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3-DAY SALE – TUE. & WED., THURS.

Offers valid through March 26, 2020

799lb
Fresh Atlantic Salmon Fillets
Farm raised

77¢lb
Cara Cara, Blood or Navel 
Oranges or Minneola Tangelos

IN OUR

BAKERY!

99¢
ea

Crusty Bread
Regular, Italian or 
multi-grain, 14 to 16 oz
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3-day forecast
Today: 58/36. 
Sunny, windy 
with gusts as 
high as 25 mph.
Wednesday: 60/40. Partly sunny, 
gusty winds as high as 45 mph.
Thursday: 51/31. A 40% chance 
of showers, snow showers in the 
evening. Breezy.
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BY Trudy Balcom
The Independent

APACHE COUNTY — On Mon-
day, four cases of COVID-19 were 
confirmed in Apache County by the 
Arizona Department of Health Ser-
vices. The number in Navajo County 
had jumped to 25.

The cases are part of a larger out-
break on the Navajo Nation.

According to a Monday press 
release “Navajo Nation President 
Jonathan Nez and Vice President 
Myron Lizer were informed by the 
Navajo Department of Health and 
Navajo Area Indian Health Services 
that the number of positive tests for 
COVID-19 has reached a total of 29 
for Navajo people. This includes cas-
es from Navajo County and Apache 
County in Arizona, and McKinley 
County in New Mexico.” The press 
releases have been posted on the 
president and vice-president’s joint 
Facebook page.

“A Public Health Emergency ‘Stay 
at Home Order’ remains in effect 
requiring all residents of the Navajo 
Nation to remain home and isolated 
and all non-essential businesses to 

close to prevent the further spread 
of the COVID-19 coronavirus,” the 
release further states.

The Navajo Nation stretches from 
western New Mexico and southern 
Utah to Apache, Navajo and Coconi-

no counties in Arizona.
“As of Saturday, there are no con-

firmed deaths related to COVID-19 
for residents of the Navajo Nation,” a 
press release on Saturday said. 

So far, no cases of COVID-19 
have been reported in Navajo or 
Apache counties outside of the Nava-
jo Nation. 

Apache County Public Health 
Director Preston Raban said that his 
office stands ready to assist the Na-
vajo Nation. “We’re working closely 
with the Nation … we’re in a holding 
pattern … waiting to help any way 
we can,” Raban said on Saturday.

During the weekend, Navajo 
Nation Police and First Responders 
worked to bring food and firewood to 
seniors and the sick, and to spread the 
word about the remain at home order.

The Apache County Board of 
Supervisors approved a Declaration 
of a County Public Health Emer-
gency on Friday. The agenda of the 
Navajo County Board of Supervisors 
for today also includes an emergency 
declaration.

Furthermore, Gov. Ducey issued 

Of COVID-19 now confirmed
in Apache County

Centers for Disease Control
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BY STaff reporTS
The Independent

NAVAJO COUNTY — Restaurants 
and other businesses around Navajo 
County had to respond quickly to Gov. 
Ducey’s executive order issued on the 
evening Thursday, March 19. The order 
gave dine-in restaurants, gyms and 
movie-theaters until the end of business 
Friday to close, to slow the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus. Restaurants are 
allowed to offer take-out services for 
food and even liquor if food is ordered. 
Some dine-in establishments scram-
bled to adjust, other decided to close 
temporarily.

Apache County businesses be-
gan making their adjustments over 
the weekend, after the first cases of 
COVID-19 were announced in that 
county on Saturday.

The following is a round-up of how 
some area businesses are responding.

Snowflake
As Celebrations Restaurant in 

Snowflake closed its doors on March 
7, Jason and Lindsay Waldrep began 

renovations on the 1890 building they 
purchased from Dean Porter, along with 
the existing restaurant business from 
Julie Hensley.

Their plan was to open “Streets 
on Main,” and serve breakfast, lunch 
and dinner beginning April 15. And, 
depending on what happens with 
COVID-19, they will still be ready on 
that date to do take-out and delivery, if 
that is still an option.

