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3-DAY SALE – TUE., WED., THURS.

Offers Valid through May 06, 2021

99¢lb Chicken Thighs
Value pack, frozen/thawed

Mother’s Day Decorated
Double Layer Cakes
8 inch

Large Avocados 1099
ea

99¢ea
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3-day forecast
Today: Sunny, 
winds up to 20 
mph; 74/42. 
Wednesday: Sunny, 
winds up to 17 
mph; 78/44; Thursday: More 
sunshine, winds up to 28 mph; 
82/48 
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BY BarBara Bruce
Staff Writer

CIBECUE — According 
to a social media post by 
BIA Forestry & Wildland 
Fire Management, Fort 
Apache Agency, the Cibe-
cue Mill Fire, located near 
the old sawmill in Cibecue, 
began on April 21. When 
the fire jumped the creek 
on April 23, power had to 
be shut off to prevent haz-
ardous conditions. With no 
power to the wells, a water 
shortage resulted.

The White Mountain 
Apache Tribe Police 
Department advised 
citizens that fire fighters 
were aggressively working 
to contain the fire. They 
asked residents to use 
alternative routes such as 
South Cooley Road due 
to the location of the fire, 

and asked non-residents to 
avoid the community.

Chairwoman Gwendena 
Lee-Gatewood announced 
on her Saturday morning 
Facebook show that the 
bulldozer managed to get 
control of the fire on April 

23 and said it was con-
tained in that area.

“Everything is being 
mopped up in that area but 
the sawdust just slowly 
continues to burn,” said 
Lee-Gatewood. “They 
have our resources on it 

and I just want to thank 
Bashas’ grocery stores and 
the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints for 
their semi truckload of wa-
ter for the community.”

Cibecue Mill Fire creates 
water shortage

Bashas’ and 
Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter 
Day Saints save 

the day

Courtesy photo
Distributing much needed water to the Cibecue community following the Sawmill 
Fire, Bashas’ grocery stores and missionaries for the Church of Jesus Christ and 
the Latter-day Saints teamed up to fill a critical need for the WMAT community.

BY rT Lynch
Justice Reporter

TAYLOR — The law-
suit against the Town of 
Taylor by residents over 
what they claimed was a 
number of improprieties 
by town officials over the 
so-called Taylor Business 
Park near its airport, has 
been dismissed. According 
to a stipulation by both 
sides filed with the Navajo 
County Superior Court in 
February, they asked the 
court to dismiss the case 
with prejudice with each 
side to bear their own 
legal fees and costs. “With 
prejudice” means that the 
same parties cannot urge 
the same points again in 
the future. In March, the 
court returned to the plain-
tiffs the $12,000 bond that 
they had posted in support 
of an injunction against 
the town from taking any 
action on the project until 
the matter was settled. 
Now it has been settled 
by the court’s dismissal of 
the suit.

Background
The master plan for 

Taylor Airport, sometimes 
called the Taylor Business 
Park was put into action 
in October 2002, when 
the Taylor Town Coun-
cil approved the capital 
improvement program for 
the endeavor.

It wouldn’t be “an 
industrial park, but a 
business technical park,” 
said then-Airport Manager 
Richard Prior about plans 
to develop the 100-plus 
acres southeast of the 
airport which the town 
bought from the Palmer 
Family Trust in 2003. “We 
want to bring in clean 
industries that offer higher 
salaries. It would really 
help our economy,” he 
told the council. Planners 

envisioned green spaces, 
recreation areas, day-
care centers and even a 
movie theater. The runway 
would be strengthened to 
accommodate Lear jets; 
new hangars and taxiway 
lights would be built. Best 
of all, the federal govern-
ment would pay for 91% 
of the $2.5 million cost, 
with the town paying only 
$115,000, believed the 
planners.

Now, almost 19 years 
later, there is no business 
park, and on May 4, 2020, 
Taylor residents, property 
owners and taxpayers sued 
the town. The plaintiffs 
were Aaron and Gary Sol-
omon, Marion Hatch and 
Richard and Alice Franco; 
the defendant is Town of 
Taylor Municipal Property 
Corporation. Plaintiffs 
alleged in the suit that the 
town made illegal, uncon-
stitutional gifts to insiders, 
had an impermissible 
conflict of interest, and 
used illegal parliamen-
tary maneuvers to move 
things along, including 
violating Arizona’s open 
meeting law. The Arizona 
attorney general in May 
2019 produced written 
findings that the town had 
indeed violated the open 
meetings law in two out 
of three alleged incidents 
with regard to the business 
park.

