
BY Peter Aleshire
Special to The Independent

Think again, please, please, 
think again.

That’s what Navajo County 
hopes voters will do in the next 
few weeks before marking their 
ballots on Proposition 421, 
which once again asks voters 
to boost the sales tax to avert a 
financial meltdown.

Mail-in ballots for Prop 
421 should hit mailboxes in a 
couple of weeks.

The measure would raise the 

sales tax by one-third of a cent 
throughout the county. This 
would generate about $3.5 mil-
lion, with roughly $2.5 million 
going to Navajo County and 
roughly $1 million going to the 
various towns that utilize key 
county services, said assistant 
county manager Bryan Layton.

Perhaps that doesn’t sound 
like a great big deal.

But it is.

For starters, Navajo County 
has struggled through years 
of budget cuts thanks to the 
recession and the state legisla-
ture’s decision to shift millions 
in state costs onto the backs of 
the struggling counties. Navajo 
County has cut its workforce 
by 16 percent, stripping almost 
every discretionary program to 
the bone.

Now, the imminent closure 

of the Peabody Coal Mine will 
cost the county another $1.6 
million in sales tax revenues. 
Moreover, the proposed shut-
down of the Arizona Public 
Service Cholla coal-fired power 
plant will cost the county 
another $1 million in lost reve-
nue, said Layton.

If voters reject Prop. 421, 
it will trigger a crisis in the 
county’s general fund and 
deep, across-the-board cuts in 
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3-day weather  forecast
Friday: 89/60.A slight chance of thunderstorms after noon. Chance of 

precipitation is 20%. South southwest wind 5 to 
10 mph.
Saturday: 89/60. A slight chance of precipitation 
otherwise mostly sunny. South wind 7 to 10 mph 
becoming west to northwest in the afternoon.
Sunday: 90/60. Partly sunny to mostly cloudy, 
chance of precipitation is 30% mainly after 

noon. Chance of precipitation mainly after midnight.
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BY rt lynch
The Independent

TUCSON — The Arizona 
Bankruptcy Court tasked with 
overseeing the reorganization 
of the four Tate’s automotive 
companies has ordered all four 
cases to be liquidated instead of 
reorganized.

Judge Brenda Moody Whin-
ery’s July 11 order takes the com-
panies out of Chapter 11 of Title 
11 of United States Code which 
gives companies debt relief and 
protection from creditors while it 
reorganizes.

Chapter 7 of Title 11 governs 
the total liquidation of a debtor’s 
non-exempt assets, and the Tate’s 
cases have been converted to a 
Chapter 7, including Tate’s Auto 
Center of Gallup, Inc.; Tate’s 
Automotive, Inc.; Tate’s Auto 
Center of Winslow, Inc. and Tate’s 
Ford-Lincoln-Mercury, Inc.

How bankruptcy works
Capitalist economies encour-

age debt and risk-taking because 
such activities create wealth. But 
because of a number of reasons, 
including poor management 
or simply bad luck, not every 
risk-taker succeeds. When they 
don’t, bankruptcy relief allows 
the risk taker to wipe the slate 
clean, and get second chance to 
live another day in the dog-eat-
dog economic system that has 
historically produced prosperous 
and wealthy societies.

There are basically two kinds 
of bankruptcy. The most common 
and typically used by consumers 
is Chapter 7. In that case, the one 
who files (the debtor) gets to keep 
most of what they need to start 
over including a residence, vehi-
cle, furnishings, clothing, retire-
ment fund, and unique to Arizona, 
a shotgun, bible and burial plot. 
Bankruptcy is a federal law but 
allows the states to come up with 
their own list of “exempt” prop-
erty — that is, property exempt 
from the reach of creditors. Under 
that chapter, unsecured debt — 
debt for which the debtor didn’t 
put up collateral is “discharged.” 
Most of it anyway, besides funds 
owed to government, of course, 
like taxes, criminal or civil fines 
and most student loans. Most 
everything else is discharged, if 
there was no fraud involved. It’s 
strong medicine and it works, al-
though it wrecks a debtor’s credit 
rating for a number of years.

A Chapter 11 reorganization is 
typically used by business entities 
to reorganize its debt to become 
profitable again. For example, a 
company could have millions of 
dollars in assets like land, build-
ings, machinery and accounts 

Tate’s to 
liquidate

Courtesy photo
Johnny Johnson reeled in a catfish of a lifetime at Roosevelt Lake while 
fishing an American Bass night tournament that he won with partner 
Matt Shura.