No doubt with the initial outlay of 
funds necessary to do renovations and 
launch a restaurant, the Waldreps did 
not expect something like a virus to 
curtail their business plan.

“We had hoped to open at that time,” 
said Jason, “to reclaim some of the 
cost, and will if it (COVID-19 restric-
tions) does not last about six months.”

The Waldreps are not new to the 
restaurant business. They were the 
original owners and operators of White 
Mountain Donuts which opened in 
2016 in Show Low and sold last year.

With a hopeful attitude, they mov-
ing forward. Lindsay left things on a 
positive note saying, “We will just start 
slower and get our feet wet again.”

If circumstances allow the Waldreps 

to open on April 15 and they start with 
only take-outs and delivery, they will 
reserve a grand opening date in the 
future.

“Streets on Main” is located at 123 
N. Main.

Pinetop-Lakeside
When the Town of Pinetop-Lakeside 

held its March 19 council meeting via 
live stream on Facebook, many local 
community members tuned in. Among 
those was Tyrell Wiltbank, co-owner 
of Hushh Bakehouse, seeking answers 
for the survival of the business she and 
her mother Mina Henning operate in 
Pinetop.

As a two-person business, with 
occasional help from Aunt Susan in the 
kitchen, everything depends upon them. 
They do everything from scratch for 
the bakery and make it a point to “be 
local.” In addition to their bakery items, 
they are a special order operation with 
cakes and pies for weddings and other 
events.

After learning the restrictions being 
imposed, Hushh began taking the 

How do businesses run during pandemic?

Courtesy photo
Accepting what is, and moving forward 
with renovations on their newly purchased 
building and restaurant — Streets on Main 
in Snowflake — Lindsay and Jason Waldrep, 
still plan to keep their April 15 opening date if 
circumstances allow.

See BUSINESSES, Page 4

BY Trudy Balcom
The Independent

NAVAJO COUNTY — The U.S. is limiting 
testing for the COVID-19 virus to people who 
have specific symptoms — fever, cough, difficul-
ty breathing. People who have traveled to areas 
affected by the virus or those who have been in 
contact with someone 
who has tested positive 
are also being tested.

While health experts 
say not every person 
can be tested or even 
needs to be tested for 
coronavirus, it is dif-
ficult for public health 
officials to get a bead 
on the number of peo-
ple with no symptoms 
who could be spread-
ing the virus, because 
across the nation there 
are not enough testing 
materials available 
to offer widespread 
sampling of the popu-
lation.

But what is the situ-
ation locally for testing 
materials? And just 
what are the “testing 
materials” that are 
needed?

The Independent 
spoke with Navajo 
County Public Health 
Director Jeff Lee to find out.

Lee said that as far as he is aware, currently 
there have been enough testing materials locally to 
test those who have needed a test — according to 
the current testing guidelines.

Just how long those supplies will last, he 
couldn’t predict.

What supplies are needed and 
how much do we have?

There are two sets of supplies needed in order 
to conduct a test for COVID-19 — the supplies 
needed to gather a sample — and the supplies used 
at a laboratory in order to determine if a sample 

Local supply of 
COVID-19 

testing materials 
okay — for now

More coverage

• Arizona COVID-19 testing
• State receives shipment 
of medical supplies,
see Page 2

• Ducey launches 
COVID-19 hotline,
see Page 3

• Summit Healthcare      
further restricts visitors,
see Page 4

• St. Johns, Springerville 
declare emergencies,
see Page 5

See AC CASES, Page 4

“The [sampling]    
supplies (nasal 
swabs and a trans-
port medium) are 
supplies that the 
hospitals and other 
healthcare facilities 
are always buying. 
They are the same 
supplies that they 
would use for flu tests 
or other respiratory 
tests they would take, 
so it’s just normal 
supplies they would 
have.” 

Jeff Lee
Navajo County Public Health 

Director

See SUPPLIES, Page 4


