in Springerville. This year, all 10 
Kid’s Q teams walked away with their own grill and two bags of charcoal, thanks 
to Lowe’s Home Improvement, as well as $75 to each team, in memory of Drew 
Moore. Actor and ex-NFL player Drew Moore was in town to help kick off this 
year’s festivities, but according to Chief Mike Nuttal of the Springerville Police De-
partment, tragically passed away Thursday night from a possible brain aneurysm.
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3-day weather  forecast
Friday: 86/59.A 20% chance 
of showers and thunderstorms, 
mainly after noon, otherwise 
mostly sunny.
Saturday: 84/58. A 50%  
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms, otherwise mostly sunny.
Sunday: 83/56. A 20% chance of showers and 
thunderstorms, otherwise mostly sunny.

Outdoors
An exceptional late 
Summer day with 

contributor Barb Davis
see Page B2

Equine rescue humbled by 
open house attendance 

see Page B13
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INSIDE: Football 2019. 
Analysis of high school varsity 
teams in the White Mountains

Battle of the Bands 
& Vans: 

Music and food competition  
See Page A2

BY RT Lynch
The Independent

HOLBROOK— It’s fair to 
say that Tate’s Auto Group is 
finished. 

The legal jeopardy entangling 

the four companies the public 
has come to know as the Tate 
dealerships has now ensnared 
Linda Tate and her son, Richard 
Berry and his wife, Amy, as 
individuals.

In March 2019, Tate 
Ford-Lincoln Mercury, Inc., 
Tate’s Auto Center of Gallup, 
Inc., Tate’s Automotive, Inc. and 
Tate’s Auto Center of Winslow, 
Inc. filed for bankruptcy pro-
tection seeking to reorganize its 
debts in a combined Chapter 11 

proceeding in Tuscon Bankrupt-
cy Court. The filing came just 
weeks after the companies and 
others were sued in the Navajo 
County Superior Court by Ford 
Motor Credit Company, LLC, 
for about $22 million.

The Ford suit was the latest in 
a series of Tate’s legal troubles 
— a total of three lawsuits.  

The Federal Trade Com-
mission in July, 2018, sued the 
companies and Berry alleging 
they had, since at least 2014, 

falsified financing applications 
submitted by customers, falsified 
down payment information and 
“disseminated deceptive adver-
tisements,” according to the FTC 
complaint. 

The bankruptcy case stopped, 
or “stayed” all the lawsuits — 
the idea is to allow a struggling 
enterprise to reorganize its 
affairs and become profitable 
again. Berry was in charge of the 
companies through the reorgani-
zation.

But the reorganization never 
happened. In July, Bankruptcy 
Judge Brenda Whinery con-
verted the cases from a reorga-
nization to a liquidation (under 
Chapter 7 of the bankruptcy 
code) noting the lack of transpar-
ency, the failure to file required 
monthly reports with the court, 
and the lack of “leadership at the 
helm” of the reorganization. The 
final report of the Chapter 11 

Tate’s: Berry, others, sued for dealership debts

BY Mike Leiby
Special to the Independent

ARIZONA — The U.S. 
Marshal’s Service is offering 
a $20,000 reward for infor-
mation leading to the arrest 
of escaped murder suspects 
Blane and Susan Barksdale, 
ages 56 and 59 respectively.

A manhunt in Arizona has 
been ongoing since Aug. 30 
without results, frustrating 
those trying to find the two 
murder suspects. With a 
bounty of $10,000 for each, 
law enforcement hopes to get 
a tip that will let them catch 
the Barksdales before anyone 
gets hurt.

U.S. Deputy Marshal 
Michael Adams said they are 
getting a lot of tips, but none 
that have panned out.

The fugitives from justice 
escaped private company 
security guards in Blanding, 
Utah Aug. 30 while the 
guards were transporting 
them from Henrietta, New 
York, to Tucson as suspects 
in the first degree murder of 
72-year-old Tucson resident 
Frank Bilgh.

David Gonzales, the U.S. 
Marshal for Arizona, told the 
Associated Press that Susan 
feigned an intestinal problem 
during a stop in southern 
Utah. She and Blane then 
charged the guards, over-
powered them, and bound 
them with shoelaces before 
putting them in the back of a 
transport van with an uniden-
tified third inmate.

Gonzales said the Barks-

dales then stole money from 
the guards, but missed a 
handgun inside a lock box. 
He said they then drove the 
van to Vernon where they 
got a red GMC truck from 
a “friend” who has not been 
charged but is still being 
questioned. It is unknown 
if they are still driving that 
truck, have abandoned it, or 
are driving something else.