Catch 
of the 
day

BY BArBArA Bruce
The Independent

ALPINE — Shop local 
has been a buzz word for 
many years in the White 
Mountain community. 
People who live here know 
the importance of buying 
from their 
neighbors.

Turns out 
the same is 
true about 
musicians. 
Their music 
is also a 
product and 
they sell their 
craft — often 
— for next to 
nothing just to get to play.

As Bob Dylan told us in 
song, “The Times They Are 
A Changin,” and on Sat-
urday, July 20, from noon 
until closing, debuts the first 
White Mountains Music 
Festival (WMMF) in Alpine 
with local musicians only.

The WMMF is the 
brainchild of Brent Ras-

mussen who started his 
own band, Heber Ridge, 
just because he wanted to 
play.

“I wanted to perform 
at a festival, but there 
weren’t any that were 
doing quite what I wanted. 
That is to say, showcasing 

local White 
Mountain 
musicians. The 
Alpine Blues 
Festival pulled 
in a bunch 
of out-of-
towners, and 
the Flagstaff 
Blues Festival 
also almost 
exclusively 
books nation-

al acts. I get it — that’s 
what draws the crowd, 
I suppose. But there are 
so many awesome bands 
and performers right here, 
local, and I thought that 
maybe we could put on our 

New music 
festival features 

home grown talent

KEEPIN’ IT LOCAL

Navajo County faces budget crisis
Officials would have to cut staff by 20% 

if voters again reject Prop. 421

BY Mike leiBy
The Independent

NAVAJO & APACHE 
COUNTIES — A celebration of 
the past and the present and one 
of the most anticipated annual 
events are the Snowflake-Taylor 
Pioneer Days and the St. Johns 
Pioneer Days celebrations.

St. Johns resident of 60 years, 
Kevin Lee, is a descendent of 
one of the first families who 
came from Salt Lake City as 
a Mormon pioneer back in the 
mid 19th century. Lee said his 
family first settled in the Greer 
area, naming it Lee Valley. 
After some potato and vegeta-
ble farming in Nutrioso, they 
eventually settled in St. Johns 
and have been there since.

His family came “way 
back when the pioneers 
(LDS Church members under 
Brigham Young) came to the 
area an started doing things 
like building dams and irri-
gation ditches for farming 
after Hispanic peoples started 
settling the area years before 
that,” Lee said.

Lee said some of the first 
LDS pioneers went back to 
Utah almost immediately, tell-
ing Brigham Young that the area 
was inhospitable and people 

could not live there. But, Lee 
said, some stayed on, worked 
the land, and even when dams 
burst and times got hard they 
stayed and made St. Johns into 
the “great” community it is now.

That, he said, that is what 
Pioneer Days is all about.

Snowflake Pioneer Days 
events: ‘The Good Life’

Friday
The Silver Creek Little The-

ater and Dance Amor presents 
“Newsies” today and tomorrow 
at 7 p.m. in the high school au-
ditorium with tickets $7-$10 at 

the door and $7-$8 if purchased 
presale by going to www.sclthe-
ater.org.

From 10 a.m.-2 p.m. people 
can tour pioneer homes free of 
charge.

From noon-5 p.m. is the 
Boutique and Quilt Show with 
a $2 admission fee; the Arts & 
Crafts Festival 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at Frederickson Park, free 
admission.

One of the things that draws 
many to the annual celebration, 
the Snowflake Rodeo, taking 
place tonight at 7 p.m. at the 
Taylor Rodeo Grounds at $5 
per person and kids 5 and under 
free.

Also at 7 p.m. is a melo-
drama, “The Villain’s Folly” 
or “Happiness is More Than 
Words” at the Social Hall at 
First North and First West.

Before that at 5 p.m. though 
is “Jerusalem,” a musical story 
of faith at the Snowflake High 
School Auditorium with a cost 
of $6 for adults, $3 for ages 16 
and under.

Fireworks take place in two 
locations, the Taylor Rodeo 
Grounds and at Frederickson Park 
in Snowflake starting at 9 p.m.

Pioneer Days celebrations this weekend

Trudy Balcom/The Independent 
Honoring the courage and tribulations of the Mormon Hand-
cart Emigrants was a popular parade theme at the St. Johns 
Pioneer Days parade 2017.
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