Plaintiffs also asked for 
an injunction to stop the 
town from taking further 
action on the project until 
a court could sort it all 
out, and piece by piece, 
the court did.

The dispute
At the heart of the 

dispute is Hatch Devel-
opment LLC (“Hatch”), 
reportedly owned by Jason 

Taylor business 
park suit dismissed

Courtesy Photo
A COVID-19 Memorial was held by the Navajo County Board of Supervisors Meeting on April 27th. They 
planted a white rosebush in honor of the 525 Navajo County residents who lost their lives to COVID-19. 
Pictured, in front starting left are Sheriff David Clouse, Vice Chairwoman Dawnafe Whitesinger and 
Supervisor Alberto L. Peshlakai. In the back are, from left, Chairman Daryl Seymore, Supervisor Jason 
Whiting, and Health Director Janelle Linn.

Remembering those lost to COVID-19

BY PeTer aLeshire
Special to the Independent

The US Bureau of Rec-
lamation last week warned 
water users to brace for a 
500,000 acre-foot cut in 
water from the Colorado 
River as a historic drought 
continues to tighten its grip 
on the Southwest.

The cutback comes on 
top of a 200,000 acre-foot 
reduction Arizona water 
users agreed to last year in 
an effort to put off this day 
of reckoning. The Central 
Arizona Project provides 
more than a third of the 
state’s water. The reduc-
tions will mostly impact 
farmers.

The sparse snowpack 
this winter soaked into the 
ground during the hot, dry 
spring — producing little 
runoff.

The lack of runoff has 
drained reservoirs across 
the region just when they 
should be brimming with 
snowmelt. Lake Powell on 
the Colorado River holds 
just a third of its capacity 
and giant Lake Mead holds 
38% of its capacity.

If Lake Mead falls to 
22%, Arizona will lose it’s 
entire allotment — another 
million acre-feet. Arizona 
and Nevada are last in line 
of the seven states with 
rights to the Colorado Riv-
er, behind California and 

the four upper-basin states.
Right now, the Colora-

do River reservoirs hold 
just 26 million acre feet 
of storage, compared to 
31 million acre feet at the 
same time last year.

Rim Country and the 
White Mountains have not 
escaped the effects of the 
“extreme” or “exceptional” 
drought now settled heavi-
ly on the region.

Roosevelt Lake still 
holds 77% of its capacity, 
but the reservoirs on the 
Verde River have dwin-
dled. The entire Salt and 
Verde reservoir system 
now holds 74 % of its ca-
pacity — compared to 98% 
at the same time last year.

Streams are already 
running dry, with the two 
driest months of the year 
still ahead.

In Rim Country, the East 
Verde River’s running at 
less than 1 cubic feet per 
second (CFS) and will 
likely run dry up in stretch-
es soon. Normally, SRP 
pumps enough water out of 
the C.C. Cragin Reservoir 
to put 11,000 acre-feet in 
the East Verde and another 
3,000 acre-feet in Payson’s 
domestic water pipeline. 
But the reservoirs at just 
29% of capacity and SRP 
probably won’t pump any 
water out at all. Last year 
at this time, the reservoir 
was overflowing.

Meanwhile, Tonto Creek 
is flowing at 6 CSF.

Streams in the White 
Mountains have also 
dwindled. The Salt River’s 
flowing at just 155 CFS as 
it enters Roosevelt, about 
13% of normal. The Black 
River’s flowing at 56 csf, 

the White River at 42 CFS 
and Carrizo Creek near 
Show Low at 3 CFS, and 
Cibecue Creek at 8 CSF 
— all far below normal for 
this time of the year.

All told, Lake Roos-
evelt’s receiving just 22% 
of its normal inflow from 
the streams and rivers that 
drain Rim Country and the 
White Mountains.

The fire season’s already 

in full swing, with several 
fires already having forced 
evacuations across the state 
– at least a month before 
big fires normally get start-
ed. The closest big fires are 
the 1,800-acre Bonito Rock 
Fire on the Whiteriver 
Apache Reservation, which 
is only 40% contained and 
the 2,000-acre G22 fire 18 

Drought intensifies rationing of 
Colorado River water

Streams dwindle 
to less than 13% 
of normal in Rim 
Country, White 

Mountains 
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Show Low marks 
68th anniversary 
with barbecue fun
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