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3-day weather  forecast
Friday: 82/49.Sunny, windy with gusts as high 
as 31 mph. Mostly clear 
in the evening
Saturday: 81/48. Sunny 
and mostly clear, windy 
with gusts as high as 21 
mph.
Sunday: 85/53. Mostly 
clear turning partly cloudy in the evening.

Outdoors
Walking in beauty at 

Wildhaven with contributor 
Barbara Davis
see Page B2

RV Park Renovation: Making an 
older home into a new home 

see Page A2
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Courtesy photo 
Taking a hot air balloon pre-test flight for the upcoming second annual 
White Mountains Hot Air Balloon Festival (June 28 — 30) Pinetop-Lake-
side Mayor Stephanie Irwin and Summit Healthcare CEO Ron McArthur 
and his wife, Jenice, enjoyed the experience. With blue skies and light 
winds, the trio took off very early in the morning Friday, May 31. Com-
munity Services Manager Tony Alba said the event this year has been 
expanded to three days and all activities will be free to the public, includ-
ing tethered balloon rides. Learn more about this fun event for the whole 
family at www.wmbfaz.com.

Let’s 
get 

carried 
away

BY Staff RepoRtS
The Independent

SHOW LOW — At-
tempted murder suspect 
John Russell Thomas 
evaded capture for about 
6 hours Tuesday morning 
after he allegedly shot his 
father, Raymond Thomas 
and his brother, 
Tyler Thomas.

John Thom-
as, 20, is now in 
Navajo County Jail 
with a $1 million 
cash-only bond, 
facing multiple 
felony charges.

According to 
Show Low Police, 
the two men tried 
to intervene while 
John Thomas was 
allegedly trying to stran-
gle his girlfriend, Maria 
Rosalez, during a domestic 
dispute during the early 
morning hours on Tues-
day. Police responded to 
the 1000 block of Deer 
Park Drive in the Fawn-
brook subdivision at about 
3:46 a.m.

The two gunshot victims 
were flown to the Phoenix 
area and are in critical, but 
stable condition. Police 
did not offer an update on 
Rosalez’s condition.

John Thomas fled on 
foot before police arrived 
at the scene.

By about 8 a.m., a large 
number of law enforcement 
officers from several agen-
cies were in Show Low, 
searching for Thomas. The 
Navajo County Sheriff’s 
Department, Arizona 

Department of 
Public Safety 
(air and ground 
units), Arizona 
Department of 
Corrections (K9 
tracking unit), 
Pinetop-Lakeside 
Police Depart-
ment, White 
Mountain Apache 
Game and Fish, 
Puerco Valley 
Fire District from 

Sanders and the Navajo 
County Attorney’s Office 
all participated in the 
search according to Show 
Low Mayor Daryl Sey-
more.

A Ready Navajo 
County alert was issued at 
8:53 a.m. describing the 
situation, and Show Low 
Police began posting a 
description and photos of 
Thomas at 4:23 a.m.

BY tRudy Balcom
The Independent

SHOW LOW — Six weeks after 
a federal judge abruptly ordered 
the dealerships owned by Tate’s 
Auto closed, former employees 
still haven’t been paid.

That’s what a former sales man-
ager for the Winslow location of 
Tate’s Auto told the Independent.

Robert Ortiz is married with a 
five year-old and a one year-old 
and a mobile home he purchased 
on contract. Like everyone else, 
he has bills to pay and he is falling 
behind. Like every other Tate’s 
employee, the last time he received 
a paycheck was in April.

“I didn’t pay him last month, 
and I can’t pay him this month. 
It’s just not good for building 
trust. I’ve been stalling, I hope he 
doesn’t kick our family out,” Ortiz 
said of his purchase contract on his 
mobile home.

Ortiz, like several other em-
ployees across the four dealerships 
— Show Low, Winslow, Holbrook 
and Gallup — came into work 
even after the dealership was shut 
down, because there was work 
to do for the customers. He also 
had to call some customers and 
ask them to return vehicles they 
had purchased, because he knew 
the paperwork would never be 

All-out 
manhunt ends 
with capture

Laura Singleton//The Independent
Police were active in the Sierra Pines neighborhood 
searching for the suspect who was considered 
armed and dangerous.