Victim’s body 
still missing

Victim Frank Bligh’s 
house in the 3500 block of 
South Calexico Avenue in 
Tucson reportedly suffered 
an explosion sometime 
during the day he was 
killed, on April 16. His 
car was found abandoned 
April 17 on South Wilmot 
Road in Tucson, but his 
body has reportedly never 
been found. Authorities said 
that evidence found in his 
abandoned car indicate he is 
probably dead.

Tucson Police Department 
investigators filed charges 

of first degree murder, first 
degree burglary, arson of an 
occupied structure, felony 
criminal damage and auto 
theft against Blane and Susan 
Barksdale.

Blane also has a charge of 
prohibited possessor in pos-
session of weapons attached 
to his arrest warrant.

Apache County 
connection

It was first thought 
that the Barksdales had 
escaped near St. Johns 
in Apache County. But 
it was soon evident that 
they had escaped in Utah 
and drove the van they 
were being transported in to 
Vernon where they met with 
a person who gave them 
a red GMC Sierra pickup, 
Arizona license 127XTY, 
with damage to the front 
passenger side and rear 
bumper.

Fugitive murder 
suspects still on the loose

Laura Singleton/The Independent

Turning lemons into lemonade
Dezara Riggins, 12, of Show Low, sells lemonade 
and a strawberry-lemonade blend in her family’s 
Show Low driveway. “It’s my third time doing this,” 
said Riggins. “I got the idea to help me buy school 
supplies like markers, pens, pencils and a backpack. 
I’m going to get some new shoes next.”

BY LauRa SingLeTon
The Independent

SHOW LOW — Chanc-
es are, you’ve seen it.

If you ask any daily 
driver that travels White 
Mountain Road/SR260 
in Show Low about “the 
cabin on the hill,” they 
recognize the unfinished, 
two-story cabin that has 
been a fly in the ointment 
for residents living in the 
same neighborhood.

In February, builder and 
developer, Bill Haltom, 
of Creative Development, 
appeared before the Show 
Low Planning and Zoning 
Commission, asking 
asking for a zoning change 
from “general commer-
cial” (C-2) to “single-fam-
ily residential” (R1-15) 
for the cabin on Meadow 

View Place.
In consideration of 

concerns expressed by 
residents in the area, the 
Planning and Zoning 
Commission and the Show 
Low City Council ap-
proved the zoning change 
with a timeframe stipula-
tion requiring completion 
of the outside of the build-
ing within 90 days.

As of Tuesday, Sept. 
3, the cabin/building 
appears the same as it did 
in February, with only the 
frame and white tar paper 
(vapor barrier) attached to 
the outside.

Haltom has repeated-
ly met resistance from 
neighborhood residents, 
including some who 
spoke during the March 5 
council meeting to share 
their concerns about the 

unfinished structure.
On July 18, a neighbor-

hood meeting was held 
by the City of Show Low 
to inform area residents 
about a possible reversion 
of the zoning change due 
to non-compliance with 
the original zoning change 
stipulation. Additionally, 
a public hearing was held 
on August 27 in which 
residents were mailed 
notices and provided the 
opportunity to attend or 
respond.

Now, six months later 
after the requested zoning 
change, the issue has again 
come before the commis-
sion and council as a result 
of Haltom’s non-compli-
ance with the original zon-
ing stipulation. Following 
the August public hearing, 
the commission voted 
unanimously to recom-
mend to the city council 
that the zoning Ordinance 
2019-04 remain in effect 

with some conditions re-
maining. They also agreed 
to recommend deletion of 
condition number 6 which 
required completion of the 
outside of the structure 
within 90 days.

Condition number 6 
appears most significant 
because the commission 
recommended that it “be 
deleted.” It reads: “appli-
cant agrees to complete 
the exterior of the building 
within 90 days.”

The zoning change 
request appeared on Tues-
day’s council agenda for 
discussion and a vote. It 
did not go unnoticed that 
Haltom did not attend the 
council meeting.

The discussion began 
with Councilman Crit-
tenden asking Planning 
and Zoning Commission 
Director Justen Tregas-
kes, “60 days, 90 days 

Blane and Susan Barksdale

See DEBTS, Page A8

See FUGITIVES,   
Page A8

One step forward, two steps back?
Unfinished cabin’s zoning 

remains residential

THE CABIN ON THE HILL

See CABIN, Page A8

Could be on the 
hook for $20 million