Thomas charged with attempted murder

John Russell 
Thomas

Former 
Tate’s Auto 
workers: 
Unpaid, 

unemployed

BY lauRa Singleton
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NAVAJO COUNTY — 
Finding specific informa-
tion about the key health 
issues in Navajo County 
is easier, faster and more 
accessible than ever before 
with the new Navajo 
County Public Health Ser-
vices online Community 
Dashboard.

The dashboard, launched 
in mid-May, provides 
up-to-date, data-rich and 
comprehensive information 
about health topics studied, 
surveyed and compiled 
in the 2018 Community 
Health Assessment (CHA).

The CHA report, in its 
entirety, was made avail-
able to the public last year. 
It is a 162-page document 
that includes information 
from a variety of sources 
including a resident survey, 
epidemiological data, local 

service agencies, health-
care providers and many 
other sources.

And while the report is 
valuable in printed form, 
the Public Health Services 
District and CHA partners 
expanded the assessment 
into a plan to take action 
and solve problems. This 
endeavor is called the 
Community Health Im-
provement Plan (CHIP).

“Health is vital to the 
success of our residents 
and our community,” states 
a press release announc-
ing the dashboard rollout. 
“Improving health is a 
community-wide effort, 
and we must come togeth-
er to solve these complex 
issues.”

“We want to foster new 
partnerships and strengthen 
existing ones that improve 

Provides access to 
county health info
Interactive, dynamic and transparent 

COMMUNITY DASHBOARD

BY BaRBaRa BRuce
The Independent

PINETOP-LAKESIDE — A 
number of community leaders, com-
panies and even city governments 
have engaged in conversations re-
garding a possible conference center 
for the White Mountain Region. 
Thus far, even though many agree 
that it is needed, when the price tag 
is revealed and the data gathered, 
there is no commitment.

But on May 17 a plan was 
unveiled on social media that has 
people doing more than just talking. 
The Discover WMAZ Event Center 
Facebook page was launched 
providing invitees and others with a 
video of a facility mock-up which is 
projected to be a reality in 2022.

Cyndie Shaffstall, local author, 
entrepreneur, marketer, market-
ing-data analyst, business manager 

and Chairman of the Board for the 
Pinetop-Lakeside Chamber of Com-
merce has been incubating a plan 
that will be the catalyst for regional 
economic development – a 15,000 
square foot event hall to be used for 
sports tournaments, banquets, con-
ferences, trade shows and seminars 
— and it is a private venture.

Shaffstall has been assured “by 
people who understand what I am 
doing” that there are grants avail-
able for the project, but money 
from private sources is also being 
invested and those parties will share 
ownership. The video presented on 
the Facebook page and elsewhere 
is also serving to invite investors 
to be part of the project. Shaffstall 
is also a partner in Hidden Star, an 
organization dedicated to providing 
start-up help and business assistance 
to disadvantaged and minority entre-
preneurs across the country.

The organization which is already 
formed is the Discover WMAZ 
Convention & Visitor’s Bureau 
(CVB). The video on the Facebook 
page enables viewers to take a tour 

of the proposed facility, inside and 
out.

“I am currently working on a 
number of projects,” said Shaffstall. 
Her main focus is the business plan, 
the feasibility study, getting the 
investors in place and then deciding 
on one of six pieces of property to 
put the event center on. She is also 
meeting with architects and general 
contractors to acquire bids for Phase 
One.

Phase One of the project begins 
with entering the front doors of a 
structure filled with floor-to-ceiling 
windows. In the middle there will be 
a large reception desk with six ad-
ministrative offices behind it. One of 
the offices will be an exclusive lease 
for the CVB and two others will be 
for the Pinetop-Lakeside Chamber 
of Commerce. Both entities will not 
be charged for their spaces. The oth-
er three offices will be used by event 
center management staff.

The building will be WiFi-en-
abled and have charging stations for 

Shaffstall pulling pieces 
together for event center

Discover WMAZ 
planned for 2022

Courtesy image
With the launching of entrepreneur Cyndie Shaffstall’s “Discover WMAZ Event Center” Facebook page 
on May 17, an event center could be realized for the White Mountains by 2022. For a virtual tour of the 
proposed facility, visit the Facebook page and see the plan for the inside and outside.
